





SIERRA CLUB LIBRARY 









































n%s2 

.... >iV'Tb 

m2 

c -^ 

LC 



I 

I 






















Jan. 14) 1953 


To the Contributors and Helpers on the B.C, BOOK: 

Now that the Book is out and the avalanche of enthusiastic 
ohone messages and personal comments have been coming in t 
i!?? a wonderful lob you all did and how much everyone en¬ 

joyed ito allow me to add my own word of appreciation for your help. 
While they all come to me, they belong to you as wello 

I simply can’t repeat all of the 

vou thev are all similar in nature — and mighty good. Tom Jukes, 

Chairman of the Atlantic Chapter of its^i^terest 

one pithy line; ”1 was greatly impressed with its scope, iits inx,er 

and.oo. with the beautiful photography.' 

One letter, I would like to reproduce in 
graphically, so that you could paste it in your 

comes from leader of the First flight our 

^Cfee? Mt°tferof"cfLI?i^«on"fnd ^de the Sierra Club what it is 
today. Here it is in his own handwriting; 

Dear Oliver; , , j- „ 

Have just completed the reading of the 

”»52 Base Camp.” It is fascinating. While 1 
could not see how you could exceed productions 
of previous years, this one 

them alio I wish that a better record had been 
kept of some of the early outings. ^ 

Many outstanding poems, limericks, songs 
and stories have been lost as a consequence. I 
should have appointed a 

but the Good Lord knows I had my hands full most 
of the time so some things were neglected. The 
moment I got back to the office, I was swamped 

with accumulated law work. 

Helen joins in our best to you and yours. 

Bill Colby 

Thank vou Bill Colby. Thank you for all that you have 
done for the Club, for conservntion and for ylTf^ 

which you have helped to preserve ^IJj^SndJr terrif- 

irSrdfhlpI ^hoe^pfoneer days! Thank for the trails, passes 

letter of appreciation, ^ yo ^ 

Y /^ - Oliver 





















































































Ruth E. Prager 
26 Hodges Alley 
San Francisco 11, California 
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EVOLUTION VAXLEY 
THE PERFECT CAMPSITE 


Evolution Valley fulfilled our fondest expectations. 
In contrast with the bareness of its surrounding 
country \ie found it inherently beautiful — more 
like a park than an upland valley. Its forests 
could be compared with none otheT, at that elevation. 
Its streams met our every mood and desire, whether 
meandering through the gardenlike meadows or dashing 
turbulentiy in cascades from one level to the next.^ 
This year, the waterfalls were unparalleled, dropping 
from the glacier—filled basins above in roaring cur¬ 
tains of foam and spray. 

The proportions of this valley are so vast that one 
cannot realise that its immediate walls exceed a 
thousand feet and that the surrounding mountains 
tower over it three and four thousand feet. 


Photograph by James MacBride 
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11/14/52 


Dear Base Camper: 

I would like to sit down with each of you and le^iliurely tell you again how much we 
appreciate your personal contributions to the success of our Camp-and it v/as a success. 

We in commissary realise that cooperation is not measured only in terms of wood cut and 
onions peeled. We are also thoroughly convinced that each of you contributed fully, accord¬ 
ing to your ability and capacity. Mo one could ask for more. It is that sort of coopera¬ 
tion which makes for the success of any undertaking. Without it, the Base Camp v^ould have 
been just another ordinary camp. 

I am particularly appreciative of the loyalty and cooperation given Cliff Youngquist, 
whc did such a splendid job of leading in my absence. 

So, to you all, from Pres. Crowe to the chickie boys and girls, our sincerest thanks. 

Each year, I have sought to list here those v;ho have been particularly cooperative. 

Afterwards I realise how far short I have fallen- memories are faulty -- little unnoticed 

jobs can be important but go unrecognised — what to some may be a chore, to others it can 
be a privilege, and vice versa, 

I hope that our Reporters have taken cognizance of everyone's participation in our act¬ 
ivities and listed them on the following pages, I apologise for any and all omissionsv Post 
camp activities, such as the official and unofficial Reunions have not made the columns of 
the Book. Judging from spontaneous appreciation you expresS^there, that you have m-re than 
told your hosts and the committees how mu£h you enjoyed .these functions. 


It was there and at the Annual Banquet in Los Angeles that I received a surprise--- one 
of the greatest pleasures and honors of my mountaineering life. Cliff Youngquist, in the 
nsme of all Base Campers, presented me with a cherished POLISH CUP, not polished steel, 

but GOLD_ and a golden spoon. For once in ray life, I was speechless-- and still am. 

Neither spoken nor written word can express the d'epth of my gratitude. The gift of a thous¬ 
and dollars_or a million— is a measurable and an expendable quantiu^^. But this 50^^ 

tin cup, transmuted to gold by the friendship, affection- and may I say- bythe love of 

my fellow campers is immeasurable-something that one can only earn with a similar meas>;.r-8 

of friendship, affection and love. 





So whi?i.€ I will not attempt the impossible and list everyone in Camp, I would like 
to make an exception of those who helped get out this book, so that you will knov; who 
they are. 

\ 

• Among these are the girls who gave so generously of their leisure time to cut stencils: 
Helen Pope. Merrie Meadows, Wendy Tripp, Pauline Praasterink, Marva Williams ( and her able 
asrsis'^ant Kstherine German who deferred some important business to help us), Katherine 
Feeney and iranees Kehrleina Incidentally, these last four saved what few gray hairs I 
have left, by pitching in during those last desparate moments, to take on a double dose 
of late contributions. Another pinch-hittor vras Hutii Pr ai~ar« 

Stencils for the Botanical List were cut by members of the California Academy of 
Sciei^ce. For this v/e are especially thankful as these pages are technical and are to 
be distributed nation-wide,, Credit for titles go to Bill Pope and our good old standby 
Petefc FriederichseUc. Editting v;as done by the stencil cutters and by Margery Levy and 
Louise Weidberg. 

We can’t give you the names of those who will run the mimeograph machines and help with 
the assembling, binding, stuffing and mailing. These operations will come after this has 
been written. But the list of those who offered to help includes: John Carlson, Peter 
Raven, Peter Murphy, Bill Pope, Anne Barnes, Les Tobey, ^ferie Chabaud,. Bob Gray, Ed Brietwei 
and many of the stencil cutters ( who wanted to see the job through to the bitter ( better) 
end. We a]so want to thank those who offered to help but were not called upon. Your 
willingness is very much appreciated. 

And now we come to (me man who deserves a special vote of thanks. You will understand 
and agree when I tell you that v/ithout him, this Book would be half its size and the number 
of pictures limited lio a mere handful. Fred Smith, President of the Polychrome Pacific Inc, 
and a veteran Base Camper aided us at every step in the project. He was generous with his 
personal help and suggestions. He gave us all of the necessary stencils and they were the 
very best— ’’Red Feather” by name. He saved us a lot of money by buying our paper ’’right..” 
He turned oyer a battery of mimeograph machines and taught us to use them. His whole plant 

and all of its facilities were at our beck and call- even the aprons to keep u.s clean. 

Only those v^ho have participated in getting out a book know what all of this means. 

So again I say, the Base Oamp Book and all Base Gampers ovre a great debt' f gratitude 
to Fred Smith, To which I add ray own personal thanks- many times over, 

x/7* 

And now may I take the privilege of signing off as it 

Your friend and leader 


7 


Oliver Kehrlein 
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FLORENCE LAKE THE BEAUTIFUL 


The Sierra Club and all good conservationists frovin on any evidence 
of man and his works in these regions set apart as Wilderness Areaso 
It is our earnest hope that these areas will be preserved for genera¬ 
tions to come — just as nat\ire made them. 

But in locations outside the Wilderness Areas^ we have another problenio 
Here, ofttimes, an unatti^tive sviamp or barren valley can be metamor¬ 
phosed into a beautiful lake basin and an acceptable recreaticnal. 

centero 

By building a many-arched dam above Jack Ass Meadovra^ engineers have 
transformed an \mattractive spot into a place of beauty v/hich provides 
a glorious toudi of mountain scenery for thousands of campers each 

somraer -> 

F].crence Lake, dominated by Mt» Shiro!, makes the transition between 
c-ivilization, with its macadamized roads, and the beginning of a 
trail that takes us into the heart of the wildest of the wilder*^ 
nesses The Evolution Countryo 


Photograph by George Mattson 
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ALL ABOARD FOR BASE CAMP 
AND NOT A MAN WAS SEASICK 


These Base Cimpers certainly are ingenious folk» 
They saved themselves six miles of trail by ferry 
ing across Florence Lake* This boat trip across 
the beautiful man-made lake eliminated one day’s 
hiking and gave them an extra day in camp* While 
Karl Smith (owner or the boats) was preparing 
his fleet to accommodate the mob of l60 on the 
Second Base Gamp, his flag ship caught fire and 
blew Up. A thrilling and pyrotechnical display 
resulted^ Karl commandeered every boat in sight 
and we all got off on schedule. Mrs. K* Smith, 
ably assisted by Fred Ross and our own girls, 
served dinner and breakfast for the whole contin¬ 
gent. 


Photograph by Cliff Youngquist 
12 




wAo asAa iioa cuiaosa jja 

aOIEASa 8AW HAM X ‘TOH dviA 


ajj-oxnagai* sib Y-tnifiJ-'rao aisamfO sasa saedT 
Y'l'ial ’j^d IxBivJ "io asixm :xi:3 . aavlaacnsf d 

aaoTofi.cfBud 3XfiT ,*9dBJ •sDna'iQia aaoTioe/gnj: 
a ’ ysb ano^ bod'BytuTf.^J.a sjIjsI abBrn-nsm ,^x'dx dx/esd srfd. 
slxflW iqniBo ,nx ysb, Biixa ^hb iiarid' avfg'.bde ^gaxXxd 
gqxiBqo'iq ,aBw (ddfiad arid 'xo lanwo) ridxiflE I'ib}! , 
add no OdX ’lq- doin arid adBbommoooB' od dasll . axri 
bnB anil;-.drignBo -.qxria gsll axri •.,.q.'n6D. «)aBa .bnpoaS. 
Yfilqaxb iBoxnriaadq-iYq bnB gnxilxnrid A wald 
drigxa nx,_d6od yiava ba-iapbaBrnritoo Xdx ii - ,.*b 9 dXu 39 :i 
• tridxM.8 *aTM. *9Xj:;fa9r|J53 no. 'i'io dog XX,.6 -aw/bne. 
jsXjxg nwd/xuo briB ^^aoH ba'ia'vd badaxa^B. vXdB* 
-nxdfioo'aXqriv/^ arid-nol daBlriBoid bnB qannxb baVnaa' 

'■ ■ ■' • •'■ ; ^ ,H: •' sidnag 


xi/pgnnoY llxXO yd riqB^godoria 
































INTRODUCTION TO THE Y/ILDERNESS 


Lights and Sh adows 
in Blaney Meadows 


San Joaquin a 
Rushing Torrent 


Our trail started at Florence 
Lake, crossed glaciated granite 
dikes and lead us throv^ -dense 
forests of conifers, over lush 
meadows and into thickets of 
aspens vdiere the mottled sun¬ 
shine cast a dainty pattern on 
expansive carpets of wild flow¬ 
ers. 


Fresh from the snows, the streams 
collected into the narrow box canyon 
of the south fork of the San Joaquin 
River to form a foaming torrent — 
with new life for the meadows and 
the irrigated fields far below. 


Photographs by George Mattson 
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TH3 YEAR OF HIGH WATERS 
3VOLUTIOH FALLS AT THEIR BEST 


As a. resait of the winter*? heov^ snows and the 
warm weather ail of the rivers overflowed their 
hanks,. Ooe nighty oar camp was threatened h^ 
the risirg waters of Evolution Creek, Spentaoaiar 
falls and cascades ejilivensd the scenery everywhere 
and turbulent white water filled the hox canyons 
of the S;ati Joaquin River und Goddaru. Branch — it 
was a once-in-a-life-time opportunity for the 
photographers, but hard on the fishermen. 


Photograph by Cliff Youngquist 
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FREIGHT & PASSENGER SERVICE 
BY CUNNINGHAM STREAMLINERS 




Sierrans, for generations, have waded Evolution 
Creek, first at the ford where the trail crosses 
the creek in Evolution Meadows and then again at 
Colby Meadows to get into Camp. Not so this yearo 

For the first four weeks, the waters of Evolution 
Creek were breast high. So, while awaiting the 
construction of a log bridge, members resorted to 
the horse-ferry — getting only their feet vet. 
From then on, wet feet became a daily custcan — 
often a prelude to miles of slushing through deep 
snow. Everybody boasted of ’’cold feet” but no one 
complained and not a case of a ’’cold" was reported 
to the medical departmentc 


Photograph by James MacBride 













































THJS FIRST GROUP 

f' • ■ . 

THE FEARLESS FIFTY, 


who valiantly braved the early season's high 
waters and deep snows to pioneer the locating 
of camp and to help in setting it up. They 
caught the first crop of v/ild flowers, avoided 
the second crop of mosquitoes and kept so busy 
hiking and climbing that they had no time for 
fishing (for the fish that weren't biting). 
Their's are the arctic pictures throughout 
this book. 


A composite picture 
by George Mattson 
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SIERRA CLUB BASE CAMP 


































SIERRA 


SYMPHONY 


Yes — the Base Camp has the best of everything — 
that is, everything worth v^ile. 

It has good food -- nothing but the finest and 
plenty of it — seconds, thirds, and even fourths. * 

It boasts the comforts of a Dude Ranch, with out 
the formalities, artificialities and inappropriate 
trivialities. 

But seriously, it does provide an accessible base 
from which to explore and enjoy the most inaccessible 
of our scenic wonders. 

All of these it provides with a maximum of efficiency 
and a minimum of impact on scenic values. 

ALSO 

Our Campfire Programs are outstanding — each produced 
by an experienced Master of Ceremonies and presenting 
numbers which range from the sublime to the ridiculous- 
often its hard to tell which. We’ve had such famous 
speakers as Newton Bell, such international artists as 
Chiura Obata and well known concert soloists such as 
Tay Wilson, 

We herewith picture our Famous Sierra Symphony, led by 
our incomparable Maestro Ivy Foster and featuring our 
high-priced cymballist Ned Thompson. 


Photographs by Andy Porter 
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TWO LEGENDARY CHARACTERS 
OF BASE CAMP 

ONE IN THE FLESH THE OTHER IN THE IMAGINATION 


The CROm PRINCE (in full 
refralia) , fara-us mountaineer and 
super eirht?i class rock climber 
vdio had iust returned from an ex¬ 
pedition in Neverland, Mt, Everest 
and wayward points, dropped in to 
give us his priceless and enlighte¬ 
ning address on the historyj dyna¬ 
mics and philosophy of mountaineer- 
i.ng. 

His Highness visits Base Camp each 
year and gives us the latest dope 
on the highest places. He is always 
welcomed with a great ovation 


Our ELUSIVE MARGEY. as fearless 
as she is indiscreet« The trollop 
hangs around camp just out of sight, 
snooping and gossiping; No one has 
ever seen her, but everyone has heard 
from her — some with trepidation. 

If you will.partially close your 
eyesj squint closely^ allov/ your mind 
to become saporific 5>nd look carefully 
at the accompanying picture, you may 
catch her wink (or leer) in the 
ancient stump. 


With apologies to Dr* Harold Crowe. 
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Photographs by Joan Ludvig 
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Few who haven't undertaken the job of | 
reporting all of activities realize ; 
what a chore it can be. Dorus did 
a splendid and thorough job of it. 

She didn’t miss an item or a name.. 

So we apologize to the reporters ' 
and to those who may apnear to have \ 
been neglected, but due to space [ 

limitation, we had to blue pencil i 
severely, not only here, but with j 
sQ-l of 1 he reports, ' ' 


Sat. Members drifted ftito Flo- 

July 5 rence Lake, from whence we were 
to take off for Base Camp. At one 
vantage point from the road we saw 
the snoTf covered Minarettes and our 
memories went back to last year's 
Base Canp and we wondered what was in 
store for us this year. We were to 
soon find out - and howl 

Ariiving members were greeted by 
John Andrews, last year's Camp fire 
leader, who had brought his wife, 

Laurie, to orient Her in the nyster- 
ies of camping. John, as official 
greeter, gave us oxir personnel list, 
jelly jers, cup, if necessary, and 
checked reservations for dinner and 
breakfast. Rumor had it that Morgan 
ard Liz Cuthbertson, Joan Ludwig and 
Dot Pepper had gone ahead to help Ned 
Thompson establish trail camp. We 
were fortunate,to have Dr, and Mrs. 

Crowe with us again this year. Familiar 
faces began to show up. The Byrkit 
sisters and Frank Bailey as guests 
and not as commissary as in previous 
years. Also the fishermen. Dr, and 
Mrs. Irons,etc. 

The salad euid vegetable details 
were abruptly stopped and we trouped 26 
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down to greet Oliver and Cliff Yoxingqviist 
when they arrived after helping establish 
Base Camp at Colby Meadows, 

After a spaghetti dinner served by the 
Carl Smiths, an informal campfire was held* 
Oliver explained the procedure of the next 
day's trip ii ferrying across the lake and 
hiking up the trail. Oliver formally intro* 
duced Cliff Xoungquist with whom he has 
camped for thirty years. Oliver has grovm 
to know and love the Sierra during the past 
sixty-five years and hopes to instill some 
of his knowledge and love in each one of us. 
V/e caught the spirit promptly as the moon 
came up over the lake leaving its silvery 
tr ail far into the night. _ 

Sun. At 8 A.M, first ferry crossed 

July 6 .the four miles of lake. Per¬ 
ched on top of the dunnage we 
enjoyed a new experience for mountaineers 
on their way into Base Camp. 

Our trail led up over granite cliffs 
‘through two Blaney Meadov;s, quite boggy in 
spots. Leisurely \7e hiked through beauti¬ 
ful quaking aspen groves, stopping for tea 
parties in the more beautiful spots. Ned 
Thompson, chief chef, greeted us at Piute 
Creek. We oissed the friendly greeting of 
his father. Bob Thompson,who had been first 
to greet us in previous years. 










































The location of ovtr first formal 
campfire was at the base of Pavilion 
Dome on Pierte Creek - the latter a 
surging torrent of foam. Oliver, 
holding the proverbial "time limiting" 
snowball, discussed the geology of 
Piute Gorge, Joan Ludwig .reported she 
had followed Oliver up the gorge and 
had really seen things, 

Oliver reported that Ranger 
Charley Summer had promised to have 
a log across the river to prevent our 
wading up over our waists. Due to the 
xmcertainty of this bridge and river 
crossing, it was decided to keep on 
the south side of the river. Bill 
Dunkerley and Prank Prince leading the 
group across country to camp, Oliver 
suggested we note the man made bridge 
being constructed over the San Joaquin 
without the aid of all Civilized en¬ 
gineering eqtdpment - just logs, nails, 
wires, axes, and real man power. 

Mon. At campfire, it was decided 

Jtily 7 to give a lost, but unclaim¬ 

ed knife, to the youngster who behaved 
the best. Later in the evening said 
knife, scented with tuna, was identi¬ 
fied by Beatrice Kelly through her 
olfactory senses, Jim Stoll Redeem¬ 
ed a lost spoon by singing "On the 
LelarKi Stanford Farm", 

Oliver complimented members on 
hiking in and thanked Bill Dunkerly 
and Frank Prince for leading the group 
over dryer ground. Some braver souls 
had plunged into the icy waters of 
Evolution Creek not once, but tiTice 
along the regular trail. 

Catherine Feeney (appointed nurse 
for camp) and Bill Dtinkcrly had fovini 
it necessary to use their first aid 
skill when Muriel Kittel slipped and 
cut her chin on a granite ledge. 
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Later Dr, Crowe added his professional 
services, 

Oliver suggested that in climbing 
over talus one must pretend to dance 
from stone to stone, (Hml I wonder!) 

Allen Chaffee and Anitra Hurley re¬ 
ported that when helping each other they 
both had fallen into the water "so high 
up^'. They promised to collaborate on a 
story for Base Camp Book, 

Rose olored ciirus and cumulus clouds 
indicated storms. Two large dormitory 
tents - one for each sex - were an innova¬ 
tion for this year's base camp, Oliver in¬ 
troduced Peter Friedrichsen, general direc¬ 
tor of commissary and camp life. Peter 
said he would do his best to take over for¬ 
mer duties of Bob Thompson. Jack Allen vol¬ 
unteered to take over Pete's former job of 
wood chopping. Oliver reminded us that Base 
Camp, like any other orgeuaization, had to 
have a few simple rules to protect the safety 
and well being of individuals, such as: 

1. Only fishermen and "shutter bugs" may wan¬ 
der off b/ themselves, 

2. All others in parties of two or more. 

3. V/hen leaving camp sign up in sign out 
book, 

4. Keep out of commissary when not on K,P, 
duty. 

5. Children olay in femiily camp. 

Next day vms to bo organization day. First 
Basemen were to meet at 8:30; A.B.C.'s at 
9:30; M.A.'s at 10:30; P.H,D.'s at 11:30. 

Peter Raven, camp naturalist, announced 
a nature walk for Thursday. Plants noted a- 
round camp included shooting.star, kalmia, 
red heather, and a few steer's head. Among 
birds noted was a water ouzel (or dipper, so 
called because of his perpetual bobbing up 
and down). Bill Pope had identified thirty- 
two different birds. Grouse were heard drum¬ 
ming across the creek. 

Campfire was closed witjh Dot Pepper 

























loading iii coniini;sniby singing,, 

TueSi Today John Andi'ev/Sj et al fel- 

Jxily 3 led a 400 year old pine, two 
feet ir. diaficter, across the stream 
above canp to serve as a bridge,, A 
rope served as a handrail and we all 
took turns trioping across to test its 
safety. Log crossing, for sone, is a 
moral victory. By the end of two weeks 
Marion Sanford and ye editor maiiaged to 
get across logs without froeaing in tbie 
middle ^ 

Oliver annoimced a trip to Dar^jln 
Bench end up Evolution Lake as far as 
sno\7 would permit. Claire Seeley, as 
Master of Ceremonies, started a roll 
call of members each night. Dr. Orov/e 
came forth with another of his Margy 
stories. Margy (that scandalous 
ci'cature vie have never seen) had found 
her way back to Base Camp after having 
b 2 cn lost herself and after losing many 
others at last year's Base Camp, Dot 
Pepper led comra\anity singing, Ben Pope 
played his acco:”dian and Ivy Foster 
played her autoharp and saxvg "I Passed 
Ly Yo’jix l/indoT,’’' and -'The Foggy Foggy 
Dovj“« Oliver was granted 15 minutes? 
to tell all he knew or could tell a-- 
bout glaciology. 

This eveniivg marked the cj^ening 
of tho first .jam sessions ’./hich vere 
to ’x hold in tho fixture after formal 
ca,i;yfire, We discovered much talent 
in muEocal, dramatic, and oratorical 
Ixn^So "Old Abraham Broi/n’' died and xvas 
buiind end dug up each night there" 

o.-'n 't- C n 

.*11 ■ e- J «i < -» V ■> . 

V/illiam Carder reported that 
July 9 the 43 who t.’ont on the trip 
to Evolution Lake discovered it 2/3 
covei^od with icebergs. Many posed at 
tho Muir Pass sign but all Iri'pe had 
teen given uo cf reaching Lliir Hut due 


to the miles of sno'v hummocks to be sros* 
sed, Tvjenty Tient up uhe other side of 
the ial:e, losing 6 who turned backo The 
remaining 14 val.iantly attempted to climb 
Mt. Spencer but were forced back by rain 
and sleet. They reported seeing tv/o 
coyotes. 

Does Muriel Kittel have a charmed 
life? Accident number tv;o found her 
co:iked on the head by a branch of the 
tree under which she and Eliza-ceth Smith 
were relaxing. Another patch fer Muriel 
and Elizabeth saw stars,. Dr. Grcv;c was 
Johnny^on-the-spot with his assistance,. 

Jack Allen climbed the tree and removed 
the rest of the dead branches, 

Morgan announced a fishing trip to 
lakes somewhere in "them thar hills" for 
the next day, Peter Raven announced 
nature walk to Colby Meadows for 8s30 A„ 

M. Rock climbing session would meet at 
2:30. 

Bill Pope played his accordian "Hall Hai 
The Gang's All Here" and "There's a Tavern 
In The Town". Wendy Tripp and Catherine 
Feeney had foiuid an almost fossilized bone 
and presented it to Wed for the scup 
kettle,. Dr, Crowe referred to San Jacinto 
as an example when giving his talk on cozico 
servation and invasion of the wilderness by 
govoriimont and englnoerSc Of course, Margy 
had been in camp again. Ivy Fester sang 
"Wo Wood Fire", Clair Soej.ey, an admirer 
of Robert Sepica, recited "The Cremation 
of Sam McGee" in all of its gory details. 

Jl.m Stoll sang "On The Streets of Larado", 
IrancStS White, packer by sojrjner and super'^ 
in.,cndon'G of schools the remaindor of the 
year, recited "Mi Cai'lotta" ^ Thompson 

was ill form 'vith one of his heart render- 

irig s gnf^ _o:i rotri b-gtlo n,'.. , 

ihurs, Wancy Boynton opened cnupfire 

July 10 with "Doth By The Old Mill 
Stroarv' ani "Lot liO Call You Sweetheart". 


















































uill D'aruiorioy.j reporting cn Mor- 
gdJi-s fiv'hing tripj stated that six men 
accompanied ly Joan Ludvrig (to fry fish) 
contoured from lake to lake until reach¬ 
ing HcGee Lake. This contouring netted 
the total sun of one contoiar trout (gold¬ 
en ’ake trout) for Frank Prince. 

Oliver had promised us a surprise 
and there before us was The Hermit, Dar- 
v/in Bench, and surromding peaks light“ 
ed \/ith £ rosy alpine glo\7. This sight 
led to the promise of an overnight trip 
to Daruin Bench the next night. Thirty- 
seven elected to go. (The lucky so and 
SOS who stayed in camp had steaks saved 
for just such on occasion.) 

Dr. Crowe reported that Peter’s 
nature w£.lk had been a worth while suc¬ 
cess. Personally, I’ll add, I vroxild 
rather he ar an informal talk given by 
Peter th£.n many a lecture I 've listen¬ 
ed to by a college professor. 

At rock climbing session, after 
learning to tie the essential bowline 
knot, we proceeded to an overhanging 
rock where Peter Raven and Bill Pope 
fell in and out of ropes as Oliver gave 
instructions on repelling and cliff 
climbing. The usual interested audience 
v;as on hand. Particularly active were 
those v;ho planned on the trip through 
Enchanted Gorge and Disappearing Creek- 

Jack Allen reported that Frank 
Lewis, John Andrews and Loris Foster 
had done themselves proud as woodchop- 
pers, 

Paul Grunland introduced his dance 
troupe of Nancy Boynton, Catherine 
Feeney^ Doris Coolidge, Hike MacDonal-d, 
and Robert Hestorff, who, accompanied 
by J.Ty cn her autoharp, gave their ver¬ 
sion of ’’Cotton Eye Joci’ and the 
'Schottischc” , Kan^yand ’Icndy led ’’Ten 
Green Bottles”, a nc \7 song. 


Dr, Croii.'o presented Eojana Hlholic, 
a membor sponsored by the Morley Fuxsdj 
Bojana told ustaat her father, a teacher 
of geochemistry in Yugoslavia, had been 
forbidden to teach by comivonist authorities, 

He had then sent her aiid her mother to her 
mother’s native Sv/eden, Bojana has attend¬ 
ed Vassar, and Oxford and is no\7 doing rc‘»- 
search at U,CjLoA. She gave an interesting 
talk on the mountains of Yugoslavia, She 
explained hov7 her father (a rock collector) 
received, for a favor he rendered, a bag 
of stones and a bag of cheese that lasted 
and lasted. 

In the spirit of the day's activities, 
Ivy, Dot Popper, and Oliver sang the "Rock 
Climbers Song”- A few shudders went a- 
round as the gory details unfolded. 

Bill Dunl^erley and Frank Prince on tak¬ 
ing leave expressed appreciation of the op¬ 
portunity to join such a group. They felt 
it had been an honor and a privilege to know 
Oliver, 

Tonight the cocoa arrived - the tradi¬ 
tion at close of campfire. P„H.DoS met with 
Oliver and Morgan to discuss plans for Enchant 
ed Gorge, Claire Seeley, Paul Grunland, Jack 
Allen, John Andrews, Ray Brodersen were 
chose n to a c compa ny them . 

F-l/.d, "n^ampfiro vrasTicld on Darwin 
July 11 Bench where all ;7as demp and 
everyone tired. After a discussion it was 
agreed to climb Spencer and see the Enchant¬ 
ed Seven on their way. 

Thirty-six were on the trip to Goethe 
Amphitheater, Clouds v;cro forming when X 7 e 
started and half xray the storm broke pelting 
us with sleet, Oliver found a shelter among 
some Albicaulis and while waiting for storm 
to subside gave us an interesting talk on 
fx-ozen rain. Wo joined Dot Pepper aixl Mor¬ 
gan v;ho called to us from their nearby fire, 
Jim Stoll, with his plastic rain gear, head 
stuck out topped by a Catalina straw hat, 




























arms stretched sheltering his comrades 
v/as quite a humorous sight. For 2-g- 
hours we watched the hammerhead clouds 
and waited for patches of blue vjhich 
never cane. Wo finally tore our \ 7 cary 
selves do'-Tn the mountain side to be 
pelted all the way with ffoaen raino 
What a welcome sight was Olivia John" 
son and her pot of steaming tea v/hen 
v;c reached camp,, Dr^ Crowe had proved 
a hero ly putting everyone's gear un* 
dor cover. Thanks, Doc I Oliver help¬ 
ed Elizabeth Smith make a delicious con¬ 
coction of tomato plus tuna. Hot food 
helped fortif y the. jn nar pan.. 

Sat., Suziday proved to bo a free 

July 12 day \»ith religious services 
held accordiiig to desire of individual 
groups, Frank Lev’is to lead a hike to 
Base Camii Bum.p for pan., ramie vlexi v;ith 
mini'Aum effort. Wonda^'' official trip 
to iicOec Lake. Tuesday a camp day and 
WedSfesdai^ trip to Glacier Divide, Peter 
Raven spoke of his flower display next 
to first aid tent and of a planned na¬ 
ture viali" Tuesday. Rangers coming thru 
park had warned us not to pick shrubs 
or floweis, 

liurgy eg.?an too.l the lime light. 

Dr, Crouse also told ns of his survey 
of Kings Ccnycii with members of the 
P,S, of Last summer,. Nancy Boynton 
reported that 20 had made the climb 
to Spencer going over ridges and up 
avalanche chutes. They arrived on 
top, surveyed the vie.7, signed their 
nosoSy ard scro,mbled dovm an easier 

“4. they were n ow o 

Sion., Tv;o tilps axincunced for ncirt 

July 13 day, Frank Bailey guaran¬ 
teed not to got our feet wet, to McGee 
Lak;e 5 Peter Fricdrichson vrould lead u.p 
The Hermit. 

Jen Pope - accordian solos, Jim 


Stoll and Bob Hestorff sang ”Stout Hearted 
Ifen"pUp popped Margy again, Nancy Boynton 
announced meeting of first basemen and all 

oth ers, .pplitely told to s crojia _ 

Mon, The Byrkit Sisters turned camp* 

July 14 fire into broadcasting station 
S ’.B.G, (Sierra C?^ub Base Camp), Peter 
Fidedrichsen reported that the 13 people 
who had headed up McGee Creek to the cast 
peal: cf The Hermit had been forced back 
150 feet fr >31 the top by snow and rain. 

Bojana reported that Frank Bailey had l:.>ti 
13 up McGee Lake ’.vithout getting wot, Af.> 
ter having lunch at second McGee Lake^ 7 
of the group hiked to the third lake, 

Idwiel and Pater Kittcl u’ero visited by 
Mr., Kittel, knapsacking for Hell-For- 
Suro Pass.; Dr;, Crowe gave us pertinent 
information on smashing and bixrning all 
cans before bxirying them., A play depicting- 
base camp life was presented by the Drai.a 
Lf.ngue, The castii Dr. Crowe^ Sp" h.t of 
Base C^anpj Bojanay Miss B-asc Camp; Med 
Thompson, Chef; Rollin irenu. Fisherman; 
Directors of sccnoiyii Mike MocDonald 
(Mika, by the way hod been atte.iding 
Stanford and was another studoixt open • 
sored by the Morley Fund)., Tosmy Porter^ 
Helen Pope, and Joe Seeley. Nature walk to 
KcCl-ore Meaiows to leave at 10 next day,, 
Bandanna and gadget show to be Thursday tc 
be followed by the Firs-;' Basemen Show that 
night.. Everyone was invited in formal at-> 
tire for fivCj, the cocktail hour, 

Peter /an Do Linde, student at U,.C,L,,A. 
and a student of the Morlcy Fund told how he 
had met Dr, Cr-on^e and had been invited to 
base camp.. 

Following represented their Chapters 
in Q quiz sho-ws Macc.line Irons - Lena Prieta 
Catherine Fsency «' San Francisco; Beatrice 
Kelly - Lcs Angeles; Doras Smith - San Diego 
Questions o.i policy and history of Sierra 
Clu-P v;ere asked . 
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Xues, Two hikes were scheduled 

July 15 for Wednesday. The Grand¬ 

ma's led by Pete Friedrichsen were to 
investigate Lake 11,101, while Ned 
Thompson was to lead an exploratory 
trip to Glacier Divide, 

We all wondered \7hat the Doctor 
was really doing wandering into 
strange tents at 1:30 A,II,, after listen¬ 
ing to Dot Pepper's discussion of "Who 
Done It". 

Bill Pope, swimmer, athlete, orni¬ 
thologist, chosen as one of the Boy 
Scouts to attend the World Jamboree in 
Europe lest summer, reported his adven¬ 
tures and associations with 14,000 boys 
from 52 countries, 

Wendy told of her experiences in 
England during the war. She was a mem¬ 
ber of Girl Guides in England and France. 

Dr< Crowe, as the well known Crovm 
Prince, Lwiss climber, rigged with every¬ 
thing from hot water bottle to rope and 
crutch, employed numerous foreign climb¬ 
ing terras in discussing the proposed 
cl imb to Ift, Ever est n ext year. 

Wed, Margaret Byrkit reported 

Jiily l6 that on the trip to Lake 
11,1G1, obsidian, and the remains of 
an Indian camp ground, had been found. 

Ned reported that 15 M.A.s had climb¬ 
ed to First Mesa and then over talus, 
sno\7 humnocks and scree to the top of 
Glacier Divide where all aroxind them 
coiild be seen vertical glaciers drop¬ 
ping 2,000 feet. Twelve members 
climbed Conglomerate Peak and an¬ 
other unnamed 13,200 feet peak v/here 
they found the delightful blue Polo- 
moniun. The Divide offered a pano¬ 
ramic vie\7 of Mt, Humphry and its 
basin •^‘filled with ice covered lakes 
and streams; the Palisades to the south; 
the Minarettes to the north; I/itoTom 


and The White Mountains to the oast. 

We were v/arned as to destruction of 
natural resoturces in the area by Dr, Crov;e. 

Foster's Philharmonic Orchestra \7ith 
Jo Seely as concert master, performed. 

Violin, or comb, section: Catherine Feeney, 
Boa Kelly, Nancy Boynton, Laurie Andrews, 
Wendy Tripp, Jo Seely? Doras Smith, Percus¬ 
sion sectioi was led by Peter Raven with 
tub drums aid mop drum sticks. Bill Pope 
handled steel bars, Mike MacDonald - bottles, 
pot and pan lids, and wash basin; Ned man- 
nipulated stc’j kettle lids for cynbols. 

It was a toss up between Peter and Ned 
as to who had the most fun. The Wacky 
Orchestra burst into "Hail, Hail The 
Gang's All 3ero"as the Enchanted Seven 
were seen r. 3 turning, led by Oliver, their 
gadding spirit, Ned hvirried to feed then 
as they looked pounds lighter. Doctor or¬ 
dered them bo turn in early, Paul Gjminland 
offered to Trite a special article for the 
book on their exoericnces. The outstand¬ 
ing points were the leadership of Oliver 
and Morgan, the repelling over 400 ff't 
cliffs of Slow after dark, the miles of 
snow haunmocks, the waterfalls, the climb¬ 
ing of peaks, and the comradeship of the 
men. _ 

Thurs"! Day of~the* bandanna and gadget 
July 17 show. Commissary was surroainded 
by gay and colorful scarfs, by people in 
outlandish cpst 'mes, Ned served lemonade, 
popcorn and cookies. Judges Elizabeth 
Smith, Bill Pope, Peter Friedrichsen and 
Doras Smith selected the following winners: 
BANDMNAS 

1st: Liz Cuthbortson, 2nd: Anno Crowe, 
3rd: Bojana Miholic, 

Cotton: 1st: Beth Byrkit, 2nd: Roberta Ninans, 
Distance: 1st: Allen Chaffee, 2nd: Helen Pope. 
3rd: Jeff Smith. ^ 

Wool: Catherine Feeney. 

Comical^ Ist^ Jo Seely, 2ndj Laurie Andrews, 











3rd: Joar Lvid’7ig, 

UiiRDEN ord FL0I7ER DISPLAYS 
1st: Byrlfit Sisters vrf-th Potentilla 
display, 2nd: Helen Pope with her Pine 
Knot, 3rd: Roberta VJinan's Oriental 
Tree; Haiion Ssinford, Catherine Feeney, 

Boa Kelly v/ith The Lagoon, 

CHILDREN’S DISPLAY 

1st: Bon Pope, 2nd: Peter Kittel. 

CHILDREN'S i^RT 

1st: Peter Kittel, 2nd: Bobbie Carder, 
ADULT ARl 

1st: Geo, Mattson, 2nd: Dr.Crowe, 

GADGETS 

1st: Byrkit Sisters v;ith their clothes 
haijger; Ivy Foster's bathtub. 

COSTUIffiS 

1st: The Gypsy - Roberta liinans. 

2nd: The Chinese - Laurie Andrev;s. 

3rd: Sulton Himself - Morgan Cuthbertson. 

At campfire a trail register was 
signed fer Charley Summer to indicate 
number of persons using wilderness area. 
Round robin ’was composed to Bob Thompson, 
Knife donated Icy Wm, Carder \7as given 
to Peter Kittel. We learned that Base 
Camp would be at Second Recess next year. 

Ned and Oliver commenced the program 
by "singing” "One And A Half Days Left". 
Lost and Found Department surprised Oliver 
by cxliibiting his flash light. To re¬ 
trieve it he was cautioned against 
speaking for 3 minutes - all questions 
put to him had to bo ans’wered in sign 
language. 

The First Basemen's show follow¬ 
ed, a satire on base camp leaders, en¬ 
titled "Impressions of a first baseman". 

Ma Leoly, Pa Stoll, children, Bob¬ 
bie Carder, Benjy Pope and Tommy Por¬ 
ter, steamed into base camp in panto¬ 
mime, singing "In My Merry Oldsmobilo", 
Mike MacDonald, as Oliver, greeted the 
grandmas, Ifa*. Jeff Pine (Jeff Smith), 


Willy Scree (Wm. Carder), ot al, who cane 
limping into camp. They were informed 
showers were 6 miles up the outlet of 
Evolution Crook and that campsites were 
available 3 or 4 miles this'way and that 
way. Not quite settled but eager to feed 
the bedraggled group, Jin Stoll, as Nod, 
boomed "soups on". Mosquito count was 
given, Oliver (Mike) made announcement of 
an easy trip all could take to Enchanted 
Gorge, Bill Pope, as Peter Raven, proclaim¬ 
ed, as he twirled his foot and rumpled his. 
hair, that he had seen unopened orchids, 
dandelions and daisies on the trail. Mike 
rendered a discourse on glaciology, divid¬ 
ing it into periods, Rdnaissance, 1550, 

Baroque, 1550; Ice Age, 1750, Romantic per¬ 
iod, 1850, Impressionistic, 1950; and now a 
Modern Period, a result of the last 3 i)er- 
iods. The Enchanted Seven passed thru, ex¬ 
ercising, and ready to take off for the 
Gorge, Bob Hostorff, as Dr, Crov7e, dis¬ 
closed that the Dept, of Interior was plan¬ 
ning a 4 lane highivay in Evolution Valley 
with signposts, hot dog stands and other 
symbols of civilization. The Enchanted 
Seven returned singing "Here V/e Come 
Gathering Nuts In May" and looking pounds 
heavier, and shovring off the strange forma¬ 
tions they had fovind in the form of 7 chorus 
girls, Laurie, Nancy, Wendy, Bojana, Marion, 

Bea and Jo, After dancing the Oaky Poky, 
scouts in the audience voted Bojana the most 
glamorous chorus girl and she ’7as presented 
vjith a garter by Oliver (Mike) as a prize. 

All agreed the show \jas excellent. Spec¬ 
ial recognition goes to Nancy, Vfendy and Laurie 
who were the main spring behind the produc- 

ti on, _ __ 

Frid, i^reaking camp If^- an early 

J\ily 18 breakfast was a sad affair, af¬ 
ter two glorious ’7oeks of playing and work¬ 
ing togethor. A last farewell to those in 
Commissary, a final look at cam.psites, and 
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v;e retraced our stops do';.'n Evolution 
Crook and across the new bridges-, At 
noon nany gathered for lunch at the 
top of the falls and to enjoy the beauty 
of a bed cf Cassiopo, favorite flower 
of John rkiir. Subsequent base campers 
could have the glory of the flowers 
while we had the scenic display of the 
frozen lal:es. Outgoing trails wore 
drier; foi-'er mosquitos. 

Last campfire was held at base 
of Pavilion Dome. Trip review reveal¬ 
ed follovmLng: Base Camp Bumps: 13, 
Glacier Divide: 15, with 12 proceed¬ 
ing to Conglomerate Peak and unnamed 
13,200 foot peak; Lake 11,101: 17, 

Mcgee Lakes: 28, Enchanted Gorge: 7, 
Goddard Crock: 7; DarrriLn Bench: 36, 

Goethe Lakes: 36; Sapphire Lake: 2 - 
to fish; Evolution Lake: 43; Mt. Spen¬ 
cer: 20; 13 had tried The Hermit and 
nearly all had attended Peter’s nat\ire 
v;alks. 

Oliver told of the puroose of base- 
canp, of different trips base campers 
had taken in the past, and advised each 
of us at some ti.no to try the high trips. 
Ivy spoke of the San Diego Chapter and 
in'ri’tcd us to visit Guynan Lodge in the 
Laguna Mts, Bakersfield is forming a 
nox7 chapter, 

Peter Kittcl \7as presented with 
the knife and Oliver presented his ovm 
knife to Benjy Pope. Oliver then thank¬ 
ed all of us \ 7 ho had helped to make this 
such a successful period. 

Candicates for polished cups for 
serving camp beyond call of duty were: 
Jack Allen, Frank Bailey, Nancy Boynton, 
Harold Cio'tc, Catherine Feeney, Ivy 
Foster (v'ithdrew as she had a cup), Loris 
Foster, Paul Grunland, Bob Hostorff, Bea 
Kelly, Frank Lewis, Marie Lewis, Bojana 
Miholic, Mike MacDonald, Dot Pepper, 


Billy Pope, Claire Seely, Jo Seely, Jim 
Stoll, Boras Smith, Peter Van de Linde, 

Wendy Tripp, Roberta Winans, 

After a difficult task to decide, the 
following were declared winners by popular 
vote: Jack Allen, Frank Bailey, Harold Crowe, 
Doras Smith, and Dot Pepper. Special 
Sierra Club badges were awarded runner ups: 
Claire Seely, Bill Pope, and Mike MacDonald. 

Tentative invitations to Helen Pope's 
Mother’s hone for a northern reunion aM to 
Dr, Crowe's Redondo Beach home for the 
southern reunion. 

Our last campfire came to an end. I 
am looking forv/ard to seeing you all at 
next year * s base camp, so hasta la vista, 
as they say in the south. 

Doras Smith 


SONG OF A VETERAN 
I've climbed The Hermit and Darr/in 
Mounts Ritter and Banner and Lyell 
With pre-rope-clinbing techniques 
I've climbed five 14,000 foot peaks 
ilnd hiked nany a Colby mile. 

But now that my breath comes much shorter 
And pounds have slowed down ny pace 
I peel the carrots and onions 
Close to the commissary base. 

And drink in the marvelous scenery 
Right here before my eyes 
Take nat'ire vmlks, enjoy campfire 
ilnd streigthon good friendship’s ties, 

les, it's good to cone to the mountains 
Even if horse you .must ride 
For there one finds inspiration 
And peace and contentment besides. 
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THE HERMIT STANDS ALONE 


This gray nunatak was an outstanding feature of the 
ever-present backdrop to our camp and to the many- 
meadowed Evolution Valley, It also marked the thres¬ 
hold to the rugged glacial basins beyond. Its 
polished dome regularly reflected the early tints 
of the sunrise and,the last rich glows of the sunrise 

The Hermit, solitary guardian of our Camp, often 
became a guiding landmark on*our frequent expeditions 
into the trailless hinterland. 

It was climbed by several parties and its difficult 
summit block was safely negotiated by each group. 


Print by James 


MacBride 
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aWOJA SailATE TIMSH aHT 
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-asirid- srii bsii'xBra _p3lB dl ^xpLlsV noidnlova bswobsom 
• . acfi . :.bnox9d, anxascf IbIobI^ bssaui arid od blori 
adnxd baJoal'is'i sAiob boiiailoq 

.sax'inus srfd lo awolg rioxT: dafil 'srid^.bnB ssxTcm/a arid lo 

nsdlo ^qmfiO luo lo'nBxbxBirg Y'^^^^-t-toa. {dinTisH sriT. 
aflo.t:d.tb9qX9 dnsxrpaal ^yo'rio jl'YBmbnBi :^nxbxijj?' 6 srnBd'scf 
. -«• . •bnBl'isdnxri aaelfrBxd . odd odni 

dluoxllxb adx bnB abXvbi'Aq Ifiisvaa Y^^ bsdmxio asw dl 
.quo'is rloB9 y<^ bedBidogan Y-Cs'i^s sbw >'oold dxmrrtua 


ob.l'iQorjM 


aorrcBl. y<J dmxT:^ 































DARVaW FALLS 

A CRESCENDO IN SOUND AND BEAUTY 


Hidden in the forest and only a stone’s throw from 
the John Iluir Trail, Darwin Creek makes its culmin¬ 
ating leap over these water-worn cliffs* This stream 
originates from two widely contrasting sources* One 
branch ^s derived from the Darwin and Mendel Glaciers, 
pouring forth from the precipitous and talus-filled 
Darwin Cdi.y^nj the other flows quietly from a cluster 
of placid 3.akes lying on a series of terraces in the 
Goethe Amphitheater^ 

The owe streams join in a hanging valley, over whose 
lip the waters catapult in a succession of cascades 
to enJ its boisterous course in this spectacular set¬ 
ting, Here banks of ferns catch the spray and hide 
the nests of family-raising ouaels* 


36 
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The Base Camp has always felt that 
the Club Members would become bet¬ 
ter conservationist in proportion 
to their knowledge and love of the 
mountains. So we feel that our 
planned Natural Science Program 
will provide this intimate know¬ 
ledge and the resulting intrinsic 
love. Ne have been extremely for¬ 
tunate each year in having a rep¬ 
resentative in camp from the Calif¬ 
ornia Acadeiry of Sciences, Peter ; 
Raven, as our Camp Naturalist. He 
has proved to be an exceptional 
teacher and a x^elcome fellow camper, 
V/e are proud to have haa him with 
us and everyone - from the Presi¬ 
dent of the Club- down to the little 
folk, benefited by his untiring ef¬ 
forts, Bd. 


NATU- 


The natural science activities on the 
19$2 Sierra Club Base Camp did rot fall be¬ 
hind the others, for the theme seemed to be 
“bigger and better things for mere people." 
The Camp, situated at incwnparalle Colby 
Meadows in spectacular, rugged Ivolution 
Valley, proved a happy setting lor acquaint¬ 
ing members with the natarai history of this 
particular region and for the Sierra in gen¬ 
eral. iind iry job was always made simple by 
raai^ cooperative students, amateur and pro¬ 
fessional, who were always eager to impart 
their learning to fellow camperr. 

During the first period there were two 
nature walks, with somewhat of a paradox ex¬ 
isting. The main walk, with a talk on gla¬ 
ciology by Oliver Kehrlein and one on the 
birds of the region by Bill Pope, both very 
well done, was attended by 2h people; but a 
later walk, practically unplanned, was at- 
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tended by 33. Thus everyone in camp was ex¬ 
posed to our scientific presentations. 

The middle two weeks, which will be re¬ 
membered as the rainiest (in keeping with the 
Base Camp policy of giving its guests only 
superlatives) started off with a nature walk, 
attended by 93> with excellent talks by Fran¬ 
ces .Payne, on the birds and by Oliver, on 
glaciology. Later Frances Payne and Helen 
Sharsmith led a nature walk which included 
birds, mamals, aid geology, but unfortunately 
only lO braved the impending rain to hear 
these fine talks. Base Campers of this per¬ 
iod should be especially grateful to Helen 
Sharsmith who on all occasions, graciously 
gave of her vacation time to teach others 
from her store of knowledge about the Sier¬ 
ra. Likewise Frances Payne contributed fre¬ 
quently to any and all natural science ac¬ 
tivities, The 93 people on this first na¬ 
ture walk proved to constitute the largest 
activity of any kind for that period. 

In the final period, the regular nature 
walk was given to a gathering of 95 campers, 
drawn largely by the interesting talk on 
glaciology given by Howard Stagner, head na¬ 
turalist of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 
Parks, who, fortunately, was a guest in camp 
at the time. This also proved to be the 
largest activity of its period. Clair McGee 
gave a-^rd walk to a very enthusiastic group 












































of thirty and Alice Kulford gave a chil¬ 
dren's nature walk for the yourgsters in 
camp. Later a flower walk was held, also 
with a very enthusiastic and irterested 
gathering. In addition to these regular 
activities, Clair McGee and Meile Wilson 
gave talks at camp fire for the edification 
of the camp in general, Clair giving two 
talks on stars and Merle one on geology. 
These talks were among the finest given in 
camp. 


A Flower Show, "The Highest Flower 
Show in the World", was maintained for the 
first li 1/2 weeks. luring the last ten 
dyas I was unfortxmately (Mrs. Raven, 
please take note - iSd.) usually hanging 
ty ny teeth (some teeth - Ed.) on some 
mountain, and so was unable to keep up the 
Flower Show. But when in camp, we did 
have some nature walks to learn the vari¬ 
ous kinds of flowers. 


A collection of over 900 jlants was 
made and presented to the California Acade- 
ny of Sciences. A list of these may be 
found at the end of this book. In addi¬ 
tion, a list of 55 birds was obtained in 
the region, so in both of these departments 
we exceeded the previous "highs" for Base 
Camp. About 150 specimens of insects, 
largely beetles were collected and pre¬ 
sented to Dr. fi.S.Ross, the curator of 
Entomology at the Acadeny. Of special 
Interest was a new subspecies of a group 
of beetles restricted to the high peaks of 
the Sierra. Of this species, one type had 
been found on Mt. lyell, near the glacier, 
and another, Nebria ingens Horn, found at 
Franklin Lake and on the sximmit of Mt. Whit¬ 
ney. These beetles are so rare that the en¬ 
tire group is represented in collections by 

on^ 7 spec^ens. whilo cllmbir.g Mt. Darwin 
1 fortunately found one of the beetles along 


a little snow-runoff stream at 13,600 ft.(and 
who said there was no snow-runoff stream at 
high elevations?). According to Dr. E.C.Van 
Dyke of the Acadeny, it proved to be an en¬ 
tirely new subspecies of Nebria ingens . It • 
may be of interest to Base Campers that the 
original type was collected by Hopping on one 
of Clarence King's early expeditions in the 
\Jhitney country. 

In conclusion I would like to say "Thank 
you" personally to all of ny fellow campers. I 
certainly enjoyed the finest vacation I have 
ever known among the high peaks and fine plants 
of the Sierra. I hope you enjoyed ny effort to 
teach you something as much as I enjoyed try¬ 
ing. And I really think that this will be re¬ 
membered as the finest Base Camp, for even now 
I am sure every camper can look up in his 
mind's eye and see the grand old group of the 
Hemit, Darwin, and Mendel standing high a- 
bove camp in clouds and sun or perhpas the 
star-filled velvet cloak that v;as the sky 
above Muir Pass. And although there iirere 
many rough places to encounter, as there are 
on any mountain trip, I think that campers in 
general came to have the spirit of the Roman 

who wrote: M astra per as pera - Through 

difficulties to the stars. 
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CONDOR CALL 

Kathy Jacl son, Ed. 

LOS, RaDRES charter at Base Ci 1€» 

Nine members of Los Padres Chapter 
joined the second two weeks of the Sierra 
Club Base Camp at Colby Meadows, July 20 
to Au^st 2. This was the largest percent¬ 
age representation of ary chapter present. 
With rsi additional meraLer on the third two 
weeks of Base Camp and three m® bers on the 
High Trips, our Chapter was well represen¬ 
ted on’ the Sierra Club Wilderness outings 
our f$pst summer. 

Jctek 'Wheeler is remembered at Base Camp 
for his distinctive raiment, particularly 
his w^ll-travelled ranger‘s hat worn at a 
rakish angle. He could have passed for Fre¬ 
mont ' s, veteran guide. George Loosely vxas 
hailed as the unofficial king of the fish¬ 
ermen,^ While most of us would be lucky to 
get two or three, George •'ronld go a little 
farther and get his limit. Judy and Mere¬ 
dith Ritchie and Bea Delgado are remembered 
as thcv most attractive trio in camp. 

Nancy Serr stole the art show with 
her watercolor of the amphitheater of peaks 
soon above Colby Meadows. Gene Serr is re¬ 
membered as one of the five stalwart Ph.D-'s 

(D- Phools) who made a four-cay expedition 

to the little-known Ionian Basin and Enchan¬ 
ted Gorge. Bob Ritchie and George Smith are 
remembered as two of the veteran campers who 
contributed their stories and experience to 
help make Base Camp so enjoyable, 

1 ' . )• 


No attempt will bo made here to des¬ 
cribe the beautiful and avie-in-spiring Evo¬ 
lution country surrounding Camp. ¥o vrill be 
seeing color slides later that will do a 
much better job df that. For details of the 
mary trips taken :from camp and a od mplete 
cross-section of*all camp activities, get 
hold of one of tl|e Base Camp Books that; 
Oliver Kehrlein puts out about Christma.a 
Base Camp has gre^m steadily to a peak this 
year of about 37^^ people over the six-Wi|ek 
period. About two-thirds of these have been 
to Base Camp at ^east once before. The^won- 
derful organization and leadership of Base 
Camp thus speaks *for itself* 

7 -Gene SeRr. 


HI SIEfiSAN • ■ 

^ Ivy Poster, Sd, 

I 

All' three base camps h ad good rop- 
resontation from San Diego® The Seeleys, the 
Posters, Doras^Smith, Jack Allen and George 
Mattson on 1st trip; Dr. & I^rs Movius, Dr and 
Margie Langsdorf (Gordon was official doctor) 
Mr & firs Jumblattj and Ruth v/heelwright on 2d 
trip.' On 3d ttip,'Jane Collard, Leona Finalle 
and MiriamAnderson® First trippers had the ad¬ 
vantage of seeing this specta cular Evolution 
Basin area follov/ing a bountiful winter snow- 
lakes'frozen solid, snow everywheroo 
Also^ ^0,000 mosquitoes (contrary to OK^s pre¬ 
vious report that there were only one or two 
and held killed both) But to me (your od^)' 
Base Camp is wonderful under any condi-^ions, 
no matter v/here in the Sierra^ 

















FISH :iEPCRT FOR PERIOD 7-7 to 7-13 INC. 


JACK>ALLEN 

17 

B CARDER 

1 

WK. CARDER 

7 

BILI DU??KERLY 

12 

PETFR FRIEDRICHSEN 

2 

ANIIRii HURLEY 

2 

MI'J)ELI^'E IRONS 

41 

ROUIN IRONS 

58 

GEOIGE MATTSON 

5 

BENJY POPE 

19 

ANDY PORTER 

8 

TOMY PORTER 

21 

FRiilK PRINCE 

25 

JEFF SIiITH 

56 

JIM STOLL 

10 

BOB HESTORFF 

1 
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OUR PAUL BUKY/iN 
By Margaret Levy 

ilay Deeter, rho told us so many many 
uonderful tales of Paul Bunyan, didn’t 
realize ve had a candidate in our ovn 
C 9 inr> for the honor of running Paul neck 
and neck in performing amazing feats. 

The day vre left base camp, it was 
on the hot side. None of us relished 
the last couple of miles into Piute 
Creek. But our modern Bunyan came to 
our aid. He left camp long after the 
others literally jogging along at a 
fancy rete of speed, passing everybody, 
even the laden. 

I Tendered why all the hurry on 
that hoi day. A feu minutes later I 
knev; the answer. He had rushed along 
to whistle up a breeze thru that canyon 
so as to keep it cooler for the rest of 
us. It worked too, for after he had 


passed, the air he had circulater started 
a refreshing little breeze. Many thanks, 
Peter Raven, 


HEilP BIG SI 'OKE 


Indian meet pretty maid out \7est. Make big 
talk and beat his chest. 

Promise narry girl first chance he get. Ten 
years go by, they not married yet. 

Him heap big smoke but no fire (repeat) 

Him talk lot but him not so hot 
Him big smoke but no fire. 

Indian take girl in big canoe. Ride 10 mile 
to pitch some uoo. 

But when they get there him soon get tight 
Poor Indian girl paddle hoi® all night. 

Promise girl he catchem big brown bear 

Make new coat for her to ’wear 

She say this is feather in your cap 

But he catch himself in his own bear trap. 

Girl hear a voice from the canyon wall. 

Soiind like Indian love call. 

But when she get there it just big squawk 
Him hit big toe with his tomahawk. 

Indian say him romeo man. 

Him make love like no one can 

But with girl him always out of form 

Him can't keen even viigv/am warm. 


Here'stb the famous 0. K, 

Who knocks off three peaks a day 
In all kinds of weather 
The man with the feather 
Lets nothing stand in his way. 













MT. McGEE 

CARVED Airo SCULPTURED BY GLACIERS 


The decadent remains of a glacier still whiten the 
cirque on the north face of Mt. McGee* This dying 
body of ice is the sole remnant of a wide-spread 
group of glaciers which once filled the basins now 
occupied by the McGee lakes, the chain of tarns under 
Emerald Peak and the lakes beneath the unstable ter¬ 
minal moraine of McGee Glacier. 

All of our members made frequent excursions to these 
beautiful lakes, and some of the best fishing was 
found in the streams emanating from them. 


h.O 


Photograph by James MacBride 
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McGEE 


LAKES 


AN ARCADY IN THE SKY 


It is not at all strange that so many Base Campers 
went up to this cluster of charming little lakes in 
McGee Basin — time and time again — to relax — 
sunbathe — and while away idle hours that somehow 
did not seem to be thus wasted. 

There v/as one spot vdiere one could be alone ... 
and could forget ... 
and dream ,,, 

and plan anew for the life to which we were 
condemned to return so soon. 

It was here that we felt as did Achilla Ratti while 
bivouacing on Monte Rosa: 

"At that height ,,. in the center of the grandest 
of all the Alpine theaters ,«. in that pure 
transparent atmosphere, under that sky of deepest 
blue ... in that silence ... We felt ourselves 
to be in the presence of a novel and most imposing 
revelation of the omnipotence and majesty of God .. . 
How could we think of the fatigue we had endured, 
much less complain of it." 


4 ^, 


H^otograph by Carl Hilllcr 
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These contributions bj our bird 
loving experts add material to 
the pleasure and interest of our 
camp life and to the permanence 
and value of the B.C.Books. 

These annual records should be 
assembled in one brochure for 
the benefit of all ornitholo¬ 
gists. Congratulations to the 
contributors. Ed. 


The BASd GAMP BIRt* LIST includes all 
the birds seen from Florence Lake area to 
I'inir Pass during the period froi July 5 to 
August 16, 1952 . Most of the birds were 
iduntified by .'/illiam Pope and the author, 
and the list surpasses that of any other 
Base Camp. Thanks also to Frances Payne, 

Glair McGee, and Alice Mulford for their 
work in identifying birds for t]>is list. 

Aside from the remarkable'number of birds 
seen, scverrl species of birds listed have 
apparently nested and reared their young well 
above the usual range, vve usvially think of 
black birds, both Red wing and Brevrer's, as 
nesting and rearing young in marshy meadows 
in the great valleys .'uad up to four thousand 
foot altitude, if conditions are favorable. 

These birds vjcro found in small numbers in 
Blanoy Meadov/s ( 78 OO ft.) on July 6 and by 
July 20 had already begun to flock, having 
presumably nested in late May and early June 
at these elevations. At Blaney Meadows, on 
July 18 , a nest was found, supported about 
six inches above ground by a sedge ( Carex 
rostr ata). It was woven of grasses, basket¬ 
shaped, and about 8-10 inches ecross. This 
was presumed to be a nest of tl e Red V^ing, 
but no further data vrere gather ed along this 
line. These meado^^s were marsly, but surrounded 


by PETER RAVEN 



by aspens and lodgepole, with Jeffrey pines 
on the warmer slopes. It is possible that 
large meadows of this type in the Sierra may 
hold a breeding population of these birds, 
but much work remains to be done. In addition 
Brewer * s Blackbirds were noted singlely or in 
small flocks at Florence Lake (7300 ft.), 
McClure Meadows (9i4.00 ft.), and Colby Meadows 
(9800 ft.). In the warmer Red Mountain Basin 
they were observed foraging in large flocks in 
all the meadows from as low as vje penetrated 
( 10,000 ft) to above timborline at 11,000 ft. 

AIsd in Blaney Meadov7s, Song Sparrows 
were often heard singing from the willows 
and on several occasions the adults appeared, 
with their large central breast spot much in 
evidence. This is m elevation higher than 
normal for the bird, which is listed as a com¬ 
mon resident of the San Joaquin Valley. 

The Violet-green Swallow is usually 
given in the books as a summer resident of 
the yellow pine belt, but there is consi¬ 
derable evidence that it breeds at the lower 
limit of the Lodgepole Pines. On July 28, 
19?I, several irc-re seen at Rainbow Falls, 

700(1 ft., Madera Co., in a mixed growth of 
Jeffrey Pine, Lodgepole Pine, Mountain Hem¬ 
lock, Juniper, and White Fir (P.Raven US 
1;3). Then this year they were often ob- 
serve^^ Whenever Florence Lake was visited 












a few of those brightly colored birds were 
in sight, bn July 1^52, a nest of •, 

species was observed under the eaves of the >• 
store there. There wehe 'at least three-" . 
half grown birds in the nest at that date, 
who kept up (■ continuous clamor for food. 

■jjy July 20, 19^2, least, Violet-green 
Swallows were frequently observed all the 
way up the ca^r^on of the South Fork of the 

San Joaquin at least to the junction of 
Evolution Creek (8It00 ft.). There they i^ere 
showing considerable interest in some dead 
trees, entering the abandoned holes of a 
woodpecker, suggesting that they were nesting 
there. On August 12, 19?)2, three birds were 
seen in the San Joaquin at nearly 9000ft. 

Then on July 27, one bird, evidently a stray 
or migrant, was seen dead in the snow on tha 
east shoulder of Peak 12818 near ^iuir Pass, 
at the very high elevation of 12^00 feet. 

In California, the Mountair Quail is 
generally accepted as being a resident of 
the Transition and Canadian Zone s of the 
mountains, so it was without too much sur¬ 
prise that we noted it, on July 16, rearing 
young at Florence Lake. But on August 10, 
1952 , on the west side of Hell-J or Sure Pass 
at about 11200 feet, we were very surprised 
to see one of these lerge birds flush from a 
tangled growth of willow among the last scat¬ 
tered shrubs ofWhitebark Pine, ai d even more 
startled to see about 8 young birds scatter 
when the bush was approached more closely. 
This is certainly well above the normal 
range. 


A Rock wren was seen among talus on Mt. 
Goethe, above I 3 OOO feet, on July 23, 1952. 

Perhaps the most startling experience 
of the entire Base Camp, from the ornitho¬ 
logical standpoint, occurred on August 11, 
1952 , on the large lake at 105C0 feet in the 


Red Mountain Basin, at about 6:00 p.li. a 
2.arge blaqk and white bird flew in from the 
Igjjer end of the lake and began circling about. 
At--a-; distance- it- app(^^ to be a California 
Gull, but as it approached the long upturned 
black bill and reddish-'brown of the head and 
neck wore noted. It was white with broad black 
banding about the wings. It was, in fact, be¬ 
yond any reasonable doubt, an Avocet, and what 
it was doing at 10500 feet in the Sierra Nevada 
is a question that may well remain unanswered 
for a long time. In aqy case this "resident 
of the ocean shore and interior valleys" set- 
tl<jd down, apparently for the night, and when 
vje looked the next morning, it vras gone. 

The forest at Colby Meadows (98C)Oft,) 
consisted of Lodge-pole Pine, V/hite-bark'Pine 
(scattered), and Mountain Hemlock. But high 
up on the south slope of Evolution Valley, the 
forest was composed of Junipers and Jeffrey 
Pine with an understory of Great Basin plants 
such as sagebrush. 

The explanation for this extension of 
range for both birds and for the plants is 
that the steep granitic walls of the glacier- 
sculptured capyon retain the unusual heat of 
the upper drainage of the South Fork of the 
San Joaouin and the North Fork of the Kings 
River Canyons, vrhile the cold air of the upper 
elevations follows down the streams, forcing 
the heated air up on the slopes. This repre¬ 
sents an inversion on life zones, and causes a 
temperature reversal which allows mary species 
of birds to find suitable insect and plant 
food higher or lower than their general range, 
thus enabling them to extend the normal ranges. 
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BIFID LIST 


The following list is arranged by 
periods, as follows: 

Period 1: July 5, 19^2 to July 19, 19^2 
Period 2: July 20, 1952 to August 2, 1952 
Period 3: August 3, 1952 to August 16, 1952 

X; Bird was observed. 

C: Bird was observed at Colby Meadows or nearby 
H; Bird was heard, but not seen. 

Perl Per2 Per3 

1. Western Goshawk X 

2. ’w'estern Red-tailed Hawk C C 

3. Golden Eagle X X 

li. Sparrow Hawk C C 

5. Sierra Grouse C C X 

6. Mountain Quail X X 

7. Killdeer X 

8. Spotted Sandpiper XXX 

9. Avocet X 

10. Pacific Kighthawk X X C 

11. Vaux's Swift C C 

12. Rufous Hunaningbird C C C 

13. Calliope Hummingbird C C 

lli. Red-shefted Flicker XXX 

15. Red-breasted Sapsucker X X 

l8. Williamson's Sapsucker X X 

17. Hairey 'Woodpecker C C 

10, Hammonds Flycatcher (?) X 

19« viesturn Wood Peewee C C C 

20. Olive-sided Flycatcher C C C 

21. Violet-green Swallow XXX 



Perl Per2 Per3 


21*. Mountain Chickadee 

X 

c 

c 

25 . Slender-billed Nuthatch 

X 


X 

26 . Sierra Creeper 

HC 

c 

c 

27 . Water Ouzel 

X 

c 

X 

28. Canyon Viren 


X 


29 . Rock V/ren 

X 

X 

X 

30 , Western Robin 

C 

c 

c 

31 . Sierra Hermit Thrush 

c 

c 

c 

32 . Mountain Bluebird 

X 


X 

33* Townsend*s Solitaire 

X 


X 

3 U, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

C 

c 

c 

35 . Cassin's Solitairy Vireo 

X 

H 


36 , Western Warbling Vireo 

X 

H 

HC 

37. Calaveras Warbler 

X 



38 . Audobon's Warbler 

c 

c 

c 

39 . MacGillivray's Warbler 

X 



40. Pileolated Warbler 

c 

c 

c 

111. Kern Red-winged Blackbird X 

X 


42 . Brewer' s Bla ckbird 

X 

X 

G 

li3. Western Tanager 

X 

X 

X 

iiii. Black-headed Grosbeak 

c 



45. Cassin Purple Pinch 

c 

c 

c 

46. Sierra Rosy Finch 

c 

X 

X 

47. Pine Siskin 

c 



48. Bendiro's(Sierra)Crossbill C 



49. Green-tailed Towhoe 

X 



50 . Oregon Junco(Sierra Junco) C 

c 

c 

51 . Western Chipping Sparrow 

X 

X 


52 . Vlhite-crowned Sparrow 

c 

c 

c 

53. Fox Sparrow 

X 


X 

54 . Song Sparrow 

X 

H 


55 . Lincoln Sparrow 


XH 
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EVOLUTION BASIN 




SHEDS ITS \VENTER MANTLE 
OF ICE AND SNOW 

Base Campers, this year, had the rare privilege 
of seeing Evolution Basin as only hardy winter 
mountaineers ever see it» 

Usually this lake is clear of ice by the end of Junec 
This year, winter persisted for nearly ten monthso 
Spring came to these meadows in mid-July and lasted 
for about a week. Summer and fall followed in quick 
succession during August,, Then the first snows cf 
the new winter carpeted the Basin early in Septerabera 

During rhesa short six weeks, all vegetation had to' 
hurry through with its life'^s cycle -- green leaves, 
buds, flowers 5 seeds and reproduction,, For the 
coneys and other little animals up there, the problem 
was more .serious, They had to feed their babes with 
roots and then v;ait for- the grasses to mature before 
they could fatten up and lay away their stacks of 
cui'ed ’^hay" for the approaching winte.ro 

No wonder the fish were .lean ■— up in these high lakes o 


Photograph by James St-oll 
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THE HERJilT SMILES ON EVOLUTION 


As the deep purple shadows settle ever Evolution 
Lake and filter into the surrounding glacial basins^ 

The Hermit catches the last rays of the setting sun 
to burnish its polished flanks with glowing tones of 

golds 

This rare display of sunset coloring is reserved 
only for those who are willing to spend the night in 
Evolution Basin or at some similar timber-line location, 
such as McGee Lakes or Darwin Bench® 


Photograph by Judd Boynton 
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THF Ci-IAN&!NlGn01)5caFiULe £V;OL(jriON LAKE 


by RUTH AIKEM 


One day an enjoyable svimner thunder 
shower, the next day n real deluge I The 
third day •• it could not happen again so 
what would be better than the scheduled 
hike to iivolution Lake with Peter Fried- 
richsen, that master leader of hikes for 
grandmothers? A beautiful crisp morning, 
a sky dreamed about bv photographers, a 
dustless trail, and the primiee of good 
fishing lured us to ^Lat area UP THFRii 
where the storm clouds‘had been so dramatic 
only yesterday. About half way up the trail 
part of the group with another leader 
turned off to Dan^in Bench. But were 
surely wise in continuing on to Evolution 
Lake, and that could not be it so soonj 
Half a roll of film gone already and yet to 
take are the cascades with their magnificent 
waterwheels tumbling down froir the outlet of 
the lake. 

Fishing is not so good just now, so 
perhaps lunch would be a better idea. That 
was a lunch to remember! .did we have cheese 
or spam that day, or vras it necessary to 
make out on our squirrelings? Mortal food 
was not what we consumed; rather, it was the 
experience of being an insignificant speck 
utterly at peace in a big wonderful and un¬ 
spoiled vrorld. 

But there is a restless irood creeping 
into our paradise. The clouds are not still 
the innocent fluffs of cotton they were when 
we arrived so perhaps to the cutlet of the 
lake we should go for pictures. Here the 
water is not content merely tc empty out into 
the typical creek but must go its way to the 


valley a thousand feet below tearing at the 
solid granite, in angry thrusts of foam charging 
at obstacles in its way as violently as Man 
does. For thousands of years it has been do¬ 
ing that, with little evident results, be¬ 
cause it was not Man. liihat would Man do here 
with all this water and that gem of a valley 
below? Oh, ho! A dam would certainly change 
all this. Those poor mortals in distant 
cities need more power so the cities can grow 
larger, have more industries to foul the air 
which is not as this air. Impound the water 
here! Create a recreational area! Build a 
road to make it easy of access! Reclaim it! 
But that could never happen because THIS is a 
National Park and a vrilderness area set aside 
for the very use we are nov? making of it. 

How secure vxe, the creek, and that love¬ 
ly valley feel in that thought. Then why is 
it necessary for a "Johnson Bill" to be intro¬ 
duced in Congress? Even though we are Sierra 
Club members who are supposed to be informed 
on threats to areas like this one we are real¬ 
ly asleep and dreaming that no change but that 
of nature will ever take place here. 

As the first peals of the oncoming storm 
awaken us from this reverie it is with a start 
that we realize that we must be on our way - 
not only back to camp but to FIGHT to preserve 
what we are experiencing and seeing. Surely 
the mental picture of this magnificence and 
the privilege of being here must be taken back 
with us, also the determination that it will 
be the same when we return as we surely must. 

And^the children who have s> enjoyed this day 






are entitled to Irin" XH^JR. cl\^clren here 
and say, ’’It is as I saw it' when a child 
because those who realized the threatening 
trends to such as this did not fail future 
generations. '• 


DLOtCATE D TO NE D 

by FiiiRIlIE MEADOWS 

No more camp, and no more Ned, 

No more being so well fed 

No more chicken, rteak and ham. 

Now we're living on beans and spam 

We ate and ate and it was great 
Ned said we wouldn't gain any weight 

First thing horie, to the scales we hustle 
OH! wHaT have we added to our bustle? 

Now we are home in our soft bed. 

Dreaming of the meals by ted 
Biscuits, hotcakes, veal scallopini, 
Tonite for dinner we had one weinie 

We had fun and it's all done. 

But next year tc Base Camf we'll come 
In our clothes two sizes too big 
So again mb can eat, just like a — LADY! 

Dedicated to Ned, who said I 
wouldn't gain any vjeight and 
to the six pounds I added to 
it^r delicate ? frame! 



Mf MORliiS ofa'-iRiT 


by iiOSCOE A. POLAND 

The pearly gleam of the full moon glimpsed 
from a sleeping bag in the chilly hours of ear¬ 
ly morning.... Fragrance of the first morning 
cup of coffee.... The dream-like beauty of the 
stark peaks in and around tluir Pass... .And the 
equal beauty of those miniature masterpieces, 
the mountain flowers.... Escultation felt when 
reaching the top of a mountain, after much 
puffing and climbing..., LaceiTOrk of the tree- 
tops against a star sprinkled sl<y.... The gusto 

with which a Golden Mantle squirrel stuffed 
himself with scraps of waffle.... Delicious 
taste of the water, equalled only by the tang- 
iness of the crisp air.... The pleasure in be¬ 
ing back to elementals, far from radios, TV, 
telephones, newspapers.... Music of the rol¬ 
licking streams, melodious aid gay as a Mozart 
flute concerto.... The rewarding experience of 
making friends with other campers, people va¬ 
ried in background and occupation, yet all uni¬ 
ted in appreciation of the wilderness.... Qua¬ 
vering cry of a coyote ringing through the 
still night.... The bliss of going unshaved for 
sixteen dpys, thus providing giggles for wait¬ 
resses and teen-agers on return to "civiliza¬ 
tion" .... Sunset's golden glow on the lofty 
heights of the Hermit.... The resolve that one 
must return periodically to this high country, 
so aptly named, for in it the mind soars far 
above men's petty scf.iabbles aid the clatter of 
grimy cities.... 
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THE MOST PHOTOGRAPHED 


LAKE IN THE SIERRA 


Every hiker, hurrying along the trail across 
Muir Pass, pauses long enough to climb the knoll back 
of the "warning sign" and shoot this picture of 
Evolution Lake* 

Base Campers returned here time and time again to enjoy 
this spectacular scene and to note its varied moods — 
frigid and barren (as seen in the previous picture) — 
gray and forbidding (as shot here during a storm by 
Jim MacBride) — colorful and carpeted with shooting 
stars (as caught by every kodo expert) — angry and 
whitecapped v/ith billowy clouds — etc., etc. Each 
visitor found a new mood and another interpretation, 

Mts. Spencer and Huxley are the two peaks — both 
climbed by the Base Campers, 


Photographed by James MacBride 
c)... 
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SIERRA CLUB BASE .C/iliP 
EVOLUTION VALLEY 
July 20 to August 3j 19^2 
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THE SECOND GROUP 
THE BOASTFUL BUNCH 


who can henceforth brag of the wsttest Bass 
Camp, the highest floods, the longest stretch 
of rain (10 diyo, and one day of 10 hours) 
and the biggest crop of mosquitoes (and not a 
sole griped), The flowers were at theit* bast — 
so were the cloud effects and sunset glows. 
Pictures showing the latter 'qualities were 
taken during this session. 


Photograph by James MacBride 
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It W33 good to havo c'ar veteran 
•Reporter and Kouritadneer, Daisy 
JoJinsorij back at the del job of 
noting all of the Cairp activi¬ 
ties as related at Canp Fire* I 
have read and enjoyed her re¬ 
porting and her oorauents*- 
i’hanks to you^ Daisy, for under¬ 
taking this tough assignment. 


Sun, July 20 - Piute Greek, hero, we w^re intro¬ 
duced to some of the coiKaissary 
group and Ol^A'er reviex-?ed Base Canp rules-- most 

iiripcrtant of all-- never leave camp a!^cne, for 

reasons of personal safety and ccraron courtesy » 
Oliver will not have enough vacation tine this 
year to spend six weeks at Base Camp as he usiially 
deesj in fact he is taking more than half of 
the month on his o’.-n time and we are lucky t-o 
have hill for cur ful.l two w^eeks. Cliff Young- 
quist, hia able assistant, was introduced, Arnold 
end Ada Wall are with us so we know the musical 
part of the campfire programs will be well taken 
care of, VJe are all happy in our good fortune in 
having Had Themr^son as cook, though wa will miss 
Bob,, his fauliex’. We were surprised to learn that 
v'e were to be 160, Hiis miist be the largest Bei.se 
Camp group to date, 

- ’"‘S arrived at cur "suinriier home in 

the Sierra" at Colby >ieadow'. Yes, 
it was like coffii.ng home again, and seme of us 
feel these arc the most important two weeks of 
the year, the time vro spend in the Sierra with 
o'ar Sierra Club friends, Wc are delighted that 
v's have a fairly high camp site in spite of the 
hea'v'y snows of last v'^inter. We tiiought we would 
bo camping with snow practic3ally on every side of 
us, Oliver took us on a tour of camp points of 
interest tonight so that ve would have a better 
appreciatica of the organisation and facilities 




necsssaiy to manage Base Gaiop and toko care of so 
large e group. The tour included the set-up for 
washirig dishes, facili. ties for wnshir 4 g clothes 
(the hot water, buckets, pluap;er, which make up 
the launderette), rsfrigeratio.n tent, and First 
Aid tent, Oliver spoke of our food in toimis of 
•tons, and we were impressed with the impor-tjnoe 
of "snow detail" ’and the difficulty involved in 
getting sufficient snow to maintajja the necessars’’ 
refrigeration, 

'fues, Ju],v 3^ - Discussion of children In cr.mp — 
there will be a meeting of the 
parents to plan recreetion activdties, Les Toby 
requested help on campfire programs. He said if 
vie didn't vol’xctaer, he'd be forced tc entertain 
US himself and thus insure ocntrilruticns to fut¬ 
ure programs. After some entertaining music 'ey 
Ada and JL'no^d Wall, an aocoiint of the day's 
activities was celled for. Meetings for First 
Be.sesisn, ASC'i;, MA*s and PhD's vjere well attended 
this tnerning and very helpful. The only trip, re¬ 
ported bji’ the leader, Horace Breed, rs"operations 
scramble", involved "Base Camp Dus^o" as named by 
Les Toby (later renamed "Orientation Ridf-’s"), 
had found a most rewarding vievr of the Evolution 
area from th© ^iop after S'? miirutas of cliiaoing, 

iiev.iton Bell, one of our most famous base campers, 
gave us a fascinating travelogue talk, introduc¬ 
ing it with an account cf his visit to the monas- 






























at Mte Athos, GreGC«, whore they still pray 
fox the Ey-2;anti753 .exipercrs ard where there are 
no worr’cri (not even female enimels are tolerated? 
he was served rooster for dinner!) and conclud¬ 
ing with "I like Turks. They believe one Turk 
is worth ten Russians. They are excellent sold¬ 
iers and stand between RuSvSia and her further 
expansion in that part of the world," 

Wed. Jiilv 2 3 - 64 V7eat to the Magee Lakes, with 
Peter Rriedrichsen leading a par¬ 
ticularly enjoyable trip which gave the grandmas 
an excellent introduction to the Evolution Basin, 
At Campfire, Nancy Bordewich gave an enthusias¬ 
tic report of the trip. She liked everything 
she saw though she visited three of the lakes 
with no fish to show for it. The shape of the 
dark grey Hermit she fotind powerfvil, yet simple. 
Then Janet Levinrew gave what to her was a more 
realistic account of the trip as she experienced 
it. Seemingly the bogs and slippeiylogs didn’t 
add appreciably to her day's enjoyment. Florence 
Coe told of the return trip of ten who contotired 
Orientation Ridge, 

M,->rk ^farquis led 23 MA's to Sapohire Lake. He 
said the raconteur for the evening's program 
should be Merrie Meadows who had never been in 
snow nor even in the mountains before. When she 
started out she thought she was with the grand¬ 
mothers, Alas, for a moment it appeared she had 
been lost on the trip, but out of the darkness 
she was carried in, wearing many bandages, on a 
stretcher. After relating her escapades, she 
plaintively inquired "It's great to be a MA but 
where do you sign up to be a grandmother?" 

Dr, Johii Williams reported on Oliver's trip, 
made by nine men carrying 25 pound packs. They 
climbed tJiree peaks on the Glacier Divide. Hs 


reminded us that most Sieira Fl.owers are usually 
small but that the Pclymcnium and Hulcea are im- 
u.sually large axid J^'cvfy, and hs wondered about 
this. The scenery was wonderful for photography, 
Oliver foimd then an exceptional group of PhD's, 
all qualified for knapsacki.ng. He reported that 
they saw 3 Steershead, a rare but hot showy flow¬ 
er. He recommended the Glacier Divide trip which 
affords a view of Mt. K-un^jhreys, and told us the 
saddle is 12,B00J and from there it is possible 
to get a 13,200' peak at a cheap price in 
effort, 

Thurs. July 24 - Endy Hanson, _ bearing a garland 
of "flo’wers" (made of orange and 
lemon wrappers) told of Peter Raven's natural 
science session in the mcrnirig. He repeated the 
dubious rumor that it is easier to identify plants 
when they are not in bloomi At the morning ses¬ 
sion Peter was assiveted by Oliver who spoke of 
the glaciology of the region. Peter told of how 
the flowers came here and how they established 
themselves, 

Frances Payne spoke about some of the birds that 
we have seen or might see. 

In the afternoon Oliver and a group of rock climb¬ 
ers reviewed or learned the tying of knots use¬ 
ful in rook climbing and then had some actual 
practice about a quarter mile upstream. 

After threatening us with dire consequences if we 
didn't contribute to the campire programs, les 
Toby sang two songs last night. Tonia'ht he said 
"The first reports are in. Tliree children had 
nightmares last night. 25 men lined up outside 
the hospital tent for medicinal spirits, 13 women 
had complications." He said, "I told the doctor 
what I needed but he gave me spirits of ammonia 












instead of medicinal spirits." 

Nancy Bordewich's highly entertaining rope trick 
pleased all of us, particularly the children. 

Fri. July 25 ~ Early this morning the four-day 
knapsack trip to Hell-for-Sure 
Pass got tondor way (Oliver, leader. Fetor Ravon, 
George Wallerstein, Pete I^urphy, John Williams, 
Toni Gamero). Unfortvaiately, it looks very much 
as though they may have rain for much of their 
trip. We wish them luck end hope they cose back 
with fine pictures. 

At Campfiro Endy Hanson gave an account of his 
climb of the Hermit with Dick Johnson (leader), 
Tom Choate, and Daisy Johnson. While it was 
storming all around on the other mountains, j,t 
was still clear on the Hermit and they were able 
to get off the top before the storm hit. They 
had lunch in a cave-like place where great slabs 
cf granite came together, made hot chocolate In 
their Sierra Club cups, and watched the hail on 
a nearby lake. 

John Carlson said the trip to Glacier Divide was 
very enjoys ale in spite of the rain. Peter Fried- 
riohsen, the leader, makes a hard hikd seem eas'r. 
It, was quite a scramble but it was worth its 
They could see Humphrey Basin but coul.dn' t see 
the top because of the clouds. Some of the party 
went on to clinib 13,200 while 14 stayed at the 
lake and had tea and mere tea. One cf the finest 
plants of Poiymonium ever seen by the group \ras 
photographed— we hope successfully. No Steers- 
head were seen, Charlotte Youngquist did a very 
good job of bringing them back to can^v- 

Those who went on to the Divida had to t’cm back 
uhen th’vinder and lightning began. Helen Shars- 
mith said the Pol^enorJum and Kulcea (big golden 
samiiower) were the tallest plants they saw. The 


hemlock was prostrate at timberline as well as the 
Albicaulis, 

Newton Bell related his experiences at the wedding 
reception of King Farouk and Queen Pareda of Egypt 
which was like an Arabian Nights tale. Hisn he 
told of the time v;hen famous Mexican mountaineers 
took him up Mt, Popocatopetj^l (17,600' eiev,)* 
Phil Sernayc had given him a letter of recommenda- 
bioii to I'fr. KoAllioter, a Sierra Club member now 
living in Mexico. He didn't len the Sierra Club 
down, that was the important thing. (An account 
of this climb is written up in one cf the Sierra 
Club Bulletins)o 

Norman Johnson spoke of his visit to the Vale of 
Kashmir in India, a summering sort of place with 
house beats and floating gardens, irsquentsd most¬ 
ly by the British. 

Sat. Ju ly 2 6 - Tomorrow morning five will take off 
for a fovir-day knapsack trip to 
Ionian Basin, Goddard Can»’on and the rim of the 
Enchanted Gorge, and will spend the first nipht at 
^^*Jir I!ut at the pass (11,967') (Cliff Youngq^•:iEt, 
leader, Endy Hanson, Gene and Bud Ssrr, and Dick 
Joiniscn). 

Peter Friearichsen asked how maziy wanted to reserve 
horses for the trip cut. Makes us aware that half 
our vacation has passed^ 

A^a and Arnold Wall made a big hit with "Heap Big 
Smoke", Johii Mars ton was the Indian, 

Queen Nancy Kavreavea Jones and her dancing maidens 
fijom Iia•^^raii did the hula, stressing that you mas t 
watch tho hands. After their dance they offered 
to teach the dance to an equal n^maber of men. This 
was'unrehearsed and hilarious. The dancing maidens 
were; Grace Leilaiii Marston, Jferrie Palsy V/alsy 
Meadows, Helen Pango Fango Gibson, and Pat Mewie 

♦ , 
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Powie Pace 


Harry Parnier told how gem stones were cut, 

S- jn. July 27 - Jim McBride, the Scotsman, who 
had just arrived In caii?) last 
ri-ghv, took charge of Lost~and-Found and got us 
off to a good start on our most entertaining 
caiapfire to date^i 

Charlotte loungauist announced the traditiona7l 
Bandana Show and Tea for Thursday, 

23, under Bill Eva.ra't- nble leadership, went to 
Earwin Bench; A-z trmberline i'my found cne lake 
after another c r*len Sharsiribb^ reporting the 

tripj described the Aibicaixlis in its p'^ostrato, 
timberlino form, vrhich means vjonderful, cozy 
nests for camp sites;, especially in a storm, 
where you can depend on its being dry,, Tne 

planus at ti^rbcrline and above fo'ui a sort of 
mst.; ^^ness nuts'' ere alike It. tl.’.c 

cbaraoteristic because they have the same Ga>- 
vircr^isent;, Tirra party heard a coney, a rebbiv - 
like a.aiiaal that lives in talus at this eleva¬ 
tion .■ D-uPing tha surmier ha cuts grass aiid lays 

it out- carefuj.ly cn a liutie rock-shelf \diere 
he chcosas his home, Ha lays it in such a 
that tho S'ur 'ivdil get *oo it ana curs it, Ee- 
takas it into his nost and uses it ell ivintsr 
long, as he doesn't hibernate an most of the 
other animais dOo 

T'ns trip \/as memorabje for hanging gardens — 
very liish larkspur, onions, zigidenas, etc, , 
vjhich the party had to push through. There 
is an inversion of temperature here and the 
warmer air is up on the carrvon slopes. Two 
favnas vrere seer— still spotted, 

A storm in tlie mountains puts h'luan beings in 


their proper place— diminished in size* 


Peter Friedriohsen's trip to Evolution Lake was 
reported by Ruth Aiken, When they reached tho 
lal -;3 the clouds were already forming. Very few 
had any luck fishings The greatest rewards come 
tio those \>/ho thiiff of what these trips are really 
for, she said, Tna whole pi*rpose behind them is 
to acquaint us wi th the wT-ljernese ar-ea that the 
Club tries ro protect. That is the real purpose 
of bringing the mesibers into the mountains. One 
of tee surest 'ways to save the vrildernsss for fr4t- 
turs Sierra Gt.ub members and others ie to help 
secure passage of the -Jchrison 311?,., which will pro¬ 
hibit the building of dams in Nationaj Forest 
areas. 


Si.v v?oncn and Newton Bell went xo Sapphire luke, 
where they Cevoght up with Cliff Hcxagquist’& 
party of five,. Then it hailed, killing most of 
the EOveqxtltcos, to the delight of the group„ From 
where tlie^ were it appeared very dtu-k and stemry 
over camp, (bat it actually rained very little-)® 
They reijorted seeing a grouse„ 

Fred Fo-olou brmiorouely told of a short trip, the 
theme of x.'bich vu& the ccnservat5.cn of energy® 
0 .ne tiling they l.carned was heu to go over a rock- 
—- dork t botiisr — go around it] Alice Tosch car¬ 
ried on tlie humorous tale* In this instructive 
walk (vrith Al Bu-nett and hbrra Scaparoni) she 
learned never to sit or lie down when tired on 
a hike— just lean against a tree® As a result 
she was not as tired at the end of the trip as 
she usually was juax going from her campsite to 
commissary,. She said it was as good as a private 
lessoiil 

Al Jure wanted the campers to lino'w that i.n answer 
to his appecol for & pair of shoes ho ’vas given 
some, had ’worn them to Evolution lake and had had 




















"a swell tine". 


Les Toby, after asking Newton Bell's permission 
to use his style of lecturing, described the 
trip to Evolution lake with rollicking humor 
making it a high point of our campfire program, 

Mon. July 28 - Oliver and his party are back in 
camp — in time for dinner — 
much to our delight and theirs*. They had to 
give up their objective of Hell-for-Sure Pass 
because of inclement weather. However, they 
had a r\agged trip and climbed Huxley, Charybdis 
and two peaks back of Muir Pass, 

Bo you remember your Greek nythplogy? Scy^-la 
and Charybdis are g’jardians at, the head of the 
Enchanted Gorge, Charybdis vjas the many-headed 
monster on one side of the Messina Straits, On 
the other side of Scylla, the Island where the 
sirens dwelt, Ulysses had his sailors blind¬ 
folded and put wax in their ears, and had him¬ 
self bound to the mast so that hiS ship might 
pass the Straits with Safety, 

hoif and Mary Thorna-Tlioii^son,, George Levinrew 
and Helen Sharsmith vent to'the Mendel Glacier« 
Helen had a way of enticing them on and on* 
They decided to e:cplor 0 the terminal moraine 
which involved talus and snow. There is some- 
tlxing "special" about a morains— this one was 
blue-green. As they reached the top of the 
moraine, hall came down. They were dressed in 
shorts and carried only sweatersi 

There was a story about a sq-aaw with 5 men,,.*, 
she was carrying the pecksi (It turned out to 
be Grace Marston on the way to Muir Hut), An¬ 
other version of the tale was that there were 
16 men and one squaw. 


Pete Marphy told about the over-night trip to Muir 
Pass. At Sapphire Lake, at lunch time, they were 
overtaken by one man and six women,,, Newton Bell 
and his harem. From Wanda Lake they could sea Muir 
Hut, T^ey found much snow on their climb to the 
Pass. When they arrived at the Hut they found 
that Oliver and his men hadn't goneito/Hell—for—Sure 
Pass, but had stayed at Muir Hut, Muir Pass 

frozen Wenda lake was visible- quite a sight. The 

sunset was also remarkable — like a fire on Mt, 
McGee, Several men, including Oliver, slept out¬ 
side. In the hut it was really "'hsammy", with ten 
or so sleeping in a room about IS x 16,. Tl:a next 
morning at 7330 C}iff Youngquist's party left for 
the Ionian Basin, 

Now Ned had another version of th)5 'tale. He said 
Oliver's party started out in the wrong direction, 

5 days they wated at fhir Hut for someone to come 
up and -ecok their food, 

Pat Face is a desert girl— she had never seen a 
glacierJ'With Bill Evans, Louise Baker, and others, 
they headed for McGee Glacier, Louise hoped to see 
Polyaoniinu, They found a spider and two bees, and 
plenty of mosquitoes,- but no Pplymcniusu Art wanted 
to detc'ir to tlie cresu end ho recemmended the amphi¬ 
theater and lake,none of which they'couj-d see on tne 
map, ifowever, he talked the party into it, and all 
were glad of it, 

Peter Raven talked about the 4-day trip with C^llvcr 
as leader. At 2 pm on the first day it started tc 
rain, so they decided to change their route, by¬ 
passing ‘''Ho].l«fcr-.Sur3'’. They decided to stay at 
Mrjlr Shelter and do some climbing if it cleared upo 
(Tliey climbed anj'way). From the Pass thsrs were 
some wonderful s'torm effects. They didn't encoion- 
ter ary mosquitoes from the time they left camp un¬ 
til they rotiurned, (See Peter's acco-ant of the trie; 






Casipfire called off or. cccourit cf 
rain. 


W ed. Jul" 30 - This Campfire started off with a 
mraber of songs, first by Les 
Toby and then Toni Gamsro. . Georgs Tjevinrew , 
calling for an assortment of hats, and a like 
nvmber of. people to wear them, gave his artisti r 
interpretation of "Little Nell", changing voice 
and hats tc match each character. Less next in¬ 
troduced an internationally famous barbershop 
quartet; Arnold Wall, Jim McBride, Al Burnett, 
and Mark Marquis, who sari; '‘^ait *Til tho Sun 
Shines Nellie-',"In the Evening by the JfcorJ.ight", 
and "It Ain't Gonna Rain No More", all of which 
were peculiarly appropriate, considering the wea¬ 
ther w’e were having. Appropriate and original 
costuming was by Marie Chabaud, Their short en¬ 
core was "We Ain't Gonna Sing No More, It May Be 
Wet Outside But Our Throats Are Very Dry", 


Newton Bell regaled us with a story in Indian 
sign language. Cliff gave an account of the 
expedition of his party of five to the Ionian 
Basin,. (See Dick Johnson's report of the trip) 
Oliver asked us to suggest names of persons -fco 
receive 8 cups and 2 badges, to be awarded at 
Piute Creek for commendable service. 

Under the head of "Reminiscences" ( it could 
only happen hereI )- Peter Friedrichsen's pla¬ 
card on a log reading "NOT LOST - No penalty if 
left here,” 

f 

Les said to Cliff "We should run all the Swedes 
out of camp," Cliff allowed it couldn't be 
done, Les persisted, and ^the whole chow line 
broke out ra song; "Heap Big Smoke", 

George Joosley r-egistered a complaint - the 
breakfast call wasn't regoiar or loud enough; 
end eomietimes he got to breakfast too late. 


Next morning Ned marched into men's camp with a 
couple of pans and made a great clamor- at wake- 
up time, (No one co-uld have slept throtigh that) 
Remember how Heinie Manheim used to register com¬ 
plaints at campfire?anything for a laugh.. 

How we missed him at Base Camp this year* 

Thurs. v-clv 31 - The Thursday Tea and Bandana 
Show was a success, as usual, 
and our spirits vere dampened only a little by 
the rain, because it carao after we had viewed 
the Bandana Shcvr and the Art Show, and these things 
had been put avmy unharmed by the rain. Prize 
winners were; 

BANDANAS; Itost beautiful, Charlton Standeford. 
Most unique, Janet Levinrew. Best old, Horace 
Breed, Best foreign cot-ton, Leonard Liotta, 
Best foreign silk, Kathy Langsdorf, Best silk, 
Judy Ritchie, Best cotton, Jennie Clausonj Hon¬ 
orable Mention, Nancy Serr and Arnold Wall, 
COSTUMES; Nancy McCabe Ist* Mijirphy Evans 2ndfc 
Ines Logan 3rd, 

FLOWER ARRANGEIffilNTS: Marie Chabaud 1st, Kathy 
Langsdord end Holly Jurs tied for 2 r,d, 

L 

The first Basemen's Show Directors deserve a 

great deal of commendation for whipping up a show 

under such adverse weather conditions and put-ting 

it on successfully on such a wet state. Wo all 

enjoyed it, (See writeup later in this book,) 

! 

i 

Call tomorrow at 6;00, Friday is the big day on 
vlilch we s-tart out. There are 9 s-trings of 5 
mules each to take us out,., 45 mules'. Seventeen 
of our group are staying over for the last two 
weeks at Base Oajr^), | 

Oliver spoke of the Ease Camp Book, for which he 
requested photographers to send in their best pic- 
t’ores, both black-and-white and kodachrome. He 
particularly vrants pictures of the spectacuj.ar 












sunset whicjh they saw from Muir Shelter, 

Oliver announced that we woxild be notified of 
the dates for Base Camp Reunions in Northern and 
Southern California, 

Fri. Aug. 1 - Our last campfire for this trip, 
at Piute Creek, was dry and we 
were comfortable after a fine day of hiking, 
Oliver introduced a discussion of the Sierra 
Club with a short history of the Club, From 50 
members in 1902, with John ^^lir as President, we 
have grown to a membership of over 7,000, He in¬ 
vited all to visit the office of the Mcther 
Chapter in San Francisco, 

Grace Marston told of the Loma Prieta Chapter; 
Ruth Aitken, Los Angeles; Gene Serr, Sacramento; 
Dr, Movius, San Diego; George Levinrew, the New 
lork Chapter, which numbers about 100 members. 
Mention Was made of the Santa Barbara, Riverside 
and Kern Chapters. Cliff Youngquist gave an ac¬ 
count of the Lodges, 

Mrs, Jane Farmer, who through the Morley Fund 
had enjoyed her vacation as a guest of the Club, 
told us that she and her husband, Harry, expect 
to become members of the Club, 

Next came awards to the fo!i.lowing for commend¬ 
able service, (Oliver thought we ALL deserved 
them,) Polished cups were presented to: Dorothea 
Davis, Arnold Wall, Ada Wall, Tom Allen, Merrie 
Meadows, Charlotte Youngquist, Newton Bell, 
Sierra Club Emblems were presented to: Pat Allen 
and Jane Farmer, 


Yes, there were showers — 
Droll movintain pranksters who. 
While driving us to shelter. 
Strewed with gifts 
Tlis trails and heights we took 
When they were gone, 

- Ifcirgaret Dakin 


WITH APOIDGISS TO 
THE B0NNETT3 OF BOIsTvIE DU1®EE 

Then away to the mountains. 

The trees and the fills. 

Where we go every year 
For oi'vT two weeks of tier ills. 

With Oliver Kehrlein directing us sure 

As v?e follow the trails of our Father John Muir, 


So fill up my cup and fill up my can, 

Come saddle my horecs and call out my men, 
Across Florence Lake and let us gae free, 
For ye've not seen the last 
Of Sierras and me. 


- George Ioo^8y'=i 










2rJilh2R OF FISH GAUGH? .. SEGOHIi hA2^ 


U 


Gole 

Goorgs Loo-^ley 
Gerritt Hsii-stre 


Ton Ohoato '2 13'’) 
John Woave*' 

Bob Hownan (l IS'') 


69 

55 

46 

59 

39 

38 


\ 


\ 




Fi'-ad Kinoley 

Pater Ileyor 

tlary Sprotb (l 14”) 

Pa'il ISsohella 
Jeff Sffiith 
Jirr, Junblatt 

Fred Kagift (l 15") 
PrariE Bornoamn 
Peter Friedrichten 

Arnold Wall 
Graoe Borde'rioh 
Nancy KoCabo 

Hob I-fovi'ia 
Tore Grcwley 
Bather Kagist 

Leonard Liotta 
Ton A.llen 


0 
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Mary Thorne-Thomsen 
Barbara Wadsworth 
Con Marqitis 

Allon Breed 
Sorothea Cavis 
Wes'oslde T. Larson 

Leif Tiiorne-T'nonson, Jr, 
Goorge L-evinrev 
Noman Franke 

Nancy Jones 
Alice Movins 
Joan f>preeher 

Mii-ian Coj.o 
Carol J'ojublat c 
Anno Banchero 

Nancy Bordevi^ili 
Peneo* Booiton 
Gene Serr 

Trndl Scnor/illo 
Rux-h Tl’c-A^ie-Thomseri 
Mike Juts 

Kathy Lnogsdorf 
Paul Wadsworth 



?f\).rv wrv ‘-0* c\i oz vv 






















MT. McGEE 


EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF "ROOF PENDANT" 


When asked: "//hat is a roof pendant?", geologists explain 
with great clarity and wild waving of arms. If you are 
one of those //ho didn’t understand, then take a look at 
Mt. McGee — it is a good example.. 

Back in the Paleozoic Period our camp site lay under the 
ocean, thousaida of feet deep, under layers of silt., 
sea shells and other debris These layers continued to 
accumulate with stiata of volcanic rock in betv/eon. 
Pressure and heat consolidated these later; deformation 
took place ani the layers became buckled, twisted and 
upended — all of it became metamorphosed into hard and 
crystaline rook. 

Late in the Jurassic Period granites boiled up into and 
all along undsr this covering of metamorphics, The gra¬ 
nites are also known as the batholith and the covering as 
its roof. Then during the long Cretaceous Period (approx¬ 
imately 69,000,000 years), water and weather eroded off 
much of the softer covering or roof and left only the 
harder or more resistant spotse These caps, or roofs, 
were left standing up on pedestals of granite, as the 
glaciers subsequently carved the granite out from around 
them. In some cases the roots of the old metamorphics 
extended down into the granite formations. These are the 
roof pendants, 

Mt J^cGee is one of these hanging islands (Roof Pendants) 
of metamorphics and on its face you can see the layers of 
old Triassic deposits. You can also see running up diago¬ 
nally between McGee and Peter the actual line of contact 
between the roof and the batholith. 


Photograph by^'Oliver Kehrlein 
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MT. HUMPHREYS 


Mt, Humphreys, viewed from any angle, stands out 
silhouetted against the sky -- a solitary lopsj.ded 
sheaf of rock. It is often called '^The Pilnk Cathedral 
of the Sierra Crest”. And a higM - .sculptured and 
fluted cathedral it is. 

It towers 9000 feet above t'^^e Ov.’ens Va.llej'’ to the 
east and rises a sheer 2000 feet out cf the Humphreys 
Basin to the west and is the only one of the 14j000 
ft, and near- 14 , 0 D 0 ft, peaks that stands alone, un¬ 
supported by surrounding ranges or crests . 

Formed of monzonite, toughest of the granites, 
it has resisted erosion, while all about it is made 
of softer rock and has yielded to the action of water, 
wind and ice. 

Climbers usually stop just below the summit of 
Mt. Humphreys to tie into their climbing rones at 
"Married Men’s Monument”, This la\’ge cfe:irn*w.is erec¬ 
ted by the married men in the gr^uv'^whioh first 
conquered the mountain ”in consideration of their 
marital responsibilities”. They remained there 
while the more foolhardy risked their lives on the 
summit pitch. 


Photograph taken from Glacier Divide 
. 7 ), by Cliff Youno-oyi 
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[ieDopukre 


Six r'agg^li and virile fishermen, Bart Walter 
(leader) j Ba'/e Walters, Las Rosenblatt, John 
Kixson, Dave and Ralph Perry, decided that the 
oi’dinary limits of fish caught around Evolution 
Valley were just not worthy of their nettle. 
Other pastures MUST be grenner — other pools 
more populated with the denizen of the- deep, 
H5LL-F0R.-SURS must be that Fishermen's paradisoc ■ 

With this in mind, plans were made, gear checked, 
food selected, and all went to bed with the bird¬ 
ies- for the rugged six arose before dawn (yawn) 
and started off before the rest of the camp had 
really settled down into that comfjr niche in the 
air mattress, Down the trail by flashlight they 
silently trod, like little iiijuns, off for their 
great adventure, (Heap big smoko ~ but no - you 
know whatl ) 

With heavy packs they trudged the dusty trail to 
the ban Joaquin and up the Goddard Branch, No 
one paid any attention to the spectacular box 
canyon and its torrential falls - they were NOT 
sight seeing - there was work to do'. So they 
paced,,,,lefto»,c-right,,,oleft,oxight,,ooyes to 
the front,..osoxmd offco,crchest out,,,,,pard in 
nil through the heat of the day. It was (pardon 
the expression) Hell-For-Sure or FJST! 

As one of the v/eaker members showed signs of col¬ 
lapse he was booted and threatened with the for¬ 
feiture of his Sierra Club Cup aid all of his 
squiri'elings ,,,0 A fate worse than Death by 
mosquitoes at sunseti But the worst was yet to 
comeo 


ei 


I or 


c 

o) u r c 
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The foot of II-4-S Pass was reached without a 
pack lost., a bootlace broken, or a bottle 
smashed, Ihs resolute leader here allowed each 
man just one jigger of water from the rushing 
stream. New life surged thra their veins (or 
V7as it arteries?) They now orgaiicod for the 
attack. Doggedly they lined up, eyes on the 
distant goal. Signals were called and the val¬ 
orous team forged aheado Upward, ever upv;ard; 
with their creaking boots biting the shimmer¬ 
ing dust, "My kingdom for a drop of water"; 
yelled one_ stalwart. It had F-ippened at last, 
as many had suspected - he had gone starfe,' rav¬ 
ing mad', "Since when are you the King?" de¬ 
manded the iiidbmitable leadcic., *liiO 

or heret" Tha't brought the cov/t.i'd to his senses 

More dead than alive, the stout-hearted troop 
staggered upvrard toward th? re—determined 

leader, and the ever-retreating skyline. As 
they approached the crest, the leader, revert¬ 
ing to his old college techniviue, inspired his 
faitering crew with "One last effort for the 
Alaa Mater - give all you have - One, Two, 
Three, One, Fo'or, Seven -(he had never gradua- 


tua 


f c-om 


Alma 


iter), 


Their hearts pounded, their brealh b-arnt and 
seared their throats, none looked up to notice 
that the skyline was just another shoulder 
The gag had worked the Header laughed (to 

himself), But now he must think of a new cna 
or they would never see it thruo All would be 
lost and he would be disgraced in the eyes of 
the Camp^. Cams an inspiration - 
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fellows, a lake - and the fi£?h are all 
jumping” he yelled, waving his arms in indefi¬ 
nite circles and stepping up the tengjo. The 
men pe^'^ed fr’cm under their weather-woiii hats, 
thru the shimmering heat waves. Each was sure 
his eyes were failing him, but none would con¬ 
fess each exhausted soxil hoping, yearning 
for that one cool sip of Mountain Martini that 
would save him from perdition (river water of 
course - what were you thinking?) 

There was naught to do but mutter and pray. 
Into the jaws of Hell-For-Sure trudged the six 
(not h\mdred). Sit vdiy prolong this agony?? 

Toward sunset new life seemed to surge thru 
the consciousness of the motley crew. Actually 
now the trail had leveled off ... they had 
PASSED HELL-FOR-SUKE PASS miles back'. As ttie 


leader realized this awful tx-uth he knew that 
a revolt was inevitable. A halt was called and 
camp set up. 

As for the fishing ...g. no mere words can des¬ 
cribe it. The fish had been WAITING htmgrily 
for such a visitacion. They literally jumped 
out of the water to greet the noble groupt 
Flies, bait, even hooks were unnecessary - it 
was simply a cose of self defense. Limits went 
uncounted and all agreed, "WE're going to HELL- 
FOR-SURE PASS next year — and that’s SURE AS 
BELLI" 

HOORAY FOR BASE CAMP Hill 


(Any similarity between this story and the 
truth is merely a miraclel) 
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MT, GOETHE 

A HALF DOME BEING FOHMED 

Divide^-;So replid^rthe'^excStiona]Glacier 
and its barren basin. They also saw of Mt. Humphreys 

actively quarrying tirLee of ?L cLIfs'^Mc? 
preppitous north face of the dividr ^ 

feature which interested the members xv^c, -hv,^ 

"story in action'' of how domes are cu^ir^^a?? ® 

During the Jurassic Period ISO non nnr>^^^^* 
or some other factor caused the Lpn?S*h?^-^a^^^ pressures 

up and seek release nea^the sur^lcf 

bubbles or domes. Cooling off thev great 

?e?t?fry‘'?artods“*tiL^’ccSf°° C?eta“eoS“fnf°™* 

dome left bare ’Then caSr^JeS^lstoc^^l'gltcL^^f “ """ 

What is now Glacier Divide, ^ amphitheaters agaihst 

As they worked back, they carved -ini-p ry 

mining its outer walls and rinafT?^ Goethe Dome, under- 

Now only one half is left... and nerhana”^ very heart, 

of thousand years from now *thi<? ca a ^ couple of hundreds 
maintained. Jlill compTet™; SestrorMt 

the level of a lowered Glaser Divide!* ^ reduce it to 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrlein 

















feliowa, a lake « end the fian ■;* 
ju-Eping” he yelled, waving his arias in \ 
nite circles and stepping up the tonsjo. 
men pe’t '^ed f^*oin under theii‘< weather-woru 
thru the shlmering heat waves. Each 
his eyes were falling him, but none wci. 
foss each exhausted soul hoping, 

for that one cool sip of Mountain Mar’^-I. 
would save him from perdition (river v 

course - >diat were you thinking?) oKiaS 'MW A 
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SHTaOO 


There was ns'.ight to do but mutter -n Arf-f lo dsoK' 

Into tho jaws 'niBa-i ebiviO 

Wd rn/m oesreri, 

toe ccneclouer.,?A!^??.8?feT''^^ .eblvxb arid lo oo£-! 
now toe toai 8,-^dnrae. ertd beJee-isdni 

PA5SE3 mL-:FCR-;iU:-^ ijjjo S-IB 39 fnob v^orf lo ncxJ3« : 

* rir\c\ f'vnn o?X boins^ s.Xo ^nx i-ju 

^9^^^89^q tOSB odd b93WB0 'lodoB't. 'isrido 9rao3 'lo 

Ixod od SBdinB-IS bBXII^d 9rid ^B9n SSSbIb-I >f993 bnB ^ 

d69i3 36 9eoT llo snxIooO .89rnob to seLd ^—- 

^mtol bxIo3 nx b93xX d y qOO 000,5SI :qnx«3Ss edd 

bnfi 3UO9OBd9t0 orid lo st^oY p-h-} aboxtol yiBidt^T 

arid bnB noxsoto yd amL noriT' .otfid dl9l smob'^ 

.ataioBis SrietdB watn. yerij 

,ni8Ba ayatriqmurl and ""^^f^^frSrnnxqoJlBoa baS-aniX^'lfil^P 
' danxBSB BtadBaridxriqmB lo aaxta ^obfvxri taxofilO won 8X dfiriw 

-‘;aJ&.,,einoa aridaoO ^®£]gJj.^®5nB'Sx6w^?9dno sdx §nxnxm 

idtBSri Bdx odnx gnx^to y ^tlaX ax IXBri ano yXno woM 

abaqbnuH lo aXqnoo 6 nx ?xrid**won motl stBay bnfianorid lo 

'7% vo-xdeeb .benxBdnlen; 

'*-• BOubQ'i bns aridaoO ^eiJalO batswol b lo Level arid 


•*-; > *d ho ki;ev that 
.'- .’- U. was coilod and 


. >« r-.'re words can des- 
^ 'x-m WAITING hungrily 
fr.oy literally Jumped 
d rvbit the rkoble group 
■:'« i were unnecessary - it 
^ *f defense» Limits wont 
I, **WE’ro going to HELL— 
— and.treat’s SURE AS 
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PANORAMA FROM MT. GOETHE 


Photograph by Carl Millei 
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CHAOS IN GRANITE 


FROM SUM CL T OF MT. GOETHE 


As they reached the summit of Mt, Goethe, puffing and panting, 
the climbers were confronted b 3 '’ a confused sea of granite, a chaos 
of sharp spires, flat summits, tortuous gorges and deeply sculptu¬ 
red cliffs. 

As they rested and relaxed they began to recognize familiar 
landmarkvS, The most dominant and highest of these was Mt, Darwin, 
(right CDntei ) \ its wellkno m flat-top surface. Ecologists 
describe t.nese uabJ e--topped mountains as "islands in the skj'". 

On these isla.uis they hope to find nev; species of plant and animal 
life... plants sr.d c.iiiiaa^s that have been left stranded there for 
thousands of generations and un ible to migrate from their isolated 
habitat ^ 

On the top of nearby Lamark’s flattened summit our own natura¬ 
list, Peter Raven, found a new subspecies of beetle, never before 
collected. 

Other table summits in the picture are Mt, Mendel to the right 
of Darwin, and far to the left, Powell and Thompson, 

All of these flat summits (including the summit of Mt, Goethe, 
from which this piebure was taxen) are part of a very ancient 
landscapesoinf^ say a landscape which has endured since the 
Eocene Period. 

At that time (and aft.H]' the sedimentaries had been eroded off 
and left then bare) t’lis barren granite landscape consisted of 
a long series of roiling low mountains, trending from the 
northv/est to the southeast. 

During the Pliocene, these mountains gradually rose into the 
present high Sieiua block. Streams and glaciers came to seek out 
the weaker areas and carve our valleys, canyons and gorges, But 
at no time did tne glaciers over-run the tops of the flattened 
surface so that they are approximately the same as they were i*ear- 
ly 200,000,000 years ago. We'll modify that by admitting that 
wind and frost has been nivating (i.e. eroding) and lowering these 
surfaces at about one foot in each 125,000 years. 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrlein 
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DARWIN 


GLACIER 


Puny Remnant of a Mi ghty Stream 


Base Campers fighting their way up Darwin Canyon were 
impressed by the gigantic scale of its walls and basinc, 
Likewise they were struck by the massiveness of its 
buttressed amphitheaters <> And then they queried "Wliat 
kind of glacier could have wrought such destruction?^ 

The small^glacier they saw is but a remnant of the 
river ox icsj a thousand feet thickj which once started 
there and, after circling around over Darwin Bench, flo¬ 
wed into the Evolution Glacier, a broad but slow moving 
stream of ice® 

During the 2nd and 3rd quarters of the Pleistocene, 
the Darv/in Glacier flowed into the Evolution Glacier on 
a level with it or with only a slight drop. 

During the last quarter the Evolution Glacier (with 
the assistance of stream erosion) had lowered its bed 
so that the Darwin Glacier had to drop over the cliffs 
belo’w the Darwin Bench in a wide and spectacular ice- 
fall to reach the main stream. 
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Photograph by Carl Miller 
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Each *'ear sees new cijstoms started in Base 
Camp. Some persist, others are replaced by 
better ones. One of these customs is the pub?- 
lishing of tlais B. C. Book - a sort of all in- 
cliisive diarj'- of- our daily doings in Caiap - sort 
of saves us all from having to do it for ourselve 
And one of the best of the regular diarists 
is o^lr Dile ttante Diarist, Ilancy iiacCabe. Per¬ 
haps thath why the B.C. Book is so popular and 
persists. Like tliis BOOK, Fancy's Diary gets 
better yeai by j^'ear. Vdiile most of the articles 
ai’c factual', Nancy integrates into her vrhimsical 
reporting the very spirit and essence of the 
lase Canp d the inner thourhts and feelings we 
all endured arid/or enjoyed during our sojourn 
in the high mountains. These, perhaps forgotten 
by novT, are revived for us to chortle over again 
and af:ain. You'll enjoy re-reading this Diary 
many years hence - even as I have in the years 
that have jassed. 

dd. 



By Nancy MacCabe 


Saturday Ji ly 19 

~ Presne’i Bright sunlight - sr/imraing pools 
vacaoxoner£ in ruffles and loud sport shirts - 
we speed ii to the hills and Doc regales us 
with" tall tales of his boyhod when this trip 
took many long hours, and on the steep grades 
everyone vnlkcd to lighten the horses' load. 
I-Iuntington Lalce, broad and blue, with sail 
and speed I oats lending enc’nantnent and color¬ 
looking back at the fa.ding outlines of tne 
tall pines along the lake shore, one is re¬ 
minded of the lonesome look of remote northern 
lakes in INnnesota and Vfisconsin, Toll House 
Grade and I aiser Pass are rugged, and even 
our shiny lew car has to huff and PY-*-^ 
limp =>lon[ ’Tith some if its older kinfolk. 


Fun to loiter in the country stores and 
greet old friends on their way to Base Camp. 

A last terrific effort and. we are over the top 
and coasting dovm to Florence Lalce, green, 
serene, and cool vd-th the inviting hills rising 
in the background. Oliver and liis Committee 
settle all vexatious questions and we are 
dexterously shepherded tlirough dinner, dunnage 
vreighing, campfire, and finally to bed among 
the granite boulders. The Master of Cere¬ 
monies loads the dunnage into the truck 'VTith 
no help at all from pixies, fairies, or 
"Little People" and only a fine barrage of 
snores and the tTdnlcling stars to keep him 
company. 
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Sunda5''> July 20 

5 A.II. A delicious brealcfast on' the 
assembly line - another tussle with excess - 
Lifelong friendships are won and lost on the 
crucial question - “Have you any spare weight?" 
Guess Oliver stayed up all night. There he is 
on the dock' loading the dunnare and people 
until 10 o'clock - in the broiling Sian noiT - 
vdaen the last person (that's me)_climbs into 
the rickety old tub grunting and groaning under 
the strain of pulling itself, and ti/o flat boats 
loaded Tdth dunnage and people all tlie way 
across the lalte, T'-’e lalce is a translucent 
green and as wc churn past a mysterious look¬ 
ing island vre see its reflection in the shim¬ 
mering water. On tlie other side 'and-no time to 
dallj" - the horses are ready and we are soon 
clirabing over the polished f^ranite and narrovT 
rocicj- trails above a sirirling, foaming creek, , 
All .this is new ar;ain. ITe haven't pot our 
mountain legs yet and gaze in wonder at the 
towering canyon Trails opposite covered iTith 
long snoiT chutes - sliiver and shalce at the 
thought of skittish horses, shalcy siYinging 
bridges across steep ravines and racing 
streams where the horses wade chest high. 
Luxuriant Blaney lleadous and the grazing 
horses malce a peaceful picture against the 
mountain sliyline of Cobalt Blue etched ^rith 
the fray outlines of the granite boulders. 

The Diamond "D", a sui'e-nuf Dude T^atich, and 
"refresliments" in the cool shade of the old 
trees. Doc to the rescue again - delicious 
cold lemonade tliis time. The hikers loll 
around as if they had all day, and indeed they 
have. 

On our way again and one more sivinging 
bridfe - have to hold the horses back so they 
can cross one by one - then liute Creek irith 
the first real Base Caiur dinner - Hed has the 
spam concealed in such a deluxe dressing we 
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consider it a great honor to sit dovm to suen 
a feast. For once evei-ybody falls into bed 
as iiBOon as it's dark and the roaring of the 
raping, foaming ci’eek is sweet music. , 


Monday, July 21 


A great shalcing and trembling of the 

little joke to get us up 
Just roll over aaid 


earth — Conmiissary's 
on'time? It won't work 



toiTcring granite walls. 


sleep some ::iore* 

At brealcfast learn 
it was ail earthqualce- 
nice Yielcoine I k7e 
have other tilings to 
worry abou/c. The 
chipmunlcs have stolen 
the grub - a little 
STiapping of squirrel- 
ings and evei’yone is 
vrell fed. On qur 
horses again for a 
delightful amble 
through lush green 
meadoTis surrounded by 
There i.s the h’oshed 


quiet of a deep greeimood and we expect to see 


Robin Hood and his Merry Hon come riding) out 


of Sherrrood Forest at the next turn. Lunch in 


the spray of a giant waterfall tumbling over 
huge granite stops and wc know Tie have left all 
the little stubbly things behind, 

Floi.ing through the rusliing streams little 
"Flicker" gives us both a bath viith her playful 
splasliings, or nearly brushes me off against a 
tree in hei* efforts to avoid tlie mud - don't 
blame her - I don't like the squishy feeling 
either, 

Have heard so mciny tlrilling, ani exciting 
stories about the "Evolution Country." bill 
it come up to expectations? Bach bend in the 

























trail provides some new, enchanting spectacle, 
another beax tifully landscaped meadow, a run 
among the gf.ant, raggedy-barked junipers or the 
trim panes rnd finally the snovr-capped peaks 
begin to appear. If this is just the beginning 
everything is going to be fine. Remember that 
the country was named by a Llountaineer nexTs- 
paper man, holomons, for the scientists re¬ 
sponsible for the Theoiy of Evolution, hence 
the names Danvin, Spencer, Haeckel, ilendel, 
etc. I knovr it's a grave subject but am re¬ 
minded of a little jingle thought up by one 
Mortimer Collins who was of a facetious turn 
of mind; 


"There was an ape in the days that 
T/ere earlier 

Centuries passed and his hair 
grei7 curlier 

Centuries more gave a thumb to 
his Y/rist 

Then he was Man, and a 
Positivist" 

Come out into Colby Meadow and there's 
Commissary on the other side of a deep 
stream - Flicker v;ades right thru and here 
we are. Say hello to Peter and find a 
wonderful canpsite on a pine-studded point 
beside a cJiurning v;aterfall - noisy but I 
see some nice deep holes there - bet there's 
some fish. Don't kno\T hca7 he did it, but Ned 
had vrallced up from Piute and still had time 
to pi’oduce a wonderful chicken dinner. 

ITatch the alpengloxT on Y/hat they say is 
Mendel and then vre saunter to campfire in the 
gathering darkness — look for some other old 
friends too - yes, there they are, the BATS, 
YYliirling and dipping far above us in the 
gloaming. 


’ Thesdy/, July 22 

Rig up my line before brealcfast and 
throxT it in the stream just for funi Bingo i 
A fish the very first tryl This is the 
kind of Happy Huuiting Ground for me all 
right. After breakfast leave camp v/ith Mary 
and fish upstream - cross the log bridge 
over the roaring creek - glad there's a h^;j^- 
rail there, it's a long v/ay across. Learn we 
^e on Evolution Creek navj and find many little 
islands and branches X7here the going is pre¬ 
carious - no luck but come on to some nexT 
meadoxYs and see plenty of fish darting arouind 
in the clear water - guess they're not hxingry 
tho - no luck this trip, but it's an interest¬ 
ing pastime and the fisherman's activities 
are phrased very nicely by Thomas Read: 

"But lookI O'er the fall see the 
angler stand 

Swinging his rod v/ith skillful handj 

The fly at the end of his gossamer 
line 

Sv’/ims through the sun like' a svimmer 
moth. 

Till, dropt xxlth a careful precision 
fine, 

It touches the pool beyond the froth, 

A-sudden, the speckled hawk of the 
brook 

Darts from his covert and seizes the 
' - hook," 

That's xrhat he's supposed to do anjarayi 

Back to camp to batten down the hatches - 
"them as knoxYs" say vie 're in for rain. In¬ 
teresting to inspect the contrived shelters - 
everything from a txventy-XToman dormitory 
tent to a XTater-tight little den made X7ith a 
shoT/er cxxrtain. 







Wednesday, July 23 

Big trip today to Glacier Divide and a 
vievT of Htanphreys Basin. PeteP in the lead 
and \fQ cross the creek and just start up the 
opposite ridge. There is no trail and the 
cliAb is steep but there's too much to see 
to bother being tired - dozens of vrildflasers, 
every color and variety, aspens, shimmering 
in the morning sunlight - ireathered old 
jtinipers in beautiful soft shades of broT/n, 
amber, gold, and pale pink. As yre approach 
Lake 11,110 just beloiv the Divide, vie pass 
throv'jh an old Indian Campground and there are 
many giant boulders, probably glacial erratics, 
str^'m along the v/ay. Lots of flint and 
occasionally under one of the boulders is a 
pile of arrcnrheads, some perfect and others in 
the tprocess of being shaped up. Clouds are 
forming so the party splits up - the hardy 
ones to the top v/ith Peter and the others to 
the‘Lake u-ith Charlotte. Cross a couple of 
loiT ridges and come to the Lalce — just get a 
fire going for tea vrhen the big darops come 
splashing do\.Ti . KotMng deters the fisher¬ 
men tho, so i.dth rain hats and ponchos 
flapping -v/e i.-ork our uay around the Lal^o to 
the* outlet and doT.-n the stream. It's pour- 
inf rain now but Ilai-y pulls a whopper out 
from oncer a snowbanlc and the chase is on. 

Three o'clock nov;, George has joined us and 
it's time to tuxn back. Follovr the creek or 
cut across country? The efficient i^ary v/hips 
out .a map - uiiich she apparently can read too - 
and announces this stream ends up in the next 
county. She is right because after two hours 
of back tracking, we finally end up at the 
Ranger Station in IlcClure Meadow. The trip 
down tlirough the dripping junipers, even more 
beai'tiful in tho descending darkness, and 
the.glistening raindrop bedecked flowers, vias 
delightful, but the long mush back through 
McClure and Colby Meadows - very tiresome! 
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Friday, July 2^ 

Dear Diary:’, 

Things are piling up too fast. Just a fev; 
"reminders" on the run: 

Newton Bell holding us spellbound,in 
spite of the cold and mosquitoes, T/ith 
his tales of far away places, JIgypt, 
Tibet, Monasteries, TRiiMBilDOUS moimtain 
climbsi, and beautiful mysterious prin- 

C0SSOG• 


Pat's old fashioned lantern fueled iTith 
coal 0^1 making me homesick^remember¬ 
ing the frosty moonlit nights in IIe;v 
Hampshire when I follovred "Gramps" 
around the barns for a goodnight look 
at the' stock. 



The lady bathers "a la Matisse" sunning 
themselves on the rocks of an afternoon. 
Are those fishermen reallj’- here by 
accident? 

' ■>(* -/C ~/c -A* -K" 

Mr.Joe Roberts, a spry 82, neat as a pin in 
business suit, bowler hat, house slippers 
and little satchel, riding in all by 
himself just to greet us. 


The impromptu "Revievj-s", Canasta Games, 
folk dfeiJicing, and Tall Tale Contests by 
candle light in the tents ?fhcn "The 
Rains Came','.' 

•K- 

"To the Hills for your Lives - The 
Floods-are behind’." All hands rush to 
man the, pumps and get Grace and Haney off 
their Island before they are- s\Tept aviay 
by the‘(rising vraters. S^Tede Larson to the 
1 . 

























rescue and he has the tent dovm and up again 
in a safe dry place before you can say "Hand 
me the rake, there's been bosses in these 
here hills." 



To Evolution Lake today under the leader¬ 
ship of Fred Foulon. Cross Evolution Creek 
and proceed along the I.uir Trail - one de¬ 
lightful lueadoi" after another v.lth a shady 
walk through the trees betv^een each one - an 
interesting sight in tlic second meado\/, right 
under the Hermit - a charred and blackened old 
stump completely surrounded by a ring of fresh 
green saplings - a guai'd of honor for the old 
one 1 

A tcnrrering traterfall running out of paivrin 
Creek blanlcets the whole face of a cliff just 
off the trail - deep pools at the bottom - 
catch tliree fish in a row but can't stop for 
more — climbing higher, the opposite mountains 
begin to appear - a snow covered side of the 
Hermit - Spencer, Huxley, McGee and Emerald 
Peak and the canyons stretching away to the^ 
south. Innumerable waterfalls along the way 
keep the trail fresh and green and bordered 
with flowers - tlirough a granite canyon ontb 
lush green meadows and there's one of the 
lai'gest lakes we have seen so far - water run¬ 
ning shallow t’^rough the outlet to plunge over 
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a gigantic cliff dovm to the meadows below. 

To the left, the trail leads to Sapphire Lake 
and Muir Pass - some go on to Sapphire, others 
stop at the lalce but the mosquitoes are too 
thick for comfort. The fishermen report 
"whoppers" all around the lake ani sot busily 
to vrork. Around the edges the lake is 
shallow - this calls for a long cast - wish 
I had one of those new fangled spinning reels 
they \ 7 ill go 200 feet - or so they say I At 
the head of Evolution Falls, watcMng the 
plunging water and the spray fragments of 
William Wordsi-rorth come to mind: 

"I hear the echoes through the mountains 
throng, 

The winds come to me from the fields 
of sleep 

The cataracts blow their trumpets from 
the steep; 

The earth, and every common sig'it 
To me did seem 

Apparrelled in celestial light" 


Thursday, July 31 

There's too much to record, when you ' 
can't say it \7ith prose put it into a poem? 

I 

ODE TO BASE CAIiP 
(With apologies to H.W.L. and 
Paul Revere) 

Listen, my cMldren and you shall hear 
Of an expedition both strange and queer 
In the middle of summer in Fifty-tvro 
A crov/d of people with nothing to do 
Flocked to Lake Florence in charge of a Seer, 

The Seer vras benign, tho his back was like 
starch 

He deftly concealed from the mob their plight 













"By 5 A.M. vro must be on the march. 

We must load the boats before it is light." 

Behind his hand ho grinned evilly 

The best boat i7as gone, burned thoroughly. 

The others vrere only afloat, by a charm 
The guilcfull hikers who f elt no alarm 
Bedded dov.-n j.n the rocks little dreaming of 
harm 

Then the Seer said "Good-night" and \,ath 
muffled oath 

Swore to himself ho^ would cure them of sloth 
Just as t'^e moon rose over the lake 
He loaded what excess the truck could take 
Seers don't need sleep so he sat on the wharf 
And Tj-atched the mountains faint and far 
Si^fallo\7 the moon like a prison bar 
At the first sight of darm he gladly cries 
"Wake up, you sluggards, or I'll tan your 
hides j". 


It was ten by the Smiths' old clock 
Y/hen the last boat crcalcing and loaded 
do’.'m 

Left the groaning, sagging dock 
The Seer on the d'lUinago lay like a log 
He vov:ed to himself he had vrorkod like a 
dog 

But muttcrea low, 'hny turn wdll come.u 

Keanwhile, impatient to mount and ride 
On the opposite shore with heavy stride 
The riders approached their mounts vrith fear 
And while on the granite the horses slide 
They gaze at the landscape far and near 
Violent tremors shake the earth 
■tTliile the Seer looks on vriith sadistic 
mirth 

On syringing bridges the animals lurch 

And the tortured riders beseechingly search 

The far horizon beyond the hill 

But lonely and spectral and sombre and still 
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The trail vriinds on in the gloomy light 
And no one will succor their dreadful plight 
Another river, a meadov/ W'ith ferns 
"Oh, please, Laster, linger and let us 
alight" 

Quoth he, "YHien the alponglovT DarvTin and 
Goethe yet burns," 

A knight to the rescue 1 A lad named HodI 
Lurks in a meadov; beneath Danvin Hill 
Cooks food for the victims and gives them 
their fill 

Of chicken and tyirkey, scaparoni and bread 
Rot biscuits and gravy to keep them afloat 
The stream is so swift and there is no boat 

A T'itch girl named Lizzie abandons her broom 
Hatties her cauldrons, concocts a strong 
brevj’ ■ 

A life-giving nectar that all liikers seek 
Especially those at Luir Pass for a vreck 

The Seer looks grim, "I must try harder. 

To combat the effects of this luscious larderi" 
By the dim light of daiai v.l.th a stealtliy tread 
He routs the startled First Basemen from bed 
"It's coldl v.'himpers Peter, "I'm afraidl 
Y/here's my mothqrl" 

"Be still," snai’ls the Seer, "In your ferns 
you may smother 1" 

Thru the dark night to a wall steep and tall 
"On to Hell-For-Sure Pass! Talio care lest vou 
fall. 

If any one loiters and feels kind of noddy 
Yfe'*!! come back in t he spring ;ind look for 
the bodyj', 

But on thru the rain and the hiil they all 
scurry 

And make it back safe in time for veal curry 
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The puzzled £eer said sadly, "I did the best 
I could 

But cantaloupes and melons and birthday cakes 
Td-th cream J” 

He started up, ’’I'll try again" his voice rose 
to £ scream 

"Get up, you lazy varmints, dig pitsi Fetch Sncn.vi 
CHOI WOOD!” 

Sick at heart and \7eary 
The tired v/oikers came 
V/ho can make them cheery 
Most of them are lame 


But soon tlic glc«7ing fires 
Rouse the sti.lsrarts from their stupor 
1 You could haidly call them liars 

But the tall talcs are quite sup>er 
Amy "malces a magic” 

Merry Meadonr makes like "Lana" 

The Hula girls play havoc 
With a neatly tvdrlcd bandana 
Les Toby and his ’Erbie 

jT^i Has them rolling on the ground 

And Jim MacBride is serving 
I Broken Scotch vdth Lest and Found 

Hevrton Bell paints a scene in - Well 
There were no females there 
The children are sv;ell in truth to tell 
'iThen it comes to doing their share 
Tay's lovely music fills the air 
® And Sydney lends enchantment 

ViTith such sad songs of Ladies Fair 
iTho long to be Tfhere their hearts went 

The Salvation Army and a lass gone Tn:ong 
Are hardly tj'.e stuff of a beautiful song 
But vdth Wed, Suzy Q, and Les Tobias 
It's no use trying to bo holy-go-piovis 
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Dutch brays like a mule 
And sings like a dear 
Claire shows us the stars 
T/hen the heavens are clear 

Sam French and his organ round off the party 
The last song at bedtime is always a round 
"A nice cup of chocolate” to help us sleep . 
hearty 

^ind then off to bed vrith hardly a soimd 

i 

The poor Seer sits alone on a hill 
Wrapped in silence so deep and still 
That he coxild hear, like a sentinel's tread 
The watchful night-\7ind, as it wont 
Creeping along from tent to tent. 

And seeming to vrhisper, "All is vrell”! 

A moment only he feels the spell 
Of the place and the hour, and the secret 
dread 

Of the lonely forest and the peacefxxl dead. 

The frustrated Seer said, "I guess I'll 
hit the hay 

I'm too tired to care if tomorroir is 
another day" 



\ ! 



















Sunday, Au[aist 3 


A lovely Sunday afternoon betn-cen camps - 
the meadoT/s arc silent and peaceful in the . ' • 
dron-sy sunshine. Staxt off xrith the Langsdorfs 
and the Smiths for a stroll to the Nubbin - 
a granite done just above Colby I'cadoivs. The 
climb \7ithout benefit of trail is steep and in 
some places we pull ourselves up from tree to 
tree. Lunch beside a little stream and ad¬ 
mire the mossy banlis and colorful flov/ers 
but the mosquitoes like the place too. On¬ 
ward and upivardl Come to the base of the 
Nubbin but still have lots of pop so v/e sld.rt 
the torferinr nob and explore the lakes farther 
back. ?/ander through a long draw - stop at 
snen-r banks for some deliciotis snow sherbert - 
come out on a nice little lake right under the 
shoulder of McGee - soft grassy banlcs - clear, 
shallow water - no mosquitoes. A million 
frogs arc scuttling in and out of the reeds 
and we alltake off our boots and irade around 
in the v/ator - catch the frogs and release 
them to a starting gun to see which one reaches 
the rock in the middle of the lake first. 

Bill Evans cemes suddenly around the 
mountain. He has been on a scouting trip to 
Emerald Peak aid joinljo in that direction. 

Since Gordie has Iecnicarrying Larry on his 
back most of the day - and pretty soft for 
his nibs, too - he decides to turn back v.dth 
Bill but the rest of usrant to see iThat’s on 
the other side of the ridge just to our right. 
To our loft is lit. McGee but we've been to the 
McGee Basin already and knovr what's over 
there. 

Another stce}^ climb with much huffing 
and puffing and many stops to rest. Finally 
reach the top and the vierr is magnificent. 

'Jc arc ririit bclcnr Emerald Peak, and Emerald 
Lake - a beautiful large oval lake just be¬ 
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low lis - and vast heavily wooded canyons 
stretching out aiioad of us. The cloud shadow's 
falling on the vast stillness really gives one 
the feeling of limitless time, 

A scramble over huge granite blocks, being 
careful to watch for Roches Moutonnees, and the 
glacial polish everywhere is aLnost blinding. 

Lots of snow' and the children have some real 
snowball fights; in fact Authority finally has 
to step in to quell the battle. Aiming for 
T 7 hat we tliink is the Nubbin \rc scramble over a 
large snowbank and find another aronderful vievf 
but can't seem to see Coly lieadcn/ and Camp. 
How'ever, we arc above a sea of snow'-covered 
mountains that stretch endlessly off into the 
distance - the edge must be somearhere - but 
no, we are starting dow'n now, sliding through 
chimneys, climbing over fallen trees, and try¬ 
ing not to start rocks rolling. Finally hit 
a dry w'ash and folloiT it down to the mcado’v. 
Hooray! Land just about at my campsite so I 
can clean up for dinner! Looking up we sec sre 
missed the Nubbin by about a mile but found 
another Orientation Point just as good. 

Only sixteen for campfire in the interim camp 
and after a wonderful dinner prepared for us by 
Charlotte and Murphy w'e have h cozy time around 
the blazing logs. But it's; fiptting late now' and ' 
I am beginning toipmembor my daiap is a long long 
ways thru the trees and across the granite - the 
Outpost, in fact. How' all of ny neighbors have 
departed and I am all alone 1 * Hug the fire till 
the last person leaves but no\r 1 have to go - 
will I be frightened - start off tliru the trees - 
feel fine - no tremors - the farther axray I get 
the bettor I feel. I am not alone - there's 
the moon, lighting the way, an 1 the roistering 
creek singing a song, I could -v^alk all night! 

























Thursday, August 7 

McGoo Lakes today. This one is in Tech¬ 
nicolor. ’.Tide green valley - tovrering vralls 
on one side vrlth snoiT banks - impressive black, 
grim headi'/all formed by L'ts. McGee, Peter, and 
Goddard in the distance. Little waterfalls, 
and the silver stair-steps of the creek 
sparkle and shimmer all aroiind us, A lcis\u:*o- 
ly stroll among rock gardens and the boggy ■ 
patches and mosquitoes are hardly noticeable, 

A 3a^t steep climb, a turn around a corner, 
clamber over a slippery snor,’•field, and there’s 
the first McGee Lake, A beautiful deep blue 
T/ith reddish v;nlls and snow banlis running down 
into the abater. Tlie Permit shoots into the ■ 
slcy on 'the left, and PcGec on the right - 
ahead the vdiolo granite basin, dotted here 
and there Ta-th shimmering lakes, seems to 
stretch on indefinitely. The going is easy 
and after lunch ’e-o have to on and on - just 
a little farther - "V.bat's over that next ‘ »• 

hill?" Another lal-cc - some dotted v/ith 


tiny islands iTharc dr.-ferfed pines stubbornly 
survive in'spite of ti c surroundings. The 
fishermen v;ork their way back along the 
stream - lots of fish cvcrjaThorc and every¬ 
one has at least one j olden trout to put on ■ 
display. Strolling heme in the afternoon 
shadov.'S, all agree that the HcGcc Lalees are 
the rilErriEST. 


» . ■ 

! / 


i 



At campfire the 
seirvivors from Ilell- 
For-Sui’c Pass tell 
about the spcctacu- 
i lar viev/s and the 
j fine fishing - 13 
inchers - and betvroen 
fifteen of them they 
caught fish in 
i one hour] Ray 
• Brodersen and Pete 


Murphy had to stay at home but they left camp 
after noon, scrambled up a ridge just for fun 
and just vralked until they stumbled on the 
register on top of the Hermit 1 sVhat Speedi 
IfVhat strength! .di. Youth! Also after lunch 
Merle and Howie took off over the ridge to 
Emerald Lake - caught a limit in an hour - 
and back home again in tine for dinner. All, 
Me! Side-splitting sketches by playivright 
M'urphy Evans cheer up the slow-pokes. We 
can't all be FHD's, 

Saturday, August 9 

The rains are over now but it's much 
colder and the sun is late reacliing the 
mcadoTfs. It creeps slowly dOTrn over Darvfin 
and Mendel, slides across the frost covered 
mcadoy.'- and warms the big granite rock be¬ 
side the creek. The shivering base campers 
tumble out of their nice Yrarra sleeping bags 
and head for the coffcc-firc irhere Elizabeth 
fortifies them for the wall: to the stoves, 
Ned, Bon and Ray dish up the golden eggs, 
cooked to individual taste, bacon or sausage, 
and delicious crisp and golden biscuits with 
plenty of butter and jam, .LLl tliis and 
cheery greetings too! Then to the nice 
warm rock and if it's an in-camp day, plenty 
of time to linger and enjoy some good con¬ 
versation along i/ith frequent refills of the 
piping hot coffee. The meadovf shimmers and 
sparkles with the jev/els left by our nightly 
visitor: 

"The Frost looked forth, one still clear 
night, 

i'lnd ho said, 'Novr I shall be out of 
sight; 

So through the valley and over the 
height 

In silence I'll'tike my v/ay. 












«I Td.ll not go like that blustering train. 

The ViTind a.nd the snoTr, the hail and the rain, 

THio make so much bustle and noise, in vain. 

But I’ll be as busy as theyi‘ 

' >» 

Then he v.^ent to the mountain, and poirdcrcd 
its crest. 

He climbed up the trees, and their boughs he 
drcsscc'. 

With diamonds ane' pearls, and over the 
breast 

of the -quivering lake he spread 
A coat o.f mail, that it need not fear 
The deninTrard _X)ir.it of many a spear 
That he hung on its margin, far. and near. 

Whore a rock could rear its head.** 

F annah F. Gould 
Sunday, .-August 10 

This is supxosed to bo a day of rest but 
there-arc so manj social activities won’t have 
time to iTTite - cbn't want to forget some 
things though - -they were very nice: 

The clever shew of the first basemen 
Tfherc by manijulation of sliding tarps 
and human rods we see the glaciers 
sliding over continents and Redmen 
talcing over the land, 

* -j:- 

Peter Raven's Nature WaUes and hov; 
much information he imparts to his 
attentive audience. No guess v;ork - 
plenty ofsamp3.es - especially 
beetles - but they arc ever present - 
also a mounted mosquito - i/ould that 
all his friends and kinfolk Tfere 
impaled vrlth him, 

-X- 

Peter Fricdrichsen - busy man -lead¬ 
ing hikes, felling trees - loading 
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Cjjffpfirc - painting pictures - putting up 
tents - and making that first cup of coffee 
in the morning, 

■>C "Jv 4C ^ 

Cliff and Charlotte doing a gracious and 
efficient job of managing Third Base Camp# 

i;- -Hr -X- -K- 

The. Doctors Tlolff manning the pumps in all 
directions •• restoring the broken, comfort¬ 
ing the v^ounded - entertaining at campfire- 
in fact on 2li hour duty, 

■it it « * * 

The painting sessions with good companions 
youical3.y remember a flcuTcr, rook, or mountain 
when you have studied it long and carefully, 

Wednesday, August 13 

Today's the BIG Hill liuir Hut or bust! 

There’s just one horse - if anybody talccs him 
avTay from mo I‘11 have a tizzy - lo, Francis 
says he’s mine. Can hardly wait for the pack 
train to be loaded - sleeping bags, food, wood 
for the overnighters - brave souls, they may have 
to tote it all for a couple of miles. The 
Langsdorfs arc just leaving on their long non¬ 
stop trip to Florence - Egadl Her horse vron’t 
cross the stream and they're coming back - have 
to give up my beautiful Bay but I aon’t care - 
women and children first - and as long as it 
GC’BS anytl'.ing vfill do for me. 

At last! Francis has finished liis one-man 
loading of the pack train and T;e ’re off! I have 
a tired loolcing old nag named llidiight - just hoj>e 
he holds out for the trip. The pack train is 
bucketing ahead so we arc at Evol ition Lalce in no 
time - pass the hikers and they seem to be enjoy¬ 
ing the trip. Sapphire Lake - it’s as beautiful 
and blue as theys aid - Huxley, all red and gold at 
the head of it - can’t stop to goggle- up the long 
drav7 and nov; vre are climbing - the pack train is 
far ahead and I'm on my cam — a big boulder has 


























fallen across the path but Hidnipht carefully 
picks a ’.ray aromd it - climbing novj- through 
the long canyon betrreen Sapphire and V/anda - 
a sT'iftly rvnning creek and some fishermen 
bragging abcut their catch. Wanda is sur¬ 
prisingly Ici’gc - V;ith a big island in the 
middle - snev; covered sides saTOcp up from it 
and the carth'itsclf seems to s:.ving in long 
sivceping lines. 

/., quiet stop for lunch and yie are off 
again. Nov.-' the trail is just a ribbon 
around the lalcc - some places so narroir rro 
just squeak by - I.Iidni^'ht plods steadily 
on and I am beginning to have a groat deal of 
confidence in liim. 

At last hn impasse - come smack up 

against Francis and the mules - vfc are on 
the edge of a small taxn and the trail has 
disappeared - right into the ’.rater - there's 
nothing to co but cross the snov? covered 
talus at the edge of the lalec - or go up 
over the talus on the hillside - the mules 
settle it - they -vTill do neither J They 
refuse to bvdgol Freincis goes ahead on a 
scouting trip - reports things very bad - 
lots of snov. ahead - can sec Iluir Hut up 
in the distence - completely surrounded v/ith 
great sv/eeping planes of snow and towering 
mountains. Is this the end? I knovT the 
pack train can't wait for me to hike up 
and back I 

Francis has cleared away the biggest 
rocks and decides to maJee a try! 'Ivdll, by 
doggies, if the pack train goes, I go! 

Up Diablo 1 liidnight negotiates the talus 
and we arc e ver the worst part - nenr the 
snow fields - Midnight follovrs right after 
the leader - plunging and bucking through 
the soft snew - I am sure"pullin' leather" 
note - may gc^t tossed off any minute - the 
trail is beginning to appear intermittently 


nov.’’ and we arc getting closer — t^ie pack train 
is around a bend and the Hut is out of sight — 
FLEi'iSE, Midnight, don't let me do/m noiv'i 
Another corner, and there it is - the HUT, nice 
'dnd neat as a honeycomb and the pack train is 
unloading at the front doori VJE iLiDE IT I 

Finally have a chance 
i to look around me and 

! certainly v/ish I could 

i, , stay over. The snow 

' slopes rise all around 

!■/(■ . us - The black Giant 

looking as pov/erful 

! ^ and grim as they said, 

; . ' \ lording it over cvery- 

1 ' V, thing - and the glare 

j ’ ' ’ and v/hiteness of tJae 

. ; ■ ; i sncn; everywhere. Take 

^ , ' W a little walk towards 

j ' Helen Lalce but can't 

! stop long - sign the 

register and start back - it's 3 o'clock - 
Francis still has to load the sncT.^ which the 
snow detail lead by Bill Wallace has ready 
for him to t akc back. V/allc dorm a way to 
save Midnight - crossing the snov/field lose 
my nerve - the horse keeps getting above me 
and if he slips he'll land on mo - should 
have stayed aboard - tldnk I'll sit dorm and 
have a good ci^ - look around and the calm 
questioning look of the horse maces me ashamed 
and I IhiVS go on. The end of the snov/ at 
last. Now the last part over the talus again - 
The pack train passes us at a good gallop but 
wctalcc it slow and easy. Catch up to Francis 
l,qadihg_ the snow - the snov; detail forgot it 
was getting late and the snov/ has hardened - 
hard to get it shaped up to fit an the mules- 
Cliff, Claire, and Jane to the rascue and 
helping hands are raalcing v/ork li ’lit - or as 
light as heavy snov/ can be 1 











I have to get on doT.'nl It's beginning 
to get chilly and the long shadoivs arc creep¬ 
ing down the side of the mountains - the long 
canyon ahead looks somber but the opposite 
vralls arc still in sunlight - just lot Md- 
night pick the waj' and have a wonderful feel¬ 
ing of being at one TTith the whole \iniverse. 
Yfelt tVhitman felt this too: 

"0 to realize sgacej 
The plcntousncsE of all - that there 
arc no bounds; 

To emerge, and bo of the slcy - of the 
sun and moon. 

And tie flyiag «:louds, as one with them 
I inhale great draughts of space; 

The east and the vTcst arc mine, and 
the north and tlic south arc mino, 

I am*larger, better than I thought; 

I did not know I hold so much goodness 
All seems beautiful to me. 

Now I see the secret of the malcing 
of the best persons, 

It is to grow in the open air, and to 
cat and sleep Tsith the earth" 

Midnight is wasting no time nov; cither - 
past y/anda and Sapphire, sloshing right thru 
the cold streams - past Evolution, and 
there's the nenait - the last three meadows 
arc the hardest - asvnll as my saddle - did 
someone say this was 22 miles? Feels like 
$0 - but finally come out onto Colby 
Keadovi- just as tl c dinner gong is ringing - 
ladnight anticipates his oats so there's no 
balking at the cl ock - over v/c go - right 
into a Turkey dinner. Forgive me, lildnight, 
if I laughed at you this morning. 17.11. also 
has something to say about creatures like 
you: 

"I think I'could turn and live ivith 

animals, they arc so placid and self- 
contained; 
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Friday, August l5 

A nice warm sunny day for the party. 

Sad to be brcalcing camp and trying to erase 
evidences of our happy home, but a party this 
afternoon will cheer us up. 

2:30 “ Commissary is certainly a dressed 

up old doll, A 
y crazy q'oilt of 

iV gaily colored ban- 

danas festoons the 
' landscape - strange 

^ and intriguing 

Mobiles STiving in 
N the breeze - water- 

icolors and oil 
' paintings cover the 

/ cracks in the old 

/ granite boulders - 

ingenious and use¬ 
ful knicknacks arc 
displayed for.the 
thoughtful - and bowls, harps, ships, and toys 
of all kinds have been carved from the old and 
vreathered vjood fovind everywhere in this re¬ 
gion, The’ leaning trees - w'hich must have 
seen some terrific and howling storais to have 
left them in that shape - asdumc an even 
tipsier air when the parade of hats begins - 
feathers, tulle, orange pools, tin cans 
tastefully adorned, bottles, manufactured 
bushes, basins, and mosqiJito netting 1 
colorful and intriguing but a bit on the 





















queer side — I suppose "the "trees say y^-Q 

XYeathcred the gales, I suppose \ic va.ll recover 
from fantasy too.” Posing for the camera 
fans is hot and fatiguing ivork and the iced 
punch, cookies and pop corn sustain us while 
the judges decide the VTinners and Charlot"tc 
and Cliff, our hosts for the occasioni 
distribute the prizes. The paxty breaks up 
at a fashionably late hour and a puzzled 
First Baseman inquires: ”V/ho is this fellow 
OLIVER that I hear so much about?” - ”’7hy| j 
hc‘s the leader, he rianagcs all this,” 'v 

“Hov/ docs l.e raanage - by Radar, perhaps? I ! 

haven’t seen him at all,” "lYell, listen, | 

my friend, and I'll let an ancient and j 

honorable Chinese Gentleman named Lao-tse 
tell 5 '" 0 u hovf it is done”: 

THE GOOD LEilDEl: 

A loader is best 

Ylhcn people barely know that 
he exists 
Hot so good 

Y/hen people acclaim him 
If or 31 

?/hci; they despise him. 

Fail to honor people. 

They fail to honor you. 

But of the good leader 
■'^Vho talks little, 

IThen his vrork is done. 

His aim fulfilled. 

They vail say, 

”\7c did this ourselves” 

-Lao-tse 

Sixth Century B.C, 
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Pioneer explorers., searching Tor a pass 
into the head’.Taters of the Kings 
found in this taaze of pyra]nidal ocalts 
a bevii.derl'rj harrier. 

Later, hili.ers h'urrying over Muir Pass 

found here noth.i ig bvit 

cold, barren rocks 

and chall.cnging, 'unfriendly peaks -«■ 

often W’ithoLit names. 

^ But Base Cairjxjrs fouiid 

ivarrafi anc' glou on the glaciated rocks o 

Ai'id in the peaks, they 'too foiii'jd a challenge, 

a eiiallcix’e to conq\ier 

and havi’v; conquered 

they fouiid a mountain fradnd 

a friend to chcr-sh 
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DARWIN CREST 

A SCULPTURED SCARP AGAINST THE SKY 


This raassive mountain range juts out from the Sierra 
Crest like an indomitable headland, with its table-like 
summits of Darwin and Mendel (nearly 14j,000 fto high)-" 
its northern cliffs fluted by a million years of cease¬ 
less avalanches and its southern face quarried into 
gigantic amphitheaters by ponderous glaciers. 

This is one of the few ranges whose summits were not 
over-ridden by the vast San Joaquin sea of ice, at the 
height of the Pleistocene Epochs 


Hiotograph by Carl IlillLer ' 
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MTo DARWIN DARES THE MOUNTAINEER 
TO:SCALE ITS SUIMIT BLOCK 


Climbing Mto DarvTin is arduous and can be ha.zardouSj ’(Whether you 
climb it from Evolution Basin or from its Glacier amphitheatero Cn 
all sides it rises vertically from the surrounding terrain like a 
gj.gantic castellated battlement^ flanked by flying buttresses tliat sup^^ 
port its summit ramparts« 

Mto Darwin and the nearby MtSe Mendel^ Marshalls Lanarck^ PoirelX 
and Thompson are all flat'™top peaks-. Some geonorpholegists consider* 
that their flat, unglaciated summit plateaus are remnants of an anci.ent. 
Eocone landscape® These high ta.ble“-lands islands in the sky —’ seem 
to aboiond in this region, but each of then has a different and indi.Ari,- 
dua1 type of summit blocko 


Mto Povirell has two such sujiimits, arising frcm each end of an inter” 
mediate swale, like the poop-deck and forecastle of some ancient galleorto 
On Mto Thompson, the summit block resembles a tall and exclusive pent-’ 
house® On Mto Marshall, it suggests a mammoth spr?lngboard extending 
out over the adjacent glaciated basino On Mt® Darv’dn, it is a vertical 
monolith arising from a supporting buttresso To scale this ultimate 
high point, the mountaineer is obliged to clirub doiTO and around the out¬ 
side of the granite needle and then work his rray up its exposed outer 
sui'facct 


photograph by Judd Boynton 
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MTo GODDARD 

A KUmN gc GEOLOGIC FOCAL POINT 


8 B Year s of Man -mad e History 

>~or nearly'niiiB'ty years LFt V'Goddard has proven a magnet 
for mountaineers, notwithstanding its inaccessibility,. Brewer 
and his survey party twice attempted to climb the peak in 
IB64, but were unsuccessful.. It was finally conque?red in 1G79 
by Lil Winchell and Louis Davis« Hundreds have since recorded 
their names in the S«Co register on its suinnit and viewed a 
panorama vrhich includes most of the peaks in the Sierra from 
I'Jhitney to Lyello Oddly enough, most of the other peaks 


around Muir Pass have been climbed by less 
parties 


han a half dozen 


Rocks are the Oldest 


God d ard ' s __ ___ __ 

Way back In the Paleozoic, the sedimentary deposits under ■ 
the ocean buckled up to form a low range of mountainsLater, 
during the Triassic, came forth from a nearby fault a series 
of volcanoes and lava flows„ Thus was formed the "Ancestral 
Sierra", extending from Mt, Dana to the Devil's Crags -- about 
50 miles in distance.. 

Near the southerly end of this range stood the giant volcano 
of Goddard and from it extended long flows of lava, to the 
north-east as far as Mto McGee; to the south the White Divide 
and the Ragged Spur; and to the east Charybdis, the Black Giant 
and its Black Divide? 

During the long periods of erosion that followed, shallow 
valleys were carvea out between these sprawling lava flows t.o 
mark what are now known as the Goddard Canyons (one fiowino-"' 
into the San Joaquin and the other into the Kings Rivers) 

LeConte Canyon and the Enchanted Gorge., ’ 

The subsequent story of the deepening of these narrow 
and spectacular gorges is a fascinating one and will be found 
elsewhere in this booko 
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We’ve all been'there girls* You’ll 
never be the same again. No more 
thrill of neu adventures - no more 
satisfaction for overcoming the un¬ 


common. 

'• . . . ' ' ■' 


Firs 

i uos« 

ifuni 

,e,arf> 

iVit' 

Ha, 


or- 1 

0 W e* 

t S o q 


^ OY 


By Louise ‘.?eidberg and Margery Levy 


We had driven from YoSemite that 
day and the ueather - it was hot. Our . 
ole Chevrolet, formerly known as the 
•'Peeper" was loaded xrith sxifficient 
camping, cooking, and food equipment 
to last for over tvro months. And now 
here v;c 'S'erc - hot, tired, grouchy - 
and the leejper groaning under her ex¬ 
cess weight. We figured we only had 
about twenty-five more miles to go - 
a mere nothing - Florence Lake. Such 
a NOTHING. NOTHING was, is or has 
been ever like it. Peeper bounced 
hopped, jogged, and bumped from hole 
to hole - up, up, up to the top of 
Kaiser Pass. And then she slithered 
down, angling like a Hoochic dancer to 
miss the ruts and slides. Thus was our 
first verse born. 

The second verso was easy - pure 
■fact, including aching feet. Two of our 
follow' campers, Jane Howell and Helen 
Blaisdale, cane to our rescue by do¬ 
nating irole skin to the cause (otirs 
was in the through express excess - 
natch). 

Anc as for the pcace-de-rcsistance - 
the S..UITER*. How cheerfully, and in¬ 
nocently we followed, like good little 
first basemen, the steps of our leader. 
Bill Evens. "Just a little saunter" he 
said "to start at two in the afternoon". 
It v;as that sissy. At first we stepped 
briskly along full of eagerness to climb 
Orientation Point for a panoramic look 
a: '■'md. No trail did v;e follo\/ ™ we 


were in the Big League with contovur hiking. 

T7e pulled, and huffed, and hoisted and 
sweated - and finally after nut-tering and 
cussing-'under our breath, we arrived and be¬ 
held before us the magnificent crest of the 
Sierra. It ^^as \7orth it - blisters, scratches, 
bruises and as usual aching feet. Bill 
Evans - if you get a dictionary for Xmas, 
don’t be STirprised. Look up SAUNTER 1 

Y/e overheard Cliff, 'when he cane back 
from li'iuir Pass, say he had carried 47 pounds 
on his back. We figured what's a couple of 
htindred pounds more or less. Who'Id object? 
Charlotte, of course. 

And 'thus oijr song for our bit in the 
First Basemen Program was born. 


FIRST BASSIiE;” S S057G PAD H0‘:/ IT CiJE TO HE 

Jlirn SYVITCH BACK 
(to tune of Blue-Tailed Fly) 

As *T rrere going to Florence Lake 
The car, she did just shimmy and shake 
As we did bounce from hole to hole 
Louise did wish she t'ere a mole. 

Chorus; Jimmy Switch back and I don't care 
Jimmy Svritch back and I don't care 
Jimmy Switch back and I don't care 
My breath has gone away 

At Piute Creek we made temporary camp 
The noo^(^g) there was a permanent lamp 


















iiTKi ah at last with aching feet 
xre made base Camp on Colby Greek 

Chorus: Repeat 

The greer. first basemen bn a saunter went 
They cliirbed & pulled & cane back spent 
But oh hew sad they would be 
If they had missed the scenery 

Chorus: Repeat 

We ‘Id like to climb the highest peak 
Alas - we* Id have to use otjt feet 
There is no place to rent a cab 
Or to relax over seats on a bicycle slab. 

Chorus: Repeat 

And so, dear Cliff, we’re asking you 
To help us rto ffuir Pass too 
We *11 clinb uoon yotir back to sit 
But only Charlotte vdll have a fit. 

Chorus: Repeat 

Louise Woidberg 
Margery Levy 
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The Evolution country and Muir Pass are 
old stamping grounds for Dick, He has 
several first ascents to his credit 
around here. His accovint of the Ionian 
Basin triji is more casual than glowing 
with enthusiasm. 

Ed. 

I0NI.1M BASIN KNilPSACK TRIP 
By Dick Johnson 

The Ionian Basin Quintet, Cliff 
Yonn^quist, leader, Endy Hanson, Eugene 
and Bud Serr, aid Dick Johnson left Muir 


Hut about eight in the morning. After an 
hour and a half climb we reached the fi^st 
col and passed into the ice bound Ionian 
Basin and abtained our first views of Scylla 
and Chrybdis, the rocky gu^dians of the En¬ 
chanted Gorge, Beautiful clouds framed ex¬ 
citing views in all directions. Everywhere 
white snowfields contrasted v/ith dark rocks, 
snoiTy clouds shifting about in a sky of blue, 

Liuich was enjoyed while contemwlating 
the shifting clouds overhead and the frozen, 
blue rimmed lake at our feet. After lunch 
we skirted several more frozen lakes before 
climbing to a col that led to the basin above 
Goddard Crock. After passing a fe\7 more ice 
bound lakes and crossing a sno\7 bridge or ti70 
we came out on a shoulder that overlooked sm 
unnamed lake in Goddard Creek Canyon. Th_3 
we d' vlded to call ’’Lake of the Cascades” 
because of the numerous white cascades that 
were tumbling down the mountainside all about 
us. Simultaneous with our descent to the 
dark lake cane down the rain and soon we "waded** 
down the mountain. 

Five o * clock found us at a lovely campsite 
at the lake's edge, plenty wet but with a small 
fire going that soon was big enough to dry-us 
out, the rain having ceased, .ifter a good meal, 
all of us felt better and hit our respective 
sacks just about dusk. 

On awakening the next morning we sav; mostly 
a cloudy sk7 but got breakfast under vray prompt¬ 
ly. After an hour or so of fishing vre started up 
the slope-back of the lake, heading northi/ard to- 
v;ard another col that brought us into Goddard 
Canyon and gave us a ’jOnderful view of the upper 
San Joaquin south’fork canyon and Martha Lake, its 
main source. Soon after passing Martha Lake the 
rain started again and kept up until well after 
dark. 

After striking the timber we kept a sharp 
lookout for a sheltered canpsite and fLnally 
found one in a clump of nour.Aain hemlock. Mak¬ 
ing a lire, was not too much of a prob].ein, even 









IONIAN BASIN 


A WILDERNESS PRIMEVAL- 

By CLIFF YOUNGQUIST 


Early on a beautifully clear 
Sunday morning, July 27, 1952, tne 
so-called Ionian Basin Quintet left 
Base Camp in Colby Meadow. The dest¬ 
ination for that day was Muir Pass 
Shelter. The party Included Cliff 
Youngquist as leader, Endicott Hanson, 
Gene Serr II, Gene (Bud) Serr III 5 and 
Dick Johnson as assistant leader. 

This was to be a four day knapsack 
trip into some of the most primitive 
wilderness country in the Sierra Nev¬ 
ada. The proposed route would coyer 
about forty-five miles, with a third 
of the distance over deeply sun-pitted 
snow. -'Dat Vas de versed kind." At 
least thirty miles would be cross- _ 
country without trails of any descrip- 

The maps indicated that three 
high cols (snow covered saddles) would 
have to be traversed. The two days 
previous had been stormy and wet, so 
as we hiked along under heavy packs, 
we felt assured of good weather ahead. 
Little did we suspect what was to 

John Muir Trail to Muir Pass, 
a distance of ten miles, was very 


spectacular with a multitude of 
sharply glaciated peaks to right 
and left. We were joined on the 
trail by nine knapsackers from Base 
Camp who were also making an over¬ 
night trip to Muir Pass Shelter. 

At five o’clock, after crossing one 
and a half miles of snow, the four¬ 
teen of us arrived at the Pass and 
Muir Shelter. As we arrived some 
one spotted nine specks in the snow 
coming down from the col which lies 
east of Peak 13,Ol6. Field glasses 
told us that it was Oliver Kehrlein 
and party who were supposed to have 
been in the Hell-For-Sure country 
some twenty—five miles to the west. 
They were returning from a success¬ 
ful climb of Charybdis, which lies 
behind and south of Peak 13,016. 
After a filling dinner prepared in 
the hut's fireplace, all twenty- 
three persons bedded down edgewise 
on the loose plank floor of the hut. 
The storm was howling outside again. 
The morning broke clear, and the 
sunshine was relatively warm. This 
meant fair weather ahead._ But high 
in the sky, invisible, thin clouds 
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were drifting northerly. Were they 
cirro-stratus or alto-stratus clouds? 

To "Old Hands’* this could mean more 
storms. From the Hut the lonians 
took to the icy snow which was safer 
than the heavy talus below the butt¬ 
resses and north face of Peak 13,Ol6, 
Swinging to the right we climbed 
toward the west col where we were 
seemingly blocked by the last fifty 
feet. A slip there and we would have 
taken a sliding fall of more than a 
thousand feet to Wanda Lake below. 

This was a seventy degree wail of ice 
which we traversed diagonally in steps 
cut by the leader. V/hat a long time 
fifteen minutes can be, when you are 
standing, balancing on sheer ice, with 
the left hand less than half an arm's 
length from the wall.' At last we topp¬ 
ed the crest of ice and were on the col 
at an elevation of 12,450 feet. 

The Ionian Basin: What naked, 
frozen, expansive grandeur.' The aver¬ 
age elevation is about 12,000 feet and 
in this area of the Sierra, it is fully 
1800 feet above timberline. Below us 
lay two large lakes and several tarns 
which were frozen solid except for 
turquoise borders. To our south stood 
Scylla, lying at the north end of the 
Ragged Spxirs this spior lying betv/een 
the Enchanted Gorge and Goddard Creek. 
It is one of the roughest masses of 
metamorphic rock to be found in the 
Sierra. 

Unable to see Charybdis from the 
col, v;e headed down into the Basin 
over sun-pitted snow for a bench at 


head of the Enchanted Gorge. Wliat a 
view/ Below us lay frozen Chasm Lake 
in which Charybdis v/as cooling part 
of its foot. Charj^bdis arose out of 
the arctic basin, a solitary, mighty 
mass of brown and black metamorphic, 
which normally is isolated from view 
by the rocky curtain of Goddard and 
Black Divides, Huge cumulus clouds 
were rolling up behind the mountains 
and one formation looked like an 
atomic mushroom that had been exploded 
out of the top of Charybdis, We had 
a bit of lunch in the last rays of 
simshine, as the clouds were moving in 
fast - - black as the mountain across 
the Enchanted Gorge, No one needed to 
be told that there was more rain in 
store for us. 

The day's objective was that deep 
glacial lake known as "lake of the 
Cascades’* or, as Oliver Kehrlein had 
called it, "Spear Head Lake." The 
map showed only an elevation of 
10,212 feet for it. Gathering our 
gear; packs, rope, crampons, and ice 
axes, we followed a route down the 
south side of the Ionian Basin - all 
in pitted snow. We hurried past blue 
rimmed and ice-bound lakes to the foot 
of a second icy col. Dick Johnson 
took the lead, cutting steps, and 
shortly we were looking out over anoth 
er drainage basin. Drops of rain had 
begun to fall. To gain better terrain 
three times we crossed the torrential 
stream channel over carefully tested 
snow bridges. Lower down we came out 
on a bench from which we got our first 




full view of Upper Goddard Creek Canyon. 
Through the storm "Lake of the Cascades" 
appeared somber and black, some l600 
feet below us. The rain by now was 
coming down in sheets and made our route 
slick and hazardous down the metamorph¬ 
osed sedimentarles, to the right of the 
stream. The stream leveled off on a 
bench, where we could hear the thunder 
of a waterfall ahead. Here the stream 
plung-ed into a gorge a hundred feet 
wide and three hundred feet deep. This 
forced us to retrace our steps to the 
bench and swing north above the beginn¬ 
ing of the gorge. From there it was a 
weary mile and a half down to the lake. 

By this time, both weather and mount¬ 
ain gave up the challenge and the rain 
stopped. With a little squaw wood (those 
match-sized dead twigs found on the 
trunks and branches of trees) we built 
a roaring fire. Our dinner was interr¬ 
upted by a burst of sunshine which 
spotlighted the canyon we had just come 
downj as well as the northern and west¬ 
ern sides of the Ragged Spur and the 
lake. The entire two miles of mountain 
side was covered with tjurbulent but 
lacy streams cascading down to the lake. 
Out came the cameras; supper could wait. 
This was a fairyland to be captured on 
film as well as in memory. 

We slept like babes through the 
night which was misty. In the morning 
we started down Goddard Creek Valley - 
to us, it had more enchantment than the 
Enchanted Gorge. Bud, Gene and the 
leader did a little fishing but only 


the little ones about a foot long 
would bite. After an hc’or, another 
storm began, to threaten and wo 
realized, with reluctance, that we 
must turn back and be on our way. 

The objective for this day was a camp 
site fifteen miles away in the vicin¬ 
ity of the trail to Hell-For-Sure Pass, 
by way of Martha Lake and the South 
Fork of the San Joaquin River. 

We started climbing and soon 
reached good old solid granite. At 
11,200 feet we came upon an undulat¬ 
ed bench jeweled with hundreds of tarns 
Mt. Reinstein loomed up to our left due 
west. In front and above us appeared 
three cols. Which of the three would 
give us the best and safest descent on 
the opposite side? After studying the 
map we decided that the most,northerly 
col was the one to try first. We were 
in luck. It proved a perfect choice. 
Below us lay Martha Lake, barren and 
rocky, several hundred feet above timb¬ 
erline with massive, black Mt. Goddard 
in the background. This lake is the 
source of the South Fork of the San 
Joaquin River which flows down Ooddard 
Canyon. Several miles down, on the 
left side of the canyon stands Red Mt., 
the guardian of Hell-For-Sure Pass. 

After lunch we worked our way down 
a talussed buttress to the pitted snow 
and then slipped and slid down to the 
lake as fast as was safe. We crossed 
to the left side of the San Joaquin 
and about a mile below Martha Lake 
entered a high open mountain meadow. 
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Again it started to rain lightly and 
misty clouds obscured the upper parts 
of the canyon. Just before dark we 
reached a thick stand of mountain heir- 
lock and cooked up a hot but wet, 
supper. It was raining hard by now.^ 
Though wet and tired, we each improvised 
a shelter and were soon sound asleep 
rain or not. How those downward sweeping 
hemlock boughs can dump buckets of rain 
into one's bedi 

We had an early breakfast In the 
morning rain and, after obliterating the 
evidence of our over-night camp, we were 
on our way. We soon picked up the 
canyon trail and hiked along briskly 
to warm up. Our packs were nearly empty 
of food but they had soaked up enough_ 
rainwater to more than equal the origin¬ 
al weight. Seven miles downstream 
brought us to the John Muir Trail. We 
were back in civilization again; this 
was the main highway. With an automatic 
stride we climbed the switchbacks ar^ in 
due time were in Colby Meadow three 
hours ahead of our schedule. Someone in 
camp- spotted us and quite vocally 
announced our arrival. The wives of our 
party almost waded Evolution Creek which 
had risen fourteen inches while we were 
gone. However, they met us at the big 
foot log at the upper end of the meadow 
- a most affectionate greeting. 

Some will ask why we should under¬ 
take such a trip. Others will ask why 
we did not turn back at the first rain 
in Ionian Basin. Others will ask many 
questions. Unless one has something of 


pioneering and mountaineering in his 
blood the questions cannot be answer¬ 
ed. We all agreed that some day we 
want to see more of the "Lake of the 
Cascades." Each of us had for a 
moment lived in and become a part of 
the Wilderness Primeval. 
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v’ith t’le rain, and soon we were fry¬ 
ing hamburgers, spam, and fish. Each 
one tried to find a dry spot under a 
thick hemlock and by dusk all had 
turned in, hoping that the morrow 
XTould bring sunshine. 

But no, a faint drizzle greet¬ 
ed us on awakening, so another wet- 
tish meal had to be endured. 

After breakfast we shouldered 
our packs for the last day’s trek 
to Base Comp carrying loads that were 
as heavy as we started with because 
of orir rain soaked gear. Down, down 
we "cnt, enjoying the white creek 
roaring along with u« in its narrow, 
confining canyon. Somewhat before 
noon ’.TO reached Evolution Creek and 
started up the zig-zags. Because of 
the rain we built a fire under an over¬ 
hanging slab of granite and huddled 
under it to dry out and heat some tea 
v/ater. Soon after leaving the lunch 
siie the rain ceased and bits of blue 
sky began to appear. And then, it was 
all over - by three o'clock we were be¬ 
ing welccmed back in Base Camp, all try¬ 
ing vainly to toll of the beautiful but 
stark and dramatic beauties of Ionian 
Basin, Lake of the Cascades, and God- 
aard Canyon. 


The wonderful Nev.d,on B, Bell 
Has marvelous stories to tell 
Of monks on Mount Athos 
And v;ith even more pathos 
His climb of Popocatopotel. 

(Mispronmeiation intentional) 


WELCOM TO B.1SE CAJ^, JQEJ 
By Merrie Meadov?s 

With the speod of light and a hearty "Hi 
Ho Sierra Club", Joe Roberts at the age of 76, 
galloped into beautiful Coll^ Meadows on a white 
stallion. In a cloud of dust, adorned in suit, 
and hat, equipped with a suitcase, Joe faced 
the problem of crossing the swollen river 
into the fast grov/ing audience that a’waited 
him near the commissary. 

"Let’s cross the river" Joe breathed 
gently into the ear of "Silver of the Sierras", 
and the horse whinnied back, "Forget itl I 
aint getting my feet wet"I 

So the battle of man against beast raged, 
both trying to whip the other into submission, 
both realizing who vias boss. So with the aid 
of several huskies Joe dismounted, and v/alkcd 
to camp, while someone rode across the river, 
much to Silver’s chagrin, for he had forgotten 
his water wings, 

Joe Roberts was our honored guest during 
the marvelous second session, and a great ad¬ 
dition he was! Never having seen a sleeping 
bag, he asked if he could rent one. This was 
in his original letwer to Oliver explaining 
that he wanted to set up a similar camp in 
Colorado, and if we would have a packer meet 
him in San Francisco, he v:ould be delighted 
to join us. Somehow he packed in from San 
Francisco by himself and stayed a couple of 
days - rather v;ct days, for he brought with 
him (from Colorado, no doubt) days of rain, 
seasoned 'v7ith thunder and lightning^_ 

The morning sun beamed as Joe was ready 
to depart from the gay but muddy group. Sil-' 
ver was excited with all of this attention 
and stood up on two legs several times to 
make a dramatic getaway to’jard the river. Oh 
that river, the horse thought, not this again. 
But the packers facilitated the leave taking 
by leading the horse, much against his will, 
across the stream to the singing of FOR HE'S 
A JOLLY FELLOW, 
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BMCK GKNT SHROUDED IN STORMS 


Each day clouds gathered over the Sierra Crest and 
settled on the dark summit of The Black Giant* Thunder 
rolling in the distance made a fitting prelude to the 
inevitable lightning v/hich drove us from the nearby peaks 
— just Tidien photographing was at its best* 

Muir Pass and its cluster of serrated peaks form a 
natural magnet for all of the Sierra storms* Many a 
hiker along the John M\rLr Trail has found a welcome haven 
in the stone shelter and often they have been storm 
bound for several days. 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrlein 
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REnicnoNS ON a base camp trip 

---- - — - ----- 

Sunday, August 17, 19^2 


Here, our good doctor Leon- turns 
poet. .Ihile Dr. Ernst wolff was 
our official doctor in Camp - he 
was ably assisted by his wife. Dr. 
Leona Baer Lolff. Every member 
benefited by this double contri¬ 
bution, ns ;,cll as by the oppor¬ 
tunity and I rivilege of hiking and 
talking with this wonderful pair of 
mountaineers and veteran Base Camp¬ 
ers, 

In the following article Leona gi’ows 
nostalgic - and who hasn’t - every 
time a B.C. picture or Reunion in¬ 
terferes with our city life’ Ed. 


To-day is half-way between vacation 
and home. It was such a perfect two weeks 
that I would like to catch and hold the re¬ 
collection for a moment before returning 
completely to reality. Of all our good va¬ 
cations, this was somehow one cf the best, 
perhaps in part because it cariied the over¬ 
tones of the many cherished motntain times 
that have gone before. 

So many factors contributed to our en¬ 
joyment. Evolution Valley truly seems to 
be the climax of the Sierra. ] 'rom. our camp 

in Colby Meadows the great peaks marched a- 
round us in a ring of splendor. We never 
did identify them all, but Mendell, Darwin, 
Spencer, Goddard, McGee and the Hermit be¬ 
came familiar landmarks of our enchanted re¬ 
treat. The weather was superb: one day of 
showers to remind us that sunshine was not 
guaranteed^ a few afternoon clouds for vari¬ 
ety and shadow, and othervrise the v/armest 
blue skies and gray rocks that 10,^00 feet 
could offer, kbrnings fnd nights were a lit¬ 
tle sharp, but the nights produced the full 


moon as well as the frost, and the stars vrere 
so clear that vre even learned a few more con¬ 
stellations. We have adopted Cassoopeia's "V/" 
as our own-, thus claiming a special chair in 
the sky for Wolffs. 

Vie felt fine every day, and though I was 
the slowest hiker present, (slower ones took 
horses), and ray partner set his pace by mine, 
our feet carried us triumphantly to one high 
lake after another: to McGee, Evolution, 
Darwin, 11,106, and finally to our unnamed gem 
which our party discovered by contour map. 
There our thermometer recorded an inviting 60 
degrees in the vxater; a divL ng rock rose out 
of the grassy banks just where we could best 
use it- we were on a small rise in the center 
of the great range which had become our in¬ 
spired horizon. Our ouintet included a live¬ 
ly engineer of 69 of international experience, 
a young Stanford foreign student from Romania, 
a woman named I rene which is Greek for peace. 
So we called our crystal pool the "Lake of 
Peace", to record our urgent temporal hopes 
in the midst of an uncertain eternity. 

The human elements were just right: an 
efficient, generous commissary, an odd assort¬ 
ment of people that amazingly became vrelded 
into an integrated community, many friends and 
friendly people with no social committments to 
each other, golden hours by twos on the trail, 
by the streams, in camp. 

From the medical view point also, the 
trip had its great satisfactions. The compe- 













tence of our consultai.ts, the generosity of 
our nvTSe, the considerateness of our pa¬ 
tients, the responsiveness of tl eir various 
diseases; all these combined to mark the 
alpine practice of medicine as 1 gratifying 
experience. 


So now for thirty-six hours we enjoy 
the lesser but still considerable beauties 
of Huntington Lake as we gather up the memo¬ 
ries of two isolated weeks into the strength 
for the transition into everyday life. 



SCUDDiilR NASH 
GNASHES HIS TEETH 

unabashed 

Orchids wet with morning dew. 

Exasperate the early few. 

Undoubtedly some mornings, Ned, 

'Would rather he had stayed in bed. 

Odd, Wiat when you air your bed. 

Expecting sun ... it rains instead. 

It's not romance that ..lakes her dance. 
She slipped on ice and froie her pants, 
Sliiry fingers sometimes fail 
To find their spoon in chickee-pail. 

From a wildflower’s fierce attack. 

Left a Raven maniac. 

First Basemen ultimately learn. 

Floating firewood will not burn. 

Topic simply not discussed. 

Insect bites upon your bust. 

Baths upstx*eam from Commissary, 

Ain’t considered sanitary. 

Limbs are chopped for fuel by me. 

But only Pete can fell a tree. 


Dam the lakes, and we complain. 

Yet we oftpn damned the rain. 

Base Camp faces this decision. 

Shall we feature television? 

To Hell^for-Sure they started, but. 
Arrived for sure at kfuir Hut. 

Kehrlein led a first ascent. 

And that’s a real accomplishment. 
Everything we eat at dinner. 

Makes tomorrow’s soup the thinner. 

In my ovm observing v/ay, 

Note the pack train's passed today. 
In retrospect ..* one thing I miss. 

The spelling of Charribadis. 

A turm I'd like to hear Cliff say 
In Swedish, is "roche Moutonne". 
Blush with shame for Mary "X", 

Washed her feet with the opposite sex. 
For those who litter up the trails. 
Dinner served in garbage pails. 
Servers should be cautioned, not 
To put your beans in the Jell-0 spot. 
Rainy weather changed her mood. 

For hiking in the semi-nude. 

The size of local Golden Trout 
We cannot truthfully brag about. 

For climbing peaks, award a cup. 

To wives who beat their husbands up, 
MacBride is one whose call to fame. 

Is based upon a losing game. 


113 













HALF-WAY MARKER 


BETWEEN YOSEMITE AND VffllTNEY 


Sweeping upxvard, in graceful lines, a light grey- 
granite pyrimid rises from Muir Passi The topogra¬ 
phical map measures its summit at 13,231 feet — 
the highest point near the passo 

With Goddard and McGee, it dominates the Wanda Lake 
setting -- they bulking black and shapeless, and in 
bold contrast, it stands light and shapely.. 

But few have climbed to its summit to view a pano¬ 
rama equalled only by that from Goddard, Practically 
every major peak in the Sierra is visible, from • 
'Whitney to Lyell, Only three of California’s 14,000 
foot peaks cannot be seen from its top. 

Base Campers unanimously recommended that this peak 
be named after our late and beloved ex-president 
Duncan McDuffie, who has done so much for the pre¬ 
servation of our natural vronders. 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrlein 
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SIERRA CLUB BASE CAMP 
EVOLUTION VALLEY 
August 3 to l 6 , 1952 
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THE THIRD .GROUP 


Ti-LE ASTUTE 


ARISTCC.R-4TS 


Nona had it so conifor-tab,le as thesec They 
found camp all set up and well crganizedo The 
weather was 100^4 perfect -» so was the food„ 

A minimum of mo.squitoes testified to the slaughter 
that had gone on beforeo Numerous limits of 
fish bespoke the Tinse.lfishness of the prerious 
nimi'cdSQ These adventurers ranged far and v/ide 
{ex'-en to Muir and Hell--for Sure Passes) with mules 
to park their loads<, Brilliant colorings and 
deep shadcwa predominate In their photographyr. 


Photograph by James MacBride 
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The Tlaird Group Must have been an 
extremely acsivo bunch, ^^/hat v'ith 
eight and ten trips going every 
day, our camp fire reporter should 
have had a couple of assistants. 
Alice Mulford did a super hxxman 
job of recording ail the activ¬ 
ities and stunts ’.'^hile at camp 
fire, and also in gathering this 
wealth of material, she also did 
a clever job of editting it. Our 
appreciation and cpngratulations. 


Sat. Florence LaJce, Oliver 

Aug. 2 Kelu-lein in charge. New 

campers vsere greeted 
with Oliver’s usual enthusia.sra 
anc those of the commissary and 
packers staffs 'f^io wore present 
were introduced. It was v’ith 
rogrot that we heard the announce¬ 
ment that Oliver wt s not to be at 
camp with us, ant vdi-.w pleasure 
that we learned that Cliff Young- 
qviist vas to be his substitute as 
camp leader and manager. Oliver 
told of his unhappiness at not 
being able te he 'Ith us and then 
proceeded to ^ive a ‘'nnd.orful pop 
talk about the nature of the Base 
Camp, encouraging the cooperation 
of all members. Che meeting was. 
then turned, ovei to Cliff for 
announcements anc instructions 
about Sunday’s trip. 

Sun. Junction of Piuto Creelc 

Aug. 5 and South Fork of the 
San Joaquin River. Cliff Young- 
cuist in charge. Day^s weather 
clear andjsunny. 

Business was attended to 
first when Cliff gave announce- 

2 


n r'' r n rj o > -'j 

r\L. i\ur uv\ I 'nuaf 

ments and instructicDns for Monday’s 
hike. More of the paeJeers and 
commissary staffs were introduced. 
Then came the joyful news that Jim 
MacBride (alias '’Harry Lauder”) 
would be in chargeiof Lost and 
Pound. 'hth his usual wit and 
sparkle, ho started his duties. 

Mrs. Octavia 'ilson entertained 
Tvith a violin solo which was beauw 
tifully played and well received 
in spite of competition from the 
roar of the nearb^r cascading 
stream. ■ 

Mon. Base Camp, Colby Meadow, 

Aug. 4 Cliff Youngquist in 

charge.' Day’s •/sathor 
clear end sunny. 

Everyone had arrived safely 
and found a comfortable sleeping- 
bag spot. Now, well' fed with one 
of Ned’s good dinners ”'3 gathered 
around the tc”in camp fire. After 
the usual announcements end Lost 
and Pound, the rest of the commis¬ 
sary staff wero introduced as 
were Mr. and Its. Albert Marshall, 
visiting Sivorra Clubber's. Camp 
rules were, of course*, reviewed. 

Tbe hwisiness over, Clare McGee 
took charge as M.C. for the eve¬ 
ning’s variety prograiii. Peter 
Raven was first --dth tw/o enter¬ 
taining ’’African” songs, using 
’■>ash tub end mop as accompanying 
instruments. Robert Pranzblau 
followed with two nurabers: a 

whistling comic sterry of a man’s 
conversation ’."'ith a bird and sec¬ 
ondly a story of * traveling 
salesman’s difficulty in getting a 
candle blovrn out. The incongruity 
of Bob’s difficulty in ’^ee ing the 










prop candle 1 Lilted made his efforts 
doubly comical. George Mors sang 
"Mill Stream" to the accompaniment 
of his ulcelel3. I heeler Green, 
packer, then introduced the rest 
of the packars and pleaded for 
safety in driving nd hiking, using 
his experiences rith cars at grade 
crossings while driving his diesel 
freight loconptivo as examples. 
Hot chocolate and informal singing 
v/ere enjoyed after the formal camp 

fire program. _ 

Tues. Pay's weather' sunny and 

Aug. 5 cloudy. After the usual 

business and Lost and 
Foitnd, reports \iere made on tvro 
trips: 

1. Orientation Point (Grandjna’s 
Nubbins); Bill Evans, Leader; 
Seward Breitwieser, reporter. 41 
wsnJb. For full details see "res¬ 
tricted" report or another page. 

2. McGee Creek; Judd Boynton; 
Leader. 

Entertainment started when Bob 
5k*gnzblau was int? oduced as M.C. 
for the rest of t] e programs. Eis 
exuberance v/ae contaj^ious. Two 
duets, •"bixie" and ^Home on the 
Range" were provided by Priecllla 
'ihlte, flutist, and Laura ’Vhite, 
accordionist. Amy Deeter then 
tickled us with one of her inimit¬ 
able Tadgei* stories in which the 
Panga Ranger ranged all over the 
ranges and Tadger visxs in perpetual 
mischief. Octavia 'Vilson and the 
pounders sang tv/o rounds, bringing 
the audience into it; "Frere 
Jacoue" and "0, How Lovely is the 
Bvening.“ 

Arnold Feme! of the Mison Com¬ 


pany talked on "Life in the Sierr^' 
telling of his experiences and the 
history (since the coming of the 
white man) of the area in which we 
were camping, mentioning how early 
miners, cattle and sheejj men and 
lumbermen all gave names to land¬ 
marks. Then came the building of 
v'ater power dams on Huntington and 
Florence Lai^os end drilling of a 

^to carry V'/ator 

thx ui»R. tne KjQi^Td granite rldgo. 

’Ved. Sunny, cloudy, a little 

Aug. 6 rainy. Trips reported 
on: 

1. McGee Lakes; Ed Breitwieser, 
leader; Albertena ,, Lo:'e, reporter. 
39 went up; 41 came downI See 
full account on another page. 

2. Glacial Divide; Pete Fried¬ 

rich sen, leader; Ken Rich, rep¬ 
orter. 57 s.tarted, 12 stopped, to 
fish, 8 returned, 25 v'ent all the 
way to the bop, (They didn’t tell 
us vhat happened to the other 121) 
(Ed: That’s how many stayed at 

the lunch spejt v?hile the 25 went 
on. You'll understand better* by 
reading mor<5 about it elsewhere in 
this book.) • 

Mr. Howrard Stagner, Chief Nat¬ 
uralist of Kings Canyon National 
Park, his w;ife and three children 
were introduced. In his talk, Mr. 
Stagner distinguished between the 
National parks, which are used for 
recreation of the type v'e arc hav¬ 
ing, and the National Forests, 
which have recreational uses but 
are administered primarily for 
commercial purposes. He broi ght 
greetings fj’om Nr. Scoyen, Super¬ 
intendent of the Park. 















, A slrit, "Coraj.;i» In,’* v^as del- 
ight.fully entertaining in its :;or4i 
trayal of t’os Coinpers' hapcy start 
on t'lsir hike, their fatigue;, the 
rain, hunger, trail toi party, 
commissary, big pack to carry, and 
horse-back riding on the trip.Dr, 
’■Volff sang “Someday Yoi- and 1“ to 
an organ Accompaniment* Peter 
Raven gave an interostjn^ tal^^ on 
Place F{ mes of this ares , and Clare 
McGee closed the progran by having 
thro children take turns telling 
Indie.n s oreis o-^ th^ origins of 
constellations \hil« otter children 
formal tho constellations with 
flashlights. Ihsn ’-bile some 
■■ 'armo I t-hcir stomachs ■ ith the after 
cartipfire chocolate, Clare sho'^ed 
real constellations to enthusiastic 
star-gazers. 

Ihurs,' clear, stinnj'^, I'e-’ <!l.bu.ds, 

Aug. 7 Tt-’o activities rere rep- 
6 orted'i 

1. ^Tature 'hlk; Peter Faven, lead¬ 
er; Charley Mors, jr’sporter. I-orard 
Stegnor, park Naturalist, told 
about the formFti''n of the valley 
by glaciation' er/i *-ooer Raven dis¬ 
cussed plant succession, insects, 
mammals, and oirds of the region. 

2* Rock Climbing; Meric hison, 

leader. Some of the elements of 
the technique '.-ero learned b:^ par¬ 
ticipants, and no casualties -rep¬ 
orted—other than rope burns. 
The folio-ing giiests were introd¬ 
uced: Florence and Clarence 

Richmond from Dingleherry and Mr. 
and Hra, Albert Marshall, 

Ihe serious part of the pro¬ 
gram eonsistsd of greetings and 


talks tbjrkavlbyi tins, it PoresSoSertic.e 
representatives; Arnold Snyde;r 
High Sierra Ranger Station below 
Florence Lake, Clare .Hendy, Reg¬ 
ional Forester in chargy of tho 18 
National Forests of 'California, 
and, son John; Assistants Mr, Cjr’One 
Miller (v i 1 d life), .Mr. Barnh am, 

Mr. Elden Rail, and B^^iron Beatty, 
Supervisor of Sierra National 
Forest, 

Fendy c^-plained the diff¬ 
erence bot'-oen the National Parks 
and Forests, t.be Parks b...ving be:;n 
set aside 'fco preserve the area.^, 
while the Forests concentrated dn 
water, pasturage, limber, end rec¬ 
reation. They often -'ork together. 

He mentioned the problems of man¬ 
aging them and the need for public 
education and cooperation with, the- 
Packers* Association,' Sierra Club, 
and other interested groups to h'lp 
in preserving the ■ ildoirness areas# 
Charley Summers, Park Ranger, then 
told of the attendance reccrod and 
requested us all to sigh it. 

Music and stories firmed the 
lighter part of tl:^ projgram: Dick 
Peery played “Sspanole’*g Amy Deeper 
delighted with a life history of 
Paul Bunyan; Alice Mulfo.rd told of 
the damage done by the fictigiSfius 
Splinter Cat, and Trudy Pranzblau 
lead the assembly in a oom''’unity‘ 
song v’hile Sam French acco.mpanied 
on the organ. 

FrTI 61'ear and sunny. Fight 

Aug. 8. trips were reported; 

1. McGee Lakes and over 
the saddle to Sapphire iand. Evolution 
Lakes; Bill Evans, Leader; Margy 
Lengsdorf, reporter. ! 









2* Muriol Plateau ana Lajiarck; 

Ray Brodersen, loedei'. Bob Jaj't, 
reporter. 

3. McGea Lakes; Boll ’^'allaoe, 
leader. 12 .started, 10 v'on: ill 
tbe ’f-ay. See account ''ls3'-’‘'ioi o. 

4. The first game of Old M lie on 
Bas- Camp PurapV t>y Ned Ihom jscn 
and famil-, ancluding littl> cusy. 

5. iSvolution.and Sapphire jLaVes; 

iSd Broit^^'iesier, leader; Dr. '^olff, 
reporter. 3:5 ’'cnt. Brief account 
else here. i 

6. Elncrald Lake; Peter '"rx jder- 

ichs'-n, leadoiBouard rep¬ 

orter. Many iisbermen xncl ided. 

7. up the north face of the 
Eormit; Stophrn ir'ie, loafer; 
btan Keenan,, r«eporter. Fou? made 
the attempt, climb incomplete. 

8. Dari'in Basin; Judd Boynton, 
leader an*! reporter. 0 vront up. 

A letter from Elsie Be Lie 
’Sarnsha’’i', dated Felsinke, ','as read. 
Fancy poery,3ang th- ”Lilac Trvee.” 
George Mors i(and his ukelelij) sang 
the “Tennessee Waltz'*. Harri'*t 
Mors gave us a good la^g'^ singing 
“I Can»t 8av Fo to a Piocc of Pie. ** 

Sat. One ip went'to 

Aug. 9. Dari in with ''Dutch'* 

L'schke PS lee.ci.ee, Peter 
Raven, repo.rter, and Judd BDvnton, 
the. only other membor of the party. 
Tteey reac.hed the summit plateau at 
12 ©‘clock. From the top of t? e 
pinnacle they saw the Sierra Crost 
from Mt. '/bitnsy to Ft. Lyle* and 
from far oast in Nevada to the San 
Joaquin Valley in the t'cst. 

Brsitv.lesser took a group 
to Svolution lake, ret”r-'‘*ng via 
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the Casesnes, Pauliiic Smith rep¬ 
orted. Short accrunt on another 
page. 

Fod #i,ompson sangjahnev’ version 
of his favorite cam stjnr^.'.ritten 
and mailed to him by ajcitmper of 
ea.rlier in tb^^ season, i Octavia 
Wilson delighted ’ iti'' t’'0;numbers 
on her violin; Sxcerpis'jl’rom “Maz- 
ur3ca“ by 'Vionia-'ski an«| ;‘iBcdita.tion** 
from Thais. A trio coijisisting of 
Priscilla ’'kite and BoB Fpuston, 
flutists, and Felr-n Blasdalo, recor¬ 
dist, play^'d tv-o old Bi^lish dances; 
“All in a Garden Green“ an^J “Mundesso** 
gave comic iht.roductions 
to his t”o songs, “Cruising Dov'n the 
River** and **(Me Alone,“ .for I'hich 
Mrs. ■•'hito accompaniod^ on the acco.rd- 
ion. final nu)'iberi’"as Sydney 

hisenand 3in,"i,ing “Danpy Boy'* an 
“Little Boy Lovc^ in hjr boautiful, 
clear, sw'ct voice. 1 

Sun. ' I*?ter jekiedrichsen, 

Aug. 10. loader. Clear and sunny. 

Trips repo.rted; 

1. Mendel! Glacier: Bill 
Evans, loader; Sd Ereifcuieser, rep¬ 
orter. Six went acrosjs country to 
Dar'^dn Basin end. up to the 4P 
dogrc""' slope of the glacier. Flowers 
w'ro plentiful. Further d^'tails on 
anothei- page. 

2. Dar'hn La’^o; Peter Pricdrichson, 

leader; Sylvia Formanson, reporter. 
Ihirtv tvent at a slow pace, stopping 
before the zig-zags tO' “let the 
Nuir Pass Express go by.'* Pour 
v'ont beyond the main party led by 
Margaret Davey. ] ' 

3. Louise Mohr reported- on animals 
she saw; a cocker spepiol and a 






















Siamese cat v'ith! some hikoi-a, a 
marmot and a pony. 

For the program, Harriet Mcrs 
sang "There is Something in the Flour" 
Judd Boynton told about a trip to 
Ecuador. Dr. Tolff, accompamiec 
by Mrs. nTaite on the accordion, 
sang "The Flowers that Bloom in 
the Spring." Rose Lewis bold a 
story. "Dutch" Leschke sang a 
group of German lieder he learned 
when he v;as a boy in the hnder 
Vogel. Merle 'hison talked on the 
geology of the region. Am”- 
Deotcr told ""/hy Ihere are no Bees 
on the Desert" according to Paul 
Bunyan. The program closed v-hth 
'coannunity singing led by Octavia 
lY il s on. 

Sun.' . fcir Paso iiut, no des- 

Aug. 11. ignated leader. Clear 

and. sunny. After en¬ 
joying the colorful sunsot of the 
cloudless s^-ty vioved from the pass 
the hikers gathered aroung the 
fireplace in the hut for an infor¬ 
mal campfiro and swapped stories 
and joined, in community s^n<?ing. 
" L.S.M.F.Tl" __ _ 

Moni Clear and sunny. The 

Aug. 12. Overnight Trip to 

Muir Pass was the orly 
one reported. Bill ‘Vallace loader} 
Francis ’'■’hite, packer; Jane Col]ard, 
reporter; Cliff Youngquist and I art 
Perry , reporters for the Black 
Giant Col side trip. 

Perfect weather (except no 
clouds for the photographers), no 
wind off the snow banks to furtl er 
Chill the cold night air on the 
pass, marvelous viexva, p''rgeous 
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flowers, a good time had by all, 

.» For the program. Ruth Prager 
told of her travels about the 
world in connection with her five 
years» work with UNBA and IBO. She 
told of vacations in Buropo, a wed¬ 
ding in Norway, hiking th.rough the 
Norwegian mountains, and a Greok 
Orthodox wedding in im. Palermo, 

I taly. 

Tues. Clear, sunny, still 

Aug. 13. plenty of mosquitoes. 

Trips reported: 

1. Peak oast of Bmorrld; Bill 
Bvans, leader; Ken Rich, reporter. 
Nine started out, four recc.hed the 
top. A PED-grade hike. 

2. La-ke 11106; Pete Friodrichsen, 
loader; Dr. 'folff, reporter. Four¬ 
teen vfont; concentrated on fishing, 
swrimming, resting. 

3. Terce and one half miles up 
Evolution Lake Trail; "Dutch" LoschJec 
leader, John Belmont, reporter. Did 
some fishing, svimriing, and playing 
in the sno- ', 

4. Ionian Basin via pass ea->t of 
Goddard; Ted Abed, leader, Judd 
Boynton, reportc.r. 

5. Up Goddard Canyon and Hell-foi^ 
Sure Pass; (?) Everybody Iv^d and 
Margy reported. See her scandalous 
report separately printed. 

6. Nature ’''alk, Clare McGee, leader 
Tills was intended to be a bird walk, 
but tliG scarcity of birds turned 

it into a good discussion of nature 
science in general, 

7. Tti.roe-day trip to Black Giant, 
a grandmother climb, and #13,016, 
steep; Steve Wilkie, leader; Ben 
Mason, reporter. 
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but in a topplblc moss, 
cleaned it up» 

4. Evolution and iiap 


^ .. long 

Infected 


li-: 


Bob Houston, leader a: l(| .|^cportcr 
Tierce couples ’eent anc. {ejnjoyed the 
fishing. Bob gave a tfcjstimonial 
to the doctors in camp^ |bc was able 
tp taSre tpc takec tb.ift 
days suffetring I'dth a 
toe. 

f. Goddard Canyon, H 
Pass, Red I'Tountain^ B 
leader and, reporter, 
the strenuous hiking 
scenery of this four- 
the. hikers found the 
the largest being 13 
Margey'3 account cl3qj^^.j. ..4. v.. 

6, Judd Boynton, lcaii;|r5 McGee 
Lakesj Laura ‘'liito, r 

7. Climb the Hermit; 
reportvor. It was ’-'it^ 
of elation that this 


succc. dod in their fl’st attempt 


to find a selected sp) 
a map. 

Cliff Youngoulstj ^nstoa 


Th..y 
.lire Lake s; 


for-Sure 
t ■alters, 
side from 
.Ad’ unsurpassed 
ij pack trip 
shing good. 



porter. 

Pete Murphy, 
felling 
j.^ell group 


hj following 


o o; 


Bob Pranzblau, our iisual 

n 4“ ■v»/*N 1 r- 4-V'. /.* K 


introduced the campfi 
included t^'o skits; 

1, Bird Love.rs at HQi'k,, by two 
Bobolinks (Bob Roustop]and Bob 
Pranzblau.) 

IRwo bird watchers, cat}! trying to 
bring to viev' a bird i; hears by 
Imitating its call. .:Iiey finally 
bumj) into each other aid find they 
have been I'nitating each other's 
calls, (Luclcy they wcr|in*t duct’" 
hunters. Ed.) 

2. Leaving Base Cam]^| by Haney 
McCabe, Hol n Thompsqr^ Kay Izotte, 
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program v^hich 
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Dr® ■■'■’'olff, Dro Pt£.ab, >^n6, a.iithor 
Murpby Evans s LIO, an ori;j;j.nal 
son^; and "gif.ts** v'orc presenter! to 
Fed on bS.s birtadcy« S..:voral songs 
xollorrd b." skits; Dr. 

*'AnniVvSrs£r?/" of a 31 eopin'. Pag,” 
'’?ritt ;n i'y Frs. En.rton; S¥c'n y 
Tsisnand, “In a Gondola,** ritli 
“Anni Lauri:** as an onc^T’o; Botsy 
-cinbuohe **Little Toapofe.'* Amy 

Doctor then told ho’-' par.l Bunyan 

?iiovo:' fro-’ Main to the Lalcc. btatos 
and oncoimtcrcd Bine Sno’- and 
Prozon “/ords, Dvrclr" tb.o hot chor-- 
olatc period, Clare iicGoo obliged 
the star-gazers ^itb some more 
p ointers* _ 

Thura. Clear, sunny and still 

Aug, If. too many inosqn.itocs. 

Iho Bandana Shov, of 
wdiich Sunny diito wes organizer, 
v>as the biggest Base Camp has !v-.r 
had, according to Charlotte Young- 
ouist, reporter. 

PRIZES FOR E/iFDAFA 3H0 ' - "HATo” 
Thursday, Aug. If, 1952 
Hostcss-Charlott.- ‘Voungquiit. 

BAFDAFivS - CO-eOSTiioo, Sunny hi to. 

Most beautiful - Nina RoiEc 

Most uniquv?. - Connie Menzies 

Best oik - Bob eqiitc 

Best for'ign cotton - Btith MacBrido 

Best Foreign slick. - Ruth Prager 

Best silk - Claro McTToe 

Best cotton - S^/lvia Fermanson 

Smartest - Verda Eoimbuchcr 

Honorable mention - Janet Slm-sons 

Hoi'n Elasdalo 


COoTDI'Ho - Elizabeth Smith 

1 ~ Octavia ilson 

2 •- Jane Collard - Blanch Miller 

3 - Fancy MacCaVee - Mrs. Kerr 

4 “ Gar’ye Op ton - Ruth Praguer 
^ - Clare McGee - M^HTRroTrrcI' 

G - Fancy 8 - Priscilla hito - Botty 
Kerr 

7 - Alhv'rtcna Lee - Charlotte Young- 

qui s t 

8 - Peter Friech-’ichs-n 
Sir honorable mentions. 

Best couple - p-eery 

Dr. end Mrs. '‘olff 

ART - Dd:*. biff oiid Ru.th Prager 
1st - Peter FriodrichS'"n 
2nd - Octavia ‘‘ilson 
3rd - Fanc^r MacCabc. 

4tb, - Ruth Rich 
5th - Paiilin* Smith 
6th - Carryo Opton 

Louise ■’■'eidb.rg 
Louise Mohr 
Inez Logan 
Trudy Pranzblau 

CHILD’''eF 

1st - Kerry Rich 
Tommy Gould 
Barbara Gould 
Margy Rich. 

FATUR./.L ARRAFGEMEFTo v Peter Raven 
anti Murphy Evans 
1st - Inez Logan 
2nd - Mary Perry 
3rd. - Carryo Opton ("Evolution 
Dodo") 















'IT-U^Fi^RIFO’S - Nancy Poc.ry and 
Sharon Collins 
"/inner •• Jim MacBrido 


G-adgots - Dr. Harry Raab 

1st - Amy Doctor 

2nd - iva Prank 

3rd - Helen Blasdalo 


In selecting the Cup Awards, 
wc each voted for threo only, to 
simplify the counting. The eight 
shiny cups wore awarded in the 
following order (after the prograrO 
Joff Smith, Dr. Alvin Isaicson, 
Claro McGcc, Merle Yvilson, Louxse 
Mohr, Boo Franzhlau, Pd Brcit- 
wioscr, and Nancy Pocry. Sierra 
Club Emhlcms wore awarded to Amy 
Deetor and Jim MacBrido. Alice 
Mulford received Honorable Mention. 

The First Baseman’s program 
was under the direction of Janet 


3im.mon3 end started with an intro¬ 
ductory talk and thanks for the 
efficient camp leadership. The 
play concerned '’Evolution Valley.” 
the Piute Indians, the Gold 
Miners, John Muir (Judd Poy’^ton) 
watching the sheep hordoi s and 
wo'^dsmen ana forming the oicrra 
Club Organization of the High Trips 
(Dutch Loschke), Base camp (vi/ith 
a number of entertaining songs and 
op.lsodos), and, finally, a clever 
and. original song, "'•'lien you com 
to the end of a perfect day.” 

This final camp fire in Colbv 
xioadow ended with informal sinking 
A ^jnanncr of all th n . 


af tc 
Pri. 
Aug. 


16. 


Junction of Piute 


Creek and South Pork of the San 
Joaquin River. ’Tcathor clear and 
sunny. 

After the last Lost and Pound 
and the final group of Announcements 
and the conclusion to thr Pish Count, 
the Catmp fire Program, (v/hich was 
hold fa.r enough from t.hc stream to 
hear the performers this time) incl¬ 
uded: 1. Claude Dimltropoulos, an 

exchange student from Romania, 
studying at Stanford, and particip¬ 
ating in Base Camp under the Morley 
Fund, express.':d his gratitude for 
American friendship and for the 
prlvilagc of being a guest of the 
Sierra Club. 2. Hovfard. Kerr sang 
”Tho Sheik of Araby.” 3. Albertena 
Icc recited a a verse, "There v,’as a 
young maid from Hoboken.” 4. Ruth 
Pragor talked on the DP's in Germany 
and the problems of rehabilitation 
and reuniting. 

During the course of the two 
weeks, the local talent managed to 
produce some beautiful'music, some 
serious and interesting talks, and 
some amusing skits, stories, and songs 
to enliven the clear chilly, mosquito- 
bitten evenings, while sitting around 
t.hc camp fires, so generously provided 
by the first-basomcn. Sorvcral 
birthdays and wedding anniversaries 
were celebrated. Bob Thompson was 
missed and a poem was written in his 
honor and a copy sent to him. Both 
the campers and the staff arc to bo 
comm.onded for their hard work in the 
preparation and performance of these 
progra 's. 

Respectfully submitted 

Miss A lice S . Mulford 

Secretary, Camp Fire 
Pa;o grams. 

















Mt, GODDARD 


OUT OF DEEP FREEZE 
.4 Stud y in Black and Ifhite 


Ancient Goddard Hulks stark and forbidding above 
its glaciers, with Vfenda Basin (in the foreground) 
still bleak and barren* The deep snow fields are 
beginning to melt and here and there clumpb of 
sedge and grass are poking their light green blades 
through the fro25en sod* 

Vfenda Lake can be seen in the lower left center, 
its surface mottled with fast melting ice. 

It was over this type of terrain that the more 
strenuous climbers had to hike during the second 
camp. The John Muir Trail (here still buried in 
snov;) enters at the lower right corner of the pic¬ 
ture and sv;ings around to the near edge of Wanda 
Lake -- after a cold crossing of the semi-frosen 
waters at the outlet of the Lakeo 


Photographed from a shoulder 
of Mto Huxley by Toni Gamero 
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FIRST ANIMALS TO BREAK TRAIL 


TO MUIR PASS IN 1952 


During the third Campj 20 members spent a cold 
but interesting night on Muir Pass (elevation 
llj955 fto) Francis White and his string of mules 
broke trail through the snow fields in Vfenda Lake 
Basin to the shelter^ This was the first pack train 
of the seasono They carried the dunnagej food and 
a supply of fire wood up to the Passo The members 
toted their dunnage back to camp on the return tripo 

Unfortunately, the long stretches of snow along 
the trail wore so hummocky during the first four vreeks 
that only hardy groups of back-packers were able to 
make this strenuous overnight tripo 


Photograph by Cliff Youngquist 
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MOB SCENE ON MUIR PASS 


The usual parade of hikers along the John Muir Trail 
and over Muir Pass was missing this summero However, 
the Base Campers made the most of their opportunity and 
climbed to this rugged Pass en massoo 

Meals were cooked in the fireplace and an uproarious 
campfire was held indoorso Many slept out on the rocks 
under a dense canopy of brilliant stars — denser and 
more brilliant than any sky they had ever seen beforeo 

Spectacular sunsets provided a pageantry of flash-=’ 
ing colors as the red orb of the sun settled between 
Goddard and McGeea The picture on the cover of this 
Base Camp Book is a f®eble attempt to depict this ever 
recurring display of flanboj'ant colgrso 


Photographs by Cliff Yovingquist 
and Alice Mulford 
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MIR F533 SHELTER 
ITS DOOR HAS NO LOCK 


Could this be Lapland or the high steppes of Asia? 
Some even say that it suggests the frigid plateaus 
of eastern Siberia, but actually it is in sunny 
California, It is our own Shelter on Muir Pass at 
11,955 feet elevatiouo 

No city home, with all its comforts and conveniences, 
is more appreciated by a storm-bound hiker or an 
exhausted mountaineer tha- is this bleak, one room 
stone hut — a beehive-shaped structure (designed 
from similar shelters in Southern Italy) which merges 
perfectly into its wilderniss settings 

For eight long months it is buffeted b 3 ^ storms; 
lightning may flash all about it and sleet batter 
at its windows and doors — but at all times it 
stands as firm as the granite from w'hich it is built, 
ever ready to welcome and succor those who need it 
and who can appreciate the thoughtfulness of the 
man who inspired it (George Frederick Schwarz) and 
the organization that built it (our own Sierra Club)^ 


Photograph by Toni Gamero 
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BY SCUDDER NASH 


•''Off to an alpina land v^e knov/, 

Hold your hats, boys, here we kgow?,” 

-Ogden Utah 

DEDICATION Dedicated to my friendly compass, v/ithout whose guiding 
hand I would be lost. 


FOREWOKD 


John Muir’s chauffeur once said, ”Ths complete mastery 
of base-camping comes only after years of exhaustive 
experience £>'■ 


The fu ndamentals of this art, however, 
through study of tho printed word, and 
benefit of the youngtimers, we present- 
to first-basemanshlp.; 


may be acquired 
so, for the 
this introduction 


; ^_TIT LE EXPL AINED «Fir s t - Baseman 
is a title well chosen, consulting 
Thorndike-Barnhart we find that the 
word ’’first” means ’’before anything 
else” and that ’’base” denotes; 1.’’coar¬ 
se in quality, 2, having little compa¬ 
rative value. 3» menial or unworthy.” 
’’Mari’signifies ’’servant or vassal”. 
Therefore, by referring to what 
we have just learned, the complete ti¬ 
tle ’’First-Baseman” means, ”one who 
plays first-base as distinguished from 
short-stop of left-field... 


SJ ITAB-L Jjj CLOTKLNG FOR ^'HE_TRIP For mo- 

desty's sake we will"consider*only the 
outer garments, leaving the unmention¬ 
ables unmentionedo 

At Base Gamp, pants are a ’’must” for 
the women as well as the men, though the 
zipping arrangements may vary somewhat,. 

Materials such as burlap or cheese¬ 
cloth are entirely impractical because 
they just will not stand up, A recommen¬ 
ded serviceable cloth, especially manu¬ 
factured for such trips, is outing flan¬ 
nel 3 
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The complete mouratain vmrdrobe 
should include shorts, for short trips, 
and knickerbockers for knapsackingc 
Belts are usually worn to keep the pants 
up, but suspenders are practical, and 
even thumbtacks have their points. 

Shirts should be ”exc?.ting’» in color 
to contrast with the forest greens., For 
men we suggest bright checks, plaids, 
and solid colors, and for the women, 
solid colors, plaids, and bright checks. 

Stiff Tuxedo shirts are, of course, 
out of place in the mountains, for the 
studs are too easily lost, but dirty 
shirts are in vogue for they lend an air 
of ''roughing it". Womens’ peek-a-boo 
shirts are loads of fun for the mosqui¬ 
toes. 

When night falls in the Sierra the 
temperature drops, due to lack of sun¬ 
shine, so come prepared for the cold., 

¥e suggest a warm coat of sufficient 
length to cover your embarrassment. 

For complete comfort v/e recommend a 
jacket lined with at least 40^ dovm, the 
balance on easy terms. 

Gaudy color is not necessarily de¬ 
sirable-, Last summer, on a fishing 
jaunt to some pothole lakes, we came 
across a woman wearing simply a coat of 
tan. The effect was pleasing. 

Apparel suitable for the gala night 
life of Ease Camp should be gay and 
radiant 0 . We suggest polka-dotted woolen 
night-gownso 

Proper footwear is essential. Bear 
in mind that types of shoes are designed 
xoi' specific uses like: snowshoes for 
snow, hiking sloes for hiking, and horse¬ 
shoes for good luck, 

Hob-nails are excellent for skiing on 


rocks at stream crossings., 

In mountain work it is necessary that 
shoes be worn in '''pairs", that is; one 
left-shoe and one right-shoe <, For exam¬ 
ple; if two right-shoes are worn, the 
wearer would continually circle to the 
starboard, leading him to frustration. 

The selection of 

a favorable campsite‘*£s, indeed, important, 
Vke are reminded of the tenderfoot vrho, 
after stumbling tiirough the darkness, fi¬ 
nally set up his tent and cra.wled in, and, 
upon awakening next morning, found him- ’ 
self near the center of Lake Tahoe, 

A choice spot would be under a heavv- 
limbed decaying pine .„. for you die only 
once, and where could you be gettinp" a 
more fitting setting? 

For convenience^^sake- for gosh-sakes 
locate within a 30-rainut.e walking dis¬ 
tance of a rest-room. 

A site close to populated ant-hills 
can be entertaining, for it’s fun to 
watch the little buggers rummage throua:h 
your dunnage.. 

Sand]/ soil, is excellent as the amount 
iiic-vitdbly tracked into yourr sleeping bag 
serves as a perfect counter-irritant 
against mosquito bites. 

High, expo.sed sites can be exhilera- 
uing.. We once knew a felxcw who grabbed 
his tent as it. took off one xv'indy night 
and was the first person to parachute over 
Forester Pass-. His record was' disallowed, 
newever, because he v/aj: not wearing 
maso 


BUILDING Y 

v^ith rocks 

fireplace 
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CUR FI RB PLaGS If yo’u are handy 
you can build your own private 
for boiling water and thingso 















(and here we remind you that water boils 
longer at high altitudes, so make allow¬ 
ances.) 

First, gather several dozen rocks, 
being certain to select ones that are 
fireproof, then wash them carefully and 
let dry in the sun. Now you are ready 
to start building. So start building! 
Stack them in layers in the shape of an 
inverted polygon, using the base of a 
tree as a back-log to lend stability to 
your structure. 

Now your fireplace is completed and 
you are ready to *’lay” your fire which 
you do by starting with small twigs, 
adding and increasing the size of the 
wood to big twigs. 

If no other means of lighting is 
availabLe, with a little practice you 
can light the fire by rubbing together, 
scout fashion, tvo wooden matches, 

SANIT ATION INFORMTION At strategic 
locations about Base Camp are spotted 
comfort stations, or, spotted "burlaps" 
in mountain-lore. 

Neatly lettered signs bearing the 
inscriptions, "Gentlemens' Smoke House", 
and, "Ladies' Waiting Room" distinguish 
the two types. Engineered with YOUR 
comfort in mind, each is equipped with 
two-passenger posture seats and complete, 
built-in air conditioning. 

If unlocatable by usual methods em¬ 
ploying the optic and olfactory organs, 
directions will be grudgingly supplied by 
the Chairman of the Sanitation Commission* 

HINTS FO R CU P US ES Though designed to 
facilitate the intake of food-stuffs, 
this versatile container is practical for 


such uses as : nocturnal denture receptacle, 
fishing-worm depository or bird bath. Two 
of these cups, when suspended by a boot¬ 
lace, form an excellent emergency brassiere. 
When meeting a stranger on the trail, 
a quick glance at the Cup on his belt will 
tell you that he, too, is a member of 
ARREIS BULC. 

HOW MEALS ARE SERVE D Breakfasts are served 
direct from the griddle on a "first come, 
first served" basis hair combed, or not* 
Heavy sleepers arriving at 11 acm, or later 
will remain hungry. 

You will assemble your own lunch from 
a vast array of hors d*oeuvres and all 
stuff like that there. Undoubtedly, on 
your first day out, you will find you have 
loaded up with twice as much as you can 
possibly eat. So let that be a lesson 
to you ,e. learn to eat twice as mucho 

Dinners are served on a "stump to stump" 
basis* You will line up, two abreast (if 
you will pardon the expression) and at the 
soundcf the starting gun march grimly a- 
head, eyes forward, plates out, stomachs 
in, gaining momentum as you proceed* Fod¬ 
der is picked up en route, like a train 
snatching mail-bags, as the stumps go 
clicking by. "All out, end of the line I 
so with your load you stagger to a nearby 
rock, settle do’-m and fall to. 

It is not within the scope of this 
manual to comment on the quality and quan¬ 
tity of food dispensed other than to repeat 
the often expressed remark, "How on earth 
do they manage to do it", which is inter¬ 
preted as being favorable, 

WH AT TO EXP EC T AT TH E NIGHTLY CAMPFIRE 
xhis featiii^e has been instituted to engross 
the campers un-^ 1 they become so drowsy 


















their sleeping bags will seem comfort¬ 
able. 

By ''bunching” the donors, it also 
expedites the feeding of the mosquitoes. 

Providing logs for the fire is a 
welcoming privilege reserved for you 
First-Basemen, 

The site of the f3re is carefully 
selected with relation to the prevailing 
breeze ... which blows the smoke in all 
directions. 

Group singinct is enjoyed by all, 
especially by the singers. The melo¬ 
dies are quite distinguishable but the 
words vary somewhat according to degrees 
of memory. But it's all in fun, and he 
who sings loudest, sings best. 

Chronological descriptions of the 
day's trips are rattled off by party 
members with the nonchalance that would 


* 


make a hike up the outside of the 
Washington Monxament seem like a mere 
stroll. Be impressed. 

Coimnissary members will render dis¬ 
sertations on the duties, the rules, 
the customs and the taboos at Base Camp, 

Nod approvingly. 

You will be exposed to speeches, plays, 
musicals, solos, skits, and novelty acts, 
presented for your enlightenment, amuse¬ 
ment, amazement and bewilderment. Remember 
the phrasei "Never look a gift-horse in 
the mouth", and applaud accordingly. 

Seating provisions will include cozy 
rocks, soft dirt and pitchy logs. By 
shifting your position slightly, a little 
to the left, a little to the right ... you 
will be comfortable in the end. 

And speaking of the end o.o this is it?, 
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SIERRA CLIMAX 
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NATURE'^S MASTERPIECE IN 


CONTRAST 


At Mull-' Pass, the Sierra Crest reaches its clin;ax 
in scenic contrasts* Nature here has built a mighty 
range of converging gray g?ranites and black volcanicso 
And thus has resulted a natural focal point fcur* millions 
of years of destructive storms* These storms persist¬ 
ing even to our day, continue, irresistably, to tear 
dovm the very mountains that give them birth — this 
interplay of forces continuing unto the end of time* 

Lightning thunderously shatters and shreds the 
summit pinnacleso Frost and snow silently sculpture the 
cliffs while glaciers ponderously quarry out the mighty 
amphitheaters* All of these culminate in tireless 
streams that dig deep into the earth to fashion dark 
canyons and gorges a 

Out of this endless conflict in building up and 
tearing dov/n his been achieved those superlative and 
spectacular features which we cherish as our heritage 
in scenic valueSo 

Such are the thoughts of every good mountaineer as 
he stands on the summit with such a scenic spectacle as 
Muir Pass at his feet and Helen Lake (frozen over) 
feeding its v/aters into the Kings River to -carve out 
a LeConte Canyon, And lest the battle cease^ a fresh 
s'upply of moisture is accumulating in the storm clouds 
hoA^ering over Mts, V/allace, Powell and Thompson;, 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrle i n 
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CLIMBERS ON SNOW AND ROCK 


During the six weeks of Base Camp 442 ascents 
were madeo Practically all of the nearby peaks 
were climbed successfullyn 

Unfortunatelyj on several occasions, the climbers 
were driven off by storms and lightning. 

The first and third pictures show a group of 
climbers on the snow below the final pinnacle of 
Charybdis, 

In the middle picture, this same group is climb¬ 
ing the narrow ar§te leading to the summit of 
Mto Huxley„ 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrlein 
Photographs #2 and #3 by Toni Gamero 
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ux?Ifi);'ITATION POINT 
(alias) 

GRAFj)M/i‘3 NUBBIN 
(Rc strictod) 


To Coj-nmandant 

Sierra Club Base Camp 

From Co Orientation Point 
Reconnaissance Detail 

Subject; Orientation Hike 

Distribution Commandant (F) 

CO Detail (5) 

Hq Sierra Club (20) 
Pentagon 'Washington 

(50) 

The obj ;ct of this bik' ’''as 
the orientation of certain of 
the personnel of the Camp as to 
the surrounding terrain, accomp¬ 
lished in th.) foliov.'ing manner; 

41 momb..rs of the Camp pers*' 
onncl, male and female, with nor¬ 
mal oouippraent (1) left base camj 
at 1400 hours PDST. Ascent was 
cross country to the sujTii’it or 
Orientation Point (10720). All 
jnembers of the party reached the 
suirenit in excellent time with no 
evidence of fatigue which might 
indicate unfitness for active 
duty. 

The following peaks (2) 
v/ore located anC oriented with 
U.S.G.3. survey and found to bo 
in their proper locations; 

Mendel 
Darwin 
Haeckel 


(There is some doubt as to Huxley and 
Piskc and they were obscured by the 
nearer side of the Hermit* 

After suitable interval for 
photographers roconnaisanco work, the 
descent v-ras made by trail to the 
cast of the ascent route and entering 
Base Camp via the McGee Lake Trail. 

All personnel returned in fit condition. 

(1) For recommended equipment for 
details of this nature see ‘the following 
publications; 

Starr’s Guide 

Leonard ■ Broiler's Going Light, etc. 

Manual of Ski Mountaineering 
Kophart, Camping and ’/oodcraft 

(2) A supplementary report of approx¬ 
imately 40 pages is being-prepared 
which will list the elevations, dis¬ 
covery data, first ascents, subsequent 
routes, etc. for each of ‘the peaks* 

Same is being teletyped to the Octogon 
Building, ITashington B*C. 

(A) Sir; May I apologize for appearing 
in mixed uniform but'the laudry has 
inadvertently returned my Eisenhower 
jacket to Gov. Stevenson and my 
fatigue pants to Gen. Eisenhower. 

itugust 6, 1952 

Forty-one of us took off for 
McGee Lakes at nine o’clock in sunny- 
cloudy weather with a soj^’t of threat 
of rain. It sprinkled, but not enough 
for rain gear. j 


Spencer Wallace 

McGee Goddard 

Black Giant Emerald Peak 
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Sd Brcitwicscr was c^^r most ablo 
Icaaor. (ho was tops) sensitive to 
the capacity and gait of the first 
has..-men and others and alv'ays 
thoughtful* considerate and inform¬ 
ative. (That's the kind of lG„ider — 
ship v/o like. Ed.) 

'do sauntered up a steop iitch 
which eventually levelled off into 
a grassy incadox’', boggy in spots. 

We scrambled over the- granite hifh 
above camp and then around "Tie 
Hermit;'* viewed from the rear 
The Hermit was a changed individu.al- 
as was Darwin, which broixght ip the 
question, was it or was ic not 
Darw'in? It was. 

After a final scramble, wo got. 
a view of the first bcau|biful, quiet 
McGee Lake and then later cno;her 
surrounded with tovforing mountains 
and patches of snov/. The men took 
the high lake and the women th.:) 
lov;er one - purposes swimming. 

The idea struck us as wonderfil 
after a tough-climb - but only two 
men and one couple succumbed - 
(one with a thermometer around l.er 
neck.) They claimed it was 
wonderfully invogorating (oAH-birr) 
but no one else Y\?as tempted. 

Lunch and a fire, billy-can of 
hot water, tea, chocolate and a 
couple hours’ rest and reconnoitering 
- ample time for photography, 
wild flowers and a short side trip 
to McGee Glacier with terminal 
moraines in front. The glaci )r 
appeared to have a "sits" mark down 
the middle ’which ended abruptly. 

¥ild flowers wore abundant - 
heather everywhere, marsh marigold 


and beautiful, big, blue (I Ed. They 
aren't blueI) shooting stars gave an 
abundance of color. Three clximps of 
’."hito, blue and yellow columbine; 
Lcv/lsia, purpl. gentians. Sierra rein- 
orchis to name a few, 

\¥e sa'.' t’vo birds, the Clark 
crow or Clark nutcracker and purple 
finch - and heard a number of others 
vho scolded as v?c passed. 

Trees wore limited generally to 
the Lodgepole pine, white bark pine 
and one - and only one - cluster of 
mountain hemlock. 

No trip is a success ’.vife’out its 
incidents. We had a few - such as 
v/hen old timers - you know, the 
sure footed ones - and "now timers" 
fall in the creek at precarious 
crossings, or sliding down mud bankd 
in the boggy meadows, 'Ye m t 3 
starved Base Campers who somehow had > 
gotten separated from their lunches./ 

A collection of this and that from • 
the big group tided them over, 

h’c literally tore ourselves 
av/ay at 1;30 and reached camp around 
3;30 - an estimated 10 mile hike 
which seemed more like 6 or 7. 

This was one o,f the best "reas- 
o.nably easy" but interesting hikes. 

It could well serve as an excellent 
conditioner in anticipation of more 
difficult ones. Th.oy might be sche¬ 
duled earlier in the 2 week Base C® mp 
cycle. 


Albertcna H. Leo 
Amy Deetcr 
Madeline Sheridon 
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YES---.^ THIS ALPINE SCENE 


IS IN THE HEART OF CALIFORNIA 


Ask your friends, mountaineers or otherwise, if 
they can guess in v/hich country this scene is laid* 
Switzerland? Canadian Rockies or Alaska? They’ll 
never guess and you can win a bet less than a 
score of human eyes have ever seen this unparalleled 
panorama, 

Look closely at the center near the lower edge® 

Yes, it’s the Muir Pass shelter* That-s Cliarybdis 
(the hidden and rarely seen mountain) rising imme¬ 
diately above -- poking its needle-like summit 
through the notch between 12,SlS (on the left) and 
13,010 (on the right)* The dark range on the left 
IS the Black Divide and that on the right is Scylla 
and the Ragged Spur* Breaking through the clouds 
you can catch a glimpse of the Monarch Divide® 

This picture was taken from the summit of 13,321, 
climbed by only three parties prior to this year* 


Photograph by Carl Miller 
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Some called it 

“ TBS SLACK CATIEDH.i L OF THP. SIGRRA " 

/ us it proved 

"IIA^Ufei«S tlGIITrlim UOD IH THli SLI-iPiA^ 

/ 

and as reoor'ied by Peter Bavg-a 



For sor.ic Case CanrxrSj this -.te-s a year 
cf rjuch saotv '.ith nev: and arctic cx«* 
iTcricnccSo Others had the problon of 
Iiigh fa ter, 'd'h turb'-Oent streams to be 
fordedj or dally rainstorms bliat drenched 
their food^ dunna ge a nd eersons *>« a nd 
provided a t’ood a libl for poor fishinrj, 

Still others a nd that included most of 
us griped about the mosquitees «>“ otir 
ever*'pi'c sc nt Be sis ,' 

But for one Sinall group there nas one 
placable antagonist "■“> the hazei'd of, high 
mouzi'taiii stoi'ns v;hioh dogged their st^ps 
and drove them, off the orahs a t most 
cp\x>rtunc timeso \ 

It is al’. ays a thrlllliig experience to be 
up on a high nountai;! nhen lightning is 
piayliig among '.he clouds a bout you ««» '..dth 
t’le ’:;lnd tearing a t you^, the reeks Txiszlng 
and crackling, the S 3 )e 2 *ks Jumpi.ng from your . 
I'iUir and finfjer tips, the li(;htnlng blinds* 

ItiQ you and the roar of thunder reverbf,inat'« .,..^ 
iiig 5,n the canyons -xJlofc 

y. eSj. it can bo the a dvcnt;irc of a life® 
tincj but ui:d‘ortunatcly it can alsoj, a 'id 
most probably r/iJ.1 be yoiu* one and only ®« 
a nd an^'-'bc yoiu* last adventure of this 
Xlfeti.rjeo 


■ieinbers of tho Club have liad sonic unfortunate 
and oven fatal oxocricncco rith ligirbeningo 
This in one thing you just can*t talcc a cliancc 
;dtha It strikes suddenly, and once is enough^ 

You can^t rely 021 trees or overhariging i'oeks 
for protection, / 

Ifeny fine climbs have been tout short by light» 
niiigj jiist short of the summits I‘'ll ad-tit it^^s 
hard to turn Ixxck '. 7 ith success so close at hand, 
but it is far ’.;iscr to IKXL' achieve a goal than 
never to climb again^ 

It is a ’dse leader T;ho knor'S vdxn to rev^'se 
the signals and chaiT,ge a d.'sasti-xous victory into 
a glorious dcfcabo \ 

\ 

lio rTcrtnni.ain is that innortaatj no cl.i.rib that es» 
sential, tlxit v;c should endanger a life in reach--- 
ini'; 'he cun .lit.- These .rountains rill be here for 
a long tdnoj, and there arc olenty more onportu.nl'"' 
tics to cliiib thorio ' 


In the follo’.dng artielCj, Peter ka'/cd, gives un - 
ana ccount of four days of climbing ai'.ound Muir 
Pass fh 5 :Ic lightning s', orms nlayod tag v.-ith the 
rrcup- -^P tuck each day bu.t v/c^^ll 

iea ve it to Peter to tell you the story in Iiio 
ov/n matter of fact '.myo 
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HSLL=.?Oix-SUIS VS GaU-iYBDIS 
Peter Raven 

At 5.3C a,"!,, Oliver*s gentle voice 
roused us: "Get upi The •leather’s find 
We*11 never make Hell-for-Siire lying here,” 

He must have had his fingers crossed rrhen 
prognostics ting the Treather, 

The five PhDs selected for Hell-for-Sure 
and Red ffountain Basin uere: Toni Gamero, 
Oliver Kehrlein, Peter Raven, George ualler- 
stcin and John i«illiaras. Undaunted by. the 
storms of the previt;us days, ■-’e set out® 

We should have knoTin better. Je disdained 
u&iiig the trail regularly travelled by the 
Great-great-grandmothers — and ra’jles— to 
McGee Lakes and scrambled up over the granite 
slopes, through the dripping forests and list¬ 
ening to the chickadees, singing as they for¬ 
aged for breakfast in the tree tops* 

3^ac2< ciouds slomly gathered, but no one 
noticed them— or seemed to vrant to. By 
the time '.e reached the lo’^er MicGce Lake, 
the clouds “sre rolling up in dark banks, 

With one eye on the gathering storm and 
the other on aii occasional blue spot, r/e 
'.-orked our vv-ay up from, one terraced lake 
to t^x next, stopoing to snan pictures, 
botanize— and blor:. 

At one point, a violent gust of '?ind bleu 
the skies clear— only partially— and temp¬ 
orarily. It -cas but a snare and a delusion 
?or '/hen the clouds returned, they rapidly 
filled the s!^y uith thu.ndcrheads— fleecy 
nhitc thu:x'erh8ads mushrooming all arou-nd 
the horizon, 

Fxzrthcr uncertainty confr'ontcd us as r»e 
dove into the clouds near the crest above 
the lakes.e rrhlch col v;ould lead us over 
+0 Davis Lakes? About that time, the mis' 


turned to drizzle, and the drizzle to rain. 

And it certainly did rain, hail and snow. 

Of these there was no xmcertainty, 

iTlien we finally did get to a notch in the 
Crest and looked over, we found, to our 
great astonishment, Wanda Lake, instead 
of the Davis Lakes, This was all very nice, 
but nevertheless contrary to schedule, and 
very discomforting. Far beyond, in a great 
U-shaped pass of gray granite, covered with 
contrasting white snov;, lay (the plot ’thickens) 
Muir Hut, plainly silhouetted against the 
snow and black cliffs of the beautifully 
carved Black Giant, By this time we were 
thoroughly soaked by the driving sleet and 
the VC ospect of finding a ^vet rock to sleep 
on somewhere near Davis Lake, did not appeal 
•bo any of us. So Oliver’s suggestion that 
we go 'to Muir Hut and get dry , and do ■ some 
climbing fream there was immediately agreed 
to, and we fairly skipped do\vn towards Wanda 
Lake. 

Even though we skipped, we were .surp*ized 
what a long time it took to skip o'ver svm- 
pits and snow blades two and three feet 
high. However v/e finally arrived at the 
Pass and shelter, and pulled inside where 
we found the storm trickling through the 
roof. We didn't take too many pains with 
the meal that nightc Just threw everything 
into one of 'iio omni-present billy-cans and 
ate. Our decision to cook Mulligft.ns in a 
billy-can was considerably strengthened 
by the fact that we had no frying pan, 

Ano .her reason \Kh.y we had all agreed so 
readily -to O.K.’s suggestion of climbing 
the peaks behind the hut was, so that v/e 
could get a glimpse of the famous Enchanted 
Gorge, the Ionian Basin, and of Scylla and 


165 













CHARYBDIS 


The next morning when we a7roke, the sun yras 
shining brightly with no sign of rain. Our 
initlS. route followed up the snow south 
of the hut and to a pass between Peaks 
12,818 and 13>Ol6. From there we took on 
the rather easy Peak 12,818, To our sur¬ 
prise tie found no cairn or register on 
the top. This vjas unusual because the 
peak is very easy to reach from Muir Hut, 
and in addition, the Climber's Gxiide 
listed the names of the climbers who 
had made the first ascent. This mystery 
still remains vinsolved, 

Vife were well repayed for our vrorkout. 

From its summit we were treated to a 
scene which actually v/as "out of this 
world"I The Ionian Basin, snow filled 
and expansive could have been an arctic, 
contrasting vri.th the sinuous curves of 
the upper Enchanted Gorge and Disappear¬ 
ing Creek v/hose black vertical T/alls 
vrere truly Stygian. To crown the scene, 
the black Guardians of the Enchanted 
Gorge, Scylla and Charybdis, like dark 
spirey Cathedrals v/ere etched against 
the thunderheads and snow. Our breath 
was completely taken by all this glory 
and we failed to notice that the storm 
was swiftly approaching. 

From the summit, Oliver led us dcwm the 
Pass and immediately we started up the 
North face of Peak 13,016, Here we 
found more than we bargained for, and a 
real rugged time was had by all on its 
sheer granite slabs. As we neared the 
summit, the clouds closed in on us with 
driving wind and half-solidified snow 
called Granpel. OK's ice-axe began to 


hiss, the smell of ozone filled the air, and the 
storm hit in all its fury, V/e were in a danger- 
out mess, Vfe retreated under an overhanging 
rock, not 100 yards from the top, among 
beautiful gardens of the Sierra Primrose, 

The blooms of that hearty mountaineer seemed 
to give us strength, high up there in the 
storm and sleet. Finally, v/et cind shivery, 

Tdien for a moment the thunder and lightning 
subsided, tie made a dash for the top. 

After viewing the comprehensive panarama from 
the svimmit, we descended via the south face 
and returned to the Muir Shelter by the way 
of the east col, 

VJhile eating dinner, Carl Miller dropped in 
and joined us for our climb of Charybdis - 
on the raorroTf, 

The next day, bright and early, with the skies 
foreboding no ill, we crossed hours and hours 
of huirmocky snovf to the Black Giant Col, 

Here we were presented vdth a new and spectacu¬ 
lar view of the east face of Charybdis, From 
there we studied ttie various routes to the sum¬ 
mit and chose the "more interesting" one up the 
north face and buttress as the only one worthy 
of such a fine peak. 

To reach the base of the north face, we traversed 
the col and steep snow fields to the Ionian 
Basin. We then crossed the arctic basin of the 
mountain, tihere the snow steepened against the 
summit cliffs. As we stopped for frequent blows, 
we obtained new and thrilling views of 
Charybdis. So far tie had consumed five and 
one half hours of our precious climbing time 
and storm clouds were beginning to gather. 

There were several routes visible, but none 








of the rock routes seemed practical for a 
party of our size. We were forced to follow 
up a narrow crack in the cliffs, filled 
with hard packed snow, cutting our steps 
for about l^OO feet. This crack, we later 
fotind, was at the angle of 76 degrees — 
steepl We were all roped in, but a slip 
would have meant a sudden drop to the 
bottom* 

Upon reaching the top, we signed the regis¬ 
ter, noting we had made the sixth ascent. 

As we gazed dovm into the sinuous depths 
of the enchanted Gorge, the storm struck 
violently. Thunder sounded in the distance 
and the sunsnit rocks began to buzz. 

We were on top of a metallic mountain, vrell 
isolated from all others in the midst of 
an electric storm — in short, an excellent 
place - not to beJ With our lunch un¬ 
touched, we got off the svurmit as quickly 
as our hazardous route would permit. For 
about an hour we worked our vmy dovm over 
the wet rock and slippery snow and final¬ 
ly back to safety, alivays watching at 
every turn for a secure haven. 

As we approached Mtiir Pass, we looked 
for Cliff's party, supposedly coming 
up fran Colby Meadows that day, - some 
to stay at the Hut overnight, some to 
explore the Ionian Basin. IThen we ar¬ 
rived at the slope just above the Hut, 
they poured over the brow of the Pass 
toward the shelter. 

Snug in the hut, we found that dinner 
that night was a more festive affair 
than usual, v/ith twenty-five hardy souls ' 
dodging each other rdthin the littered 
confines of the small hut. And of course. 


those of us who had been tJxere for tvro 
nights chose to sleep out under the frigid 
stars to make room for the new arrivals... 
BRERRRl 

The next day we hiked back to Colby Meadows 
climbing Mt. Huxley on the way. Fortunately 
we had made an early start and climbed 
steadily as the storm struck just after we 
had gotten off the Peak, vrhich v;as hit by 
three consecutive bolts of lightning. 

Although we didn't reach our objective, HELL- 
FOR-SURE Pass, and thus acJhieve a technical 
success, I think the trip proved that only a 
real mountaineer can pull success out of a 
trip that would have been "Hell-For-Sure". 

Although Oliver was unable to carry back to 
camp our climbing rope as a symbol of mountain¬ 
eering success, T/e can all say that Oliver 
did give us one of the most successful and 
thrilling trips of our lives. 
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CHARYBDX3 


BLACK CATHEDRAL C-P THE SIERRA 

Hidden from human eyes by a granite cui’tain of snow^streaked poakUp, 
solitary Ghar; 7 bdis stands a dark spkra of ancient- rook a for^ 
bidding guardian to the Enchanted Gorge an irresistable lure to 
climbers -- and^ for geologic ageSy a natural, lightning rod for 
eveiy passing storm-o 

The accompanying photograph graphically exposes the four great 
geologic periods during which this spectacular mountain was bui.lt o 

lo In the mid^background, rounded and partially covered with 
sno^v, lie the ancient layers of paleoaoic .mota-sed.linentaries which 
ivere deposited some 300^000,000 years agOo 

2c On the north face of the mountain the flying buttress and 
its pinnacles are made up of metamorphosed marine sediments and the 
earlier volcariics deposj.tad during the Ti-iassic P8r.i.odc These lay. 
compacting, at the bottom of the sea for further millions of yearso 

3o Later, during the raid-Jurassic, che Ancestral gierra was 
formed, and during that revolutionary time, thousands of feet of 
lava flowed from the Godda\'d Volcano to spread cut ever the older 
deposits 0 Those are the basaltic rocks forming the summit of 
Charybdis and its ridge behindo Then ca.me the great period of up¬ 
heavals All of the layers were crumbled and bent in gigantic ver¬ 
tical folds much higher than the present summit would indieateo 
These vertical strata can be clearly vseen on the wesi: face of the 
mouxitairio 

4o Shortly thereafter, (geological.iy speaking) the molten granites 
forced their way out of the earth to further raise the older formations 
into the sky^ These granites can be seen .in the inmiediate foregreundo 

During t.hese remote ages, the destin-ictlve forces of erosion removed 
the upper curved ends and cut dow^n the length of the folds, reducing 
them to fluted cliffs and shattered shaftso Each layer and formation 
presents millions of years of history for the geologist to decipher — 
and for the .mountaineer, another d.i, 5 ^^ficuit pitch to overcomeo 

Photograph by James llacBride 
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SGILLA 


CKARIBDIS 


& 

^■'Theso silent guardians cast foreboding 
shadov/s of i\;hat was to come latero o o,,»o 

We avoided the precipitous walls of Charjbdis and 
circled lower and lower over the ice and snow of 
the Ionian Basino Scylia rose graceful and alluring, 
its man}'- heads pointing the v/ay into the Enchanted 

Bpt we were to gain later a different aspect of 
t|iis mythical monster, with its sheer cliffs 
dropping off thousands of feet into the dark canyon 
belowc 


Photograph bj/- Oliver Kehrlein 
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SUCCESSION IN LIFE CYCLES and RE DUCING IN ONE EASY LESSON 

by - BETTY HOUSTON . - 


Cm tain Curtain time'. The "old timers" (ex¬ 

perienced Base Canniers) hurry to their select seats 
cn plush logs and rocks and what~have-you« Two 

rearing fires at either side of the stage brilliant¬ 
ly light the theatre, and the stars above compote 
with the flames to add to the gala occasion. The 
neophyte campers are about to offer their artistic 
talents to please their peers. The overture begins, 
the curtains part for - 

ACT I‘ 

The play opens with the resonant voice of Bart 
^Perry, followed by Amy Deeter, telling the story of 
Evolution Valley, as it is pantomimed before us. We 
see glaciers form and recede; lichen and mosses 
come to color the locks and boulders, and grasses 
add to the beauty of the scene. Snow then blankets 
the earth, and with sxjmmer's warmth changes to rush¬ 
ing cascades, Lodgepole pines come into the area, 
also Jeffrey and Whitebark pine and Juniper; this 
is the forest that now shelters the Sierra Club 
Ease Camp in Colby Meadow, 


John l^ir, recognizing the need for preservation 
of mountains and •f6rest%‘is instrumental in form¬ 
ing the Sierra Club in 1892, 

Through Muir's influence the U. S„ Government be¬ 
gan to create National Parks and Forests, Lovers 
of the outdoors joined the Sierra Club, and in 
time the first High Trips were organized .... and 
eventually Base Camps, with this one established 
in Evolution Valley. 

As the voice of the narrator fades, the curtains 
are drawn to close Act I of the First Basemen's 
Show, 


Behind stage were the creative efforts of Mary Bur¬ 
ton, Amy Deeter and Rose Lewis, writers of the 
script; Leona Finalle who copied the script; 
Sharon and Calvin Collins, who gathered the props; 
and for music, Helen Blasdell with her recorder, 
Bob Houston with his flute, and Laura White with 
her accordian. 


The scenes move across the granit^^ stage as the 
story continues I Before we campers came there was 
a procession of other peoples in this lovely land. 
As the narrator tolls us of the Indians,- we watch 
an aboriginal dance We see prospectors digging 
for gold, and finding relaxation in squs^e-danoing 
with their womenfolk, Sheepherders with their 
flocks are introduced, always searching for virgin 
meadows 9 Woodsmen come to tumble the giants of the 
forest, leaving behind barren, devastated areas. 


Players included Norman Dole, Dorothy Dole, Eli¬ 
nor Burton, Sunny Ifers, Peggy White, Ralph Sim¬ 
mons, Cora Lund, Barbara Lund, Nancy L\and, "Doc" 
Isaacson, Joe Isaacson, Bill Thomas, Don Robinson, 
Peter Belmont, Anne Reimers, A1 Burton, Bob Cassel, 
Cal Collins, Bernice Ludwig,' Blariche Miller, Wini¬ 
fred Thomas, Dorotha Ittles, Roscoe Poland^ Karia 
Lcsche, Ginny Wallace, John Belmont, Charles Mors, 
Judd Boynton* Bart Perry assisted as the drummer 
and gave an Indian chant* 


172 






















The imisic included an Introductoiy theme from 
"Finlandia", "The Weggis Song" for the shcephord- 
ers’ scene, and "0 h, Susannahl" for the prospec¬ 
tors' square dance. 

But wait'. The Show isn't over 

ACT II 

Here comes a greenhorn First Baser (played ty 
Pauline Smith; dragging her duffel bag. She has 
the nerve to tell Cliff Yotmgquist (played by 
Oswe Ltind) that she didn' t come here to Base Camp 
to see the beautiful scenery, nor to meet wonder¬ 
ful people, nor to eat Ned's super food. No sireel 
She came for one thing only •••• to get in propor¬ 
tion, Yes sir'. She wants to be in proportion be¬ 
fore these two weeks are over. With that pronounce¬ 
ment she digs to the bottom of her duffel bag and 
produces a tape measure. Alack and alas - her hips 
measure the same as before she started on the two- 
day trek in. 

She inveigles other women in camp to join in a vig¬ 
orous hiking routine. During this pantomimed scene 
the chorus sings: 

"We've got to hike to lose a po\ind. 

Because we've foun d that we're still round," 

But becoming fatigued from their strenuous exercise 
they come to the conclusion: 

"Oh, you can't climb a peak 
Unless y)u oat. 

For you'll fall down 
Right on your seat." 
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At this point Nod Thompson, the cook, (played ly 
Bob Franzblau) shouts in his blatant voice: 

"Servers, chickee—pail, COME AND GET ITI" The 
women who had been worrying about their figures 
forgot their purposeful activity,filled up their 
plates with huge servings, and devoured them with 
gusto. 

The chorus complains: 

"Oh, we can't lose weight 
When Ned's the cook. 

It is OXU7 fate 
This rotund look," 

And of the audience they ask the solution of 
their problem: 

"Oh, what is left 
To solve our plight? 

With all this heft 
We look a fright," 

Inspiration comes to them: 

"In books they say 
To look like a dream 
Just wend your way 
To a bath of steam," 

Fanny, the greenhorn First Baseman,is appointed 
to ask Cliff to furnish a steam bath for the wom¬ 
en of the camp. He calls in his staff for con¬ 
sultation, The decision is "NOl" - because, 

they explain, she is but one woman of the camp, 
and they must think in terms of all the women. 






good reason, form an importanb 
part of the food of fish and birds. 

Yifhilo Peter was doscribinj 
to us some of the 52 kinds of oirds 
found in 'Svolution Valley, a 
Cassin’s purple finch flow down 
and started feeding in sight of 
the whole group. Later, a larje 
hawk soared in circles overhead, 
and a mountain chickadee repeated 
his clear three-note call. ThD 
birds vary in size, from the golden 
eagle (a pair of which had been 
seen by a hiking group th'^ procee¬ 
ding day) to the tiny calliope 
hummingbird, mfehb smallest of Sierra 
birds. Peter mention'd that t.io 
hummingbird moth is frequently 
raistaki.d for a hummingbird, which 
it closely resembles. 

Wo learned how to recognize 
some of the mammals which inhabit 
the valley and whore to look for 
them. Besides the more comirion 
animals, such as the mule deer. 
Bolding*s ground squirrel, chip¬ 
munk, cony, and marmot, Peter 
described loss frequently seen 
animals, •including the mountain 
coyote, pine marten, mink, and 
fisher. 

During the walk Peter ident¬ 
ified the several kindsof tree 3 
grow'in,g in Evolution Valley an I 
many of the ivildflowcrs which 
had scon on our way from. Ploronco 
Lake and growing in profusion in 
and around Colby Moadovrs. 

kt the conclusion of the 
nature walk ■'wo all felt much more 
at homo in our new surroundings. 
Also it gave us a feeling of sup¬ 
erior intelligence in being able 


to indcn.ify for our less well 
informed neighbors each qu^or 
little animal or pretty bird song. 
Our thanks to Potcr. 


Charles Mors 
McGee Lakes 
Friday, i.ugust 8 

T'wclvo of us grandmothers and 
pseudo grandmothc.rs lead by Bill 
Wallace set off for the McGee Lakes 
at a snappy pace and had soon 
surmounted the dusty .rising trail. 
The trail levelled off in the lush 
and. beautiful meadow/s where, between 
puddle jumps vie examined the lovely 
flov?crs and heavy turf made possible 
by those very w.'atc.rs that kept 
us hopping. We could contrast this 
mcado\^' •w'ith our own at Colby and 
realize the truth of Peter Raven’s 
story about the effects of grazing. 

We swung about and uphill over 
0 comparatively stoc,p trail that 
followed small streams and springs 
at intervals, and'provided r 
wondrous onion patch at one point, 
so r.:dolcnt, t'-^at wo w re at once 
rcmind(;d of Ned’s onion soupl 

Soon v'o sighted the first lake 
and dropped quickly d.o\irn to its 
v- lvet edged margin, gro n and 
beautiful with flowvors. ’¥0 scanned 
polyv;ogs in all 3tagv:;s of incipient 
frogdom but pushed on as explorers 
arc wont to do. Soon we .met a paifcy 
of our friends fishing and hc;rc 
Mimi Burton v,/as dcfl>:,ctod. Then 
as V'/o circled around, a 3rd lake. 

Bill Evans’ party^(headed for 




Sapphire Lake) was sighted on. the 
hillside to our left. Kc had Ido 
his party tho herd way to reach a 
level just above our ov'n, which he 
maintained as be headed his pa:*ty 
around through the col to the l;ft 
of the lakohead. Here Elizabeth 
Smith left us to share tho other 
party’s grcat.^r glory, and so no 
were tenl 

Our loader and two of our 
girls wero challenged by the rough 
hoadwall to the right of Bill Evans 
route. T\to snow fields and so ne 
stable looking boulders separitcd 
us from a jagged and sharp crest 
that promised a good viov;. So 
the party divided, some resting on 
the rocks and tho rest rock¬ 
scrambling until the climbing 
became tougher than we had bargained 
for. Our loader, Margaret Davey 
and Jean Selfridge mounted the crest 
to find another lake. Another 
crest was reached by Roscoe and 
l¥ilma Poland, V/c found one lake 
that was cool end rather insig¬ 
nificant so they mounted to the 
next ledge and there foi^nd an 
extraordinary granito-gasjined 
lake where a groat granite landing 
stage socraod to have been scvv.red 
by two groat cleavages straight 
across the ramp which sc mod sul'- 
morged by this cosmic catastroplo. 

H'o lunched here and d..cidcd that 
the 60 degree slab rbovv. us l.ea( , 
in all probability, only to another 
lodgp. Poland tried and verified 
this, so w'O headed down, picked up 
our spe^nting friends and set off for 
hom^ in two groups of f5”c each - 
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one faster and tho other more 
leisurely. The real event of tho 
return wasour noble leader’s header 
down the hillside via the onion 
patch. Ho wont head dov^n so grace¬ 
fully through trusting too much. 

EVOLUTION LJfE 
*4Ugust 8 

34 Base Campers made a. leisurely 
climb up tho beautiful Darwin Crock 
to .Evolution Lake.. Fere the party 
brolcc up into small units tor 
si'dmming, loafing, fishing, and 
further travel to Sapphire. Several 
fish wore caught hj various members 
of the party. 

2S30 all m mbors of the party 
reassembled and made their way home 
in small partie s, with time out for 
pictures end enjoyment of flora i.nd 
fauna. Last members back in camp at 
4:45. 

3dV'/ a r d Br c i t w i • j s c r 
Leader 

EV0I,UTI6N HxKK 
Return via Cascade 
Pauline Smith - '"d Br.;it'i’io sor .■ . 

Left Camp 10:1'^ via Muir Trail. 
Leisurely trie observing many flower 
gard ns. iirrivcd at ^Evolution Lake 
11:45. Built fire and served tea for 
scrvoral fishermen. Descent by way 
of Cascfdos, photos of v'atcrwh .':l 
and cascades. Crossed r.mphitbcatr 
north of Evolution Creek on many very 
well arranged granite steps and 
terraces. In the cente r of tho 
amphitheatre., completely isolated 
we found two logopolp pines, 
estimated 40 years old with a comploto 











With this, the chorus chnnts "Not one - no, no, hut 
all of usI" Harriet Ifors continues in Gilbert and 
Sullivan style: 

"VJe hope that they will see our view 
’Tis plain to see that we're not thru. 

For here we stand with evidence 
That a steam bath is Providence. 

Oh yes, oh yes, oh yes, oh yes, 

A steam bath is Providencei" 


The steam bath becomes a reality in Scone IV: 
Cliff is in charge of its operation. One by one 
■Uio girls take their turn for the beauty treatment. 
Over the granite rocks and through the audience 
now comes an Indian squaw. She has heard of this 
new aid for plump women, and asks Cliff for an op¬ 
portunity to receive the treatment. After Cliff 
admits her to the bath women come from every direc¬ 
tion, asking Cliff for advice and aid. He is much 
too busy to watch the timing of the steam treat¬ 
ment, Suddenly he remembers the Indian woman, but 
when he opens the door to release her ..,, she has 
Shrunk to the si*e of Nod Thompson's four-year-old 
daughter', (who emerges from the bath in ireplica of 
the Indian squaw), 


Curtain 




The continuity,included a clover original song 
and dance by Margery Levy and I.ouiso V/cidberg. 


Other players who have not previously been men¬ 
tioned wore Cliff Hoimbuchor, Bob Cassol, Dutch 
Leschke, Charles Jfors, Lorraine White, Nancy 
Lund, Elinor Burton, Priscilla V/hito, Marilyn 
Burton, Barbara Lund, Cora Lund, Dorotha Milos, 
Gertrude Grey, Helen Me Konzio, Harriot Perry, 
Carol Levengor, Trudj/ Franzblau. (To any who 
wore ii the Show and whoso names have escaped 
us - APOLOGIES') 

Assistance off-stage was given b''^ Janet Simmons, 
Charlotte Leschke, Mary King, Leone Finalle, 
Wilma Poland, and Kara Whitchcr, 

The script was prepared by Betty Houston, Trudy 
Franzblau, and Oswe Lvmd, Trudy was also in 
charge of the music for Act II, 


All First Basors wish to express appreciation 
to Janet SiTnmons for so ably taking charge of 
our meetings foriorganizing the Show, 


I 









GLiCIER DIVIDE 


.iUg. b, 1952 

Ono of thl first cxpcclitions 
for this Base Cemp period v'as the 
ascent to Glacier Divide and the 
climb Of Conglomeration Peak. i»s 
a tune-up for some, of'the more 
rxiggcd trips to com , this trip 
vas inddod rugged as a starter* 
Fo’/^ev-r, there r^icro superb views 
of HuDiphrey Basin, Mt. Humphreys, 
. Mt. Tom, pour Gahl: s, tlr surr¬ 
ounding cdtintry to the cast and 
noth, and in addition, a.glimpse 
of ’'“hito Mountain across. Owens 
Vall'.y, To th. north also wo 
could see dim views of Mt. Rittei 
and Banner Pk.^ to the south, 
viev's.of Mt. Goddard und the 
Goddard Divide. Directly below 
Glaci r Divide, the lakes were 
still completely frozen over. 

57 ambitious hikers at 3 
o'clock started, 12 vi/cnt fishing 
and th.'n thwro were 45. 45 brave 

hik;rs to the ‘riego were b nt, 

8 truned bac?c anc then thcro 'Worc 
37. Of 37 rv;mi ining hikers, 10 
remain'-d to sun. 27 go^d bikers 
to the summit arrived, there to 
be: glad they had survived. 

For those not familiar -’^ith 
it, the climb to 11106 Lake ^^as 
through many ^recn moedo^'s full 
of flowers. But on the slopes 
above the lak' , flov/crs were 
scarce. Hov'cvcr, the blue 
polomonium wa? in »jvidcncc and 
was frcaucntly snd adOQuatoly 

photographed .4 Ihosc bf course 
«re never seen by ordinary 


people-only by those ^’ho climb 
15,000 feet and ovrr. 

Footnotes: T^^'^o eagles were 

seen circling above - ob for the 
ease v’ith which they climb. 

Our thanks to our leaders, 
Peter Priedrichsen and Cliff Young- 
quist, for an cnjoyabl. and reward¬ 
ing trip. ’ 


Kenneth Rich 

F.iTURE 

Thursday, August 7 


On Thursday raowning, Peter Raven 
conducted the first nature walk of ^ 
the Third Base Camp, iis a preface 
to the nature walk, Howard Stagmr, 
park naturalist of Kings Canyon 
National Park, and a visitor-in 
camp, gave an histories 1 dcscriptJion 
of the glaciology of the area. It 
was'C.n illustrated l .ctur of the most 
effective type since the group v/as 
seated on a large granite rock near 
Evolution Creek vdth a fine view- of 
the results iof the glaclirs* handwork. 

Following Mr. Stagner’s talk, 
Peter Raven Ird the group across the 
log bridge above camp and into the 
meadow' on the other side* Th-.rc, 

Pet^r shared with us his amazing 
knowledge of the plants,! insects, 
birds and mammals to be .found in 
Evolution Valley, and o|t the part 
each plays in maintaining the bal¬ 
ance of nature. 

Peter illustrated his talk 
about insects and .their.activities 
v'itb mounted specimens.''j Wo learned, 
for example, that the m^spuitos, 
for whose existence we had. found no 














plant cyclo, from lichoi^s to 
goosoborry bush .a. Port ’.voy 
down r. largo doo surprised us 
and after munching a clum . of 
paint brush cc Iraly mf dc her way 
Qov^n tov/ard the crook. "^g 
follov'cd her tracks for a Ion ; 
distance till we lost them on ttc 
granite. Beautiful parks along 
the cro k. T)ao log bridge ov )r 
Darwin Cre^k resulted in one /ot 
foot. Located an ideal swimming 
area with oquiot pool and severe 1 
acres of granite slabs lust a)o\o 
McGee Creek junction. Good trajl 
ell along crook to junction witt 
Muir trail. Smell of chicken 
cooking roa.chod all -the v/ay t^ the 
log bridge and hurried us in. 

24 hours down. 

TO f-T-fTDBL GL..CITR 
.-ugust 10 

Leador? Bill Bvans Dorothy Dole 
Bd 3r'itwi.:, sor Norman Dole 
Irene Charnock Connie Men7.ios 

Deft Base Camp 8:30 a.m. 
Diagonally up th : hill w^st of 
Darwin Creek to Darrin B:-nch. 

Paint suggestions of a duch trail 
Id across the vast picturosqao 
Dar\'’in Bench rith innum.orable 
lakes, ponds end streams, will 
flovrcrs galore. Truly a wonder¬ 
land. ..ftcr crossing the outlet 
stream from Dar^win Lakes we con¬ 
tinued upward to corns, out on the 
shore of th', lov> '.;St Dara in La^kc. 
.^round this on the NS side and 
across thcimoram, at the foot of 
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th"- second lak-”. Than we started 
climbing up the rock slide of tbo 
SS sid', then across the; old moraine 
several snow fields ■"'ith some wot 
fannies. Finally u^' the last 
moraine to tho base of tbo Mendel 
Glacier. Hundreds of polcmonium in 
various stages of growth rewarded 
our efforts. 

-iftor lunch at the base of the 
glacier ea- slid down the long snow 
field almost to the, lake level, 
saving much Wvearisome boulder 
scrambling. More wot fannies. 

Thve trip around th.e ihrcc lakes to 
the outlet involv d more boulders 
and snow, bringing us back to tho 
outlet. R.eturned by similar route 
across Darwin Bench and down gran¬ 
ite Iv'dg.es to Muir trail just above 
tb'" log bfidge. Our , leader g.avc us 
expert guidance in rock climbing 
and in ic- end snow work, and v’c 
soon learned '^hat wond' rful time 
sc.v‘-'>s there can be. ; 

Edward Brcitwicscr 
Report c r 

MCGTE 

by Helen McKenzie, Carol Levison 
rnd Laura ''hitc. 

-ifter brorkf'"st, under th'O 
leadersbi ; of Sultan Judd Boynton, 
a dozvon or mor - Base Camp beauties, 
preselected for sore feet and weary 
bac^rs, wended their vk.j in search 
of tho Lake of Eternal ’Harm.th, 
re utod to bo in the McGee Lake aie a. 

Prom the beginning, wo dis¬ 
covered we had a grept loader - one 














who tended, his flock ^.'dth conjuin- 
matc caro. Not only did no por- 
sonclly run hack for stragglers, 
but he oven sc nt a horse ahead 
for the 'Mhippots. One that little 
band had puffed up the. first hill 
and successfully soueczed tfiaough 
and under the gate, he lenov./ ho 
hr.d reached the greatest hazard 
- thvj water. But ah - gently ano 
firmly, our loacor held each 
wavering hand and guided each 
waV'.'.ring foot j-cross the slippery 
gurggling brook a.nd not a lass 
fell in. Ihen he led us safely 
through the trerherous land of 
ferocious raosqultos end sto ichy 
sulphur pots. In spite of his 
gentle hand, two of the mor ) 
unruly of his flock strayed 
Ovway c.long the iiounta.in to os.u3c 
hi-n great concern. Like a 'ood 
shepherd, our leader scrambled up 
the craggy moTintainsidc to in 
outlook from which he caugh: sight 
of the erring sheep. He fo ind them 
and whistled them hack. 

The flock, together again 
fought their wry over the n'xt 
glacial moraine to the lo.ig 
sought lake of warmth. The sun 
beamed down with nary c. do ad in 
the sky. The view was supoab 
- willows from on: end of tie lake 
to thv'' other I 

But alasl -s the heaneios 
plunged into that shirran : ing blue 
we.ter--they plunged out again vith 
on^ accord. The ^hot water valve 
had not been turned on. 

But hero again appcarol 
the qualities of great Icader- 
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ship. .11 s the s’''ivoring nymphs 
emerged from the lak" to v/arm them¬ 
selves in the sunshine, the Bultan 
sat himself in their midst. He 
consol...d them with tales of starv¬ 
ing turkias, the hazards of dwel¬ 
lings on cliffs, and the tragedies 
of Isadora Duncan, and they v/erc 
content. 

Lunch was consumed. few 
hours later we retrace d ou.r stops 
but mot a new hazard vchilc descend¬ 
ing the slippery .rockinp^ onion 
patch. Our leader couragcdiusly 
pl’.ackcd all fallen beauties from 
the pung ent, miry mud. .^gr in 
;met our old foe - t.he wntrr. In 
order to keep his dams' Is d‘^2'^, our 
Goliath threw a mighty tree across 
the raging brooklet, and provided 
each trembling maiden with a steady 
hand and a sturdy staff, as they 
teetered precariously on the log. 

The last obstacle had been 
surmounted. The little flock 
scattered and scampered cheerfully 
down th^ hill, and all rcturn-d 
safely to the fold. They had not 
found th.e lake of eternal Yformth, 
hut all the aches and pains disap¬ 
peared in the glow of the grca.t 
personality?^ of our superb leader. 

T'N R"!:: .. FRIIND 

Boh Thompson v^rps so much 
missed at Bas■ Camp this year - his 
oa^n happy adjustm'nt to the Sierra 
and to al.l the minor and majo?^ 
vaga.riesand needs of camp life 
from clothes pins to the ”charactor2 
show at which (ho) arrived one year 






in she- t &nd his own hirjuoc 
adornment supported by staff 
to bo a veritable Mos«^s. Made 
us all fc 1 that we had a friend 
indeed OA'ho could teach us how fine 
and v'hat fun a camp could be. 

This year, first section 
mourned him most vocally. 

Second section sent him a ca.rd 
painted by rnd sign.:.d by his 
friends and third section sent 
him a work picture also signed 
by his many pals - who expect to 
have him with us again n"'+- 
Base Camp. - Meantime N-vd and 
Helen mb Suc-Sue represented one 
of Base Camp's First Families. 

TO BOB THOMPSON - In *.bscnce 

Th.:sc granite cliffs confront the sun. 

The lodgepolos march upon the height, 

Ih- river breaks its sparlcling sun 
j.i.nd curves to pools of gliding light. 

The trout, the feirds, the columbine 
The* sunlight thro' tb . cedar trees 
Here .we arc one in Great Design - 
(So, softly sings the mow>^trin bre zc.) 

Ihc meadows dream thro* the summer hours 
Soft evening dims their limpid pools. 

Our campfire glows to flames end flowers 
..s night folds downj md starlight cools 
Thi. earth. sc, beauty now v'ith memory blends 
To send you greeting, friend cf fricndsl 

Baso Ccinp III 

IS 52 

Jcanctic M. Sclfridgc 
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PEERING INTO THE DEPTHS 
OF THE ENCH/H^TED GORGE 


E^/eryone who has I’ead or heard of the Enchanted Gorge 
has wanted to at least peer into its awesome depths. 

But few have had the opportunity to traverse its deep 
and sinuous com’seo 

Fror,i the summit of the crest T/hich hides it from 
the vforld, one can catch a mere glimpse of tlie upper 
portion of the Gorge through the narrow cleft of The 
Portals^ so ?/ell guarded by the foreboding peaks 
Scylla and CharybdiSo 


Photograph by Judd Boynton 
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The big climax featxire of this 
years base camp was the trip thru the 
Enchanted Gorge. The Gorge has been 
traversed before only four or five 
tines - never before just as v;e did 
it. Paul Grunland not only describes 
well the spectacular feattires of the 
terrain and the unusual incidents of 
the trip but caught the particular 
spirit of the men who participated^ 
His article is worthy of further pub¬ 
lication later after it ap^pears here 
in the base camp book. 

Ed 



B? P„IIL GRTO’L.d.TI 


Jertainly the highlight of the first 
period base caiJip, and probably the high¬ 
light of the mountaineering exneriences 
of the participants, was the expedition 
down the Enchanted Gorge, 

"ii'e started from an overnight camp 
on Datwir Bench, where food, suoolies 
and oquifment v.'erc distributed and pack¬ 
ed in knapsacks. Hero the consideration 
for our tacks took precedence ever that 
for our stomachs and may account for the 
predicaments that befell us later. In 
anticipalion of the snowy terrain we 
C’-ried 1;70 ice axes, a rope, and three 
sets of crampons for those without lug- 
soled bocts. This •-.'as to be the so- 
called ”Ihd'' trip of the firse base 
campa The "Phd's' had previously been 
selected by leaders Oliver Kehrlein and 
Iviorgan Cuthbertson on the basis of their 
mountaineering experience, and included 
Jack Jllcn, John hndrev;s, Ray Brodersonj, 
Claire Sooly, and me. 

Flair Hut. was our destination for 
the first day. However, we climbed Mt, 
Spencer on the v;ey, accompanied by 
eleven other base campers from Dar^'dii 
Bench. 

ij.fter a successful ascent we bid 


the others goodbye at about 3 P«.H. and 
made our way up the east bank of Evolution 
Creek, ’jading across Sapehire Lake near its 
upper end. i>.s vie ’,;rxnig out our wet socks 
on the west bank of the lake, a cold rain 
began to fall. The resulting chilled con- 
ditio^'i of our bodies was partly compensated 
for by a refreshing coolness to muscles al¬ 
ready tired from heavy paclcs. 

The regular trail to Muir Pass from 
Sapuhire Lake is a gradual steady ascent^ 
but at this time was hidden beneath a thick 
blanket of sno’.v for the entire distance. 
Except for occasional Islands of rock we 
trudged thru deep snow all the viaj from the 
crossing of Sapphire Lalee uitll v/e reached 
Ffuir Hut, late that evening. In addition, 
we were slov;ed up to a snail pace of one 
mile in three hours by the seemingly endless 
snow hummocks (almost miniature mountain 
ranges) developed by the heat of the sun* 
Each step up over a hammock was follo’jed 
by a step do“’n on the other side, mile after 
mile to become so tiresomethat each of us 
had to take turns in breaking trail, accom¬ 
panied by tho sound effects of thunder, the 
patter of rain, and the squish, sq’jish of 
•jater bei’jeen cold toes in ’jct boots. 

.Is we reached h'anda Lake the rain 




























cleared tnd ve paused to enjoy a beau¬ 
tiful rec stinset over Mt. Goddard. Far 
in the dj stance we could faintly see 
the outline of f.fuir Hut just as darkness 
obsuured it. By 9 o'clock, \7e wearily 
negotiated the last hummocks of pitch 
of snox7 end found the friendly door of 
Muir Hut, a most welcome refuge to any 
mountaineer caught out after nightfall, 
at 12,00C feet. 

We were haopy to find a good supply 
of wood in the Hut and quickly started 
a fire to ^arm our frozen feet and dry 
our clothes. Here ’.7e had the first of 
a series of meals \7hich, by consensus, 
\7cx'e somewhat light in vie\-’ of the ar¬ 
duousness of the expedition we were 
undertaking. Fo tendency toward obesity 
on the part of any of us was observed at 
any tine during the trip. Briefly (and 
that describes our food su'ply perfectly) 
’.7e had a sximptuous repast of a piece of 
roast beef apiece, two cookie's, and tea 
for dinner that first evening. 

..fter dinner, restored once more 
to a normal body temperature and a feel¬ 
ing of well-being, v/e made plans for 
the follo'ning day. This began with a 
review of the route, as phoned to 
Olivrer in San Francisco by Lewis Clark, 
and by a rereading of J, S. Hutchinson's 
account of his trip up Goddard Creek 
and down Disappearing Creek from Simp¬ 
son Iiieadcv; in 1923, As \ 7 C read on, our 
pulscs quickened v;ith anticipation and 
excitement for we realized that we were 
poised upon the threshold of real ad> 
vejiturc. The very description of this 
area is es a challenge to the knapsack- 
er. To quote from “A Climber's Guide 
to the High Sierra": 

'"South of the Goddard Divide, hie- 
t’?oer LeConte Canyon and the 


White Divide, is the wildest part of 
the High Sierra. Perhaps no more than 
four parties have been thru the En¬ 
chanted Gorge since its discovery. 

Only the peaks at either end of the 
B].ack Divide have, so far as known, 
been ascended. Of the Ragged Spur 
peaks, only Scylla has been climbed, 
and that but once. Place names are 
rather far between. From the map it 
is apparent that the Geological Sur¬ 
vey parties were not too familiar 
with the topography. Lack of trails, 
rugged terrain, high altitude and lo\7 
tiraberline, remoteness, and the lack 
of any great number of mountaineers 
^7ho would prefer to cope vrith these 
conditions — all this has contributed 
to the final result; a knapsucker's 
wilderness, as black, ragged, and en¬ 
chanting as its place names," 

'.7e made our beds on the pine floor boards 
in the Hut and on the rock ledges along its 
walls, our weary bodies ready for rest liut 
our minds restless for the adventure of the 
next fD’or days, 

The next morning re arose at 5.'30, the 
typical reveille hour on the trip. We part- 
took of the one good breakfast we were to 
have in five days: a dozen eggs for the sev¬ 
en of us, and a slice of bacon each. The 
sun rose brightly in a clear sky and, ex¬ 
cept for light sito'/ers each afternoon, we 
were to bo blessed with fair i7eather for 
the balance of the trip. 

That this was to be a photograohic' trip, 
with the urimary objective of securing a maxi¬ 
mum of pictures, was evident from the very 
beginning. Our departure from Muir Hut re¬ 
ceived al], of the graphic publicity ordinarily 
reserved for a college football team on the 
first day of fall practice. After about a 
half hour, photographiiig every possible coh- 












PORTALS TO THE 


ENCHANTED GORGE 


The gorge liy directly (below) as, and in an 
hour ws cjo descended to its head, which we found 
was guarded by a froran lake, whose sheer ice^ 
smoothed walls rose on either side, up and up., 
seemingly into the very sky, their crov.ms two sharp 
black peaks of most majestic form^ A Scylla and 
a Charybdis they seemed to usy as we stood at the 
margin of the lake and wondered how we might pass 
the dangerous portal 

Theodore Solomons 
Appalachia IG96 

The Portals are a good example of the resistive 
powers of soma of the older metamorphosed rockso 
Here, as in other narrow portions of the Gorge, the 
chemical composition of the ancient sedimentaries, 
under great heat and pressure, has changed to a new 
and tougher combination, and at the same time assumed 
a highly metallized coloration^ 

In the Portals, the odd mottled greenish color is 
possibly due, according to P. C, Bateman, of the 
U^SoGjS,, to the formation of an actinollbe ahlorlte 
schist c 




Photograph by Oliver Kehrlei 
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WITHIN THE ENGHiiKTED GOaCrS 


lo Boyond and balovf The Portals, the Gorge 
opens up for a shoi’t distance, Vvhere the 
stream has undermined the walls and filled 
in with taluso 


Disappearing Creek is nowhere in evidence; 
though audible at times, flowing far below in 
its rocky bed beneath the talus and snowo 


2o After another narrow stretch between two 
constrxcting shoulders, the Gorge again opens 
up into the Rotunda, described by Solomons: 

like a deep Vv'ell, sunken into the bowels of 
the earth, a thousand feet wide and v;ith dark 
walls several thousand feet high ,,, and a 
deep blue circular lake at its bottomo’’ 
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Photograph by Oliver Kehrlein 
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DISAPPEARING CREEK 


P'or se-i/en miles vre worked our vray down, along the 
bottom of the toi'tuous Enchanted Borge with 
Disappearing Creek always directly under our feeto 

«vhiie we were conscious of its presence at all 
t-imes and ever fearful of the hazard of falling 
through into its roaring current, we actually sav/ 
it only for short spells sometimes as a swirling 
eddy at the bottom of a thin-lipped glory hole,, 
other times as a tumultuous cascade partially 
obscured by snov/ bridges a 

At one place it quietly appeared as a deep indigo- 
colored lake and then suddenly disappeared at the 
lower end under a dike of talus (or morainal) rocko 


Photograph by Oliver Kehrieln 
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bination cf individuals grouped around 
tij.e entrarce to Muir Hut, ve started on 
our way tc adventure at lastv 

Cur 1 oute lay to the south of Kuir 
Pass and vest of the Black Giant, w’e 
clir;.bed about 400 feet of steep slopes 
on the familiar snow hunmocks to the sum¬ 
mit of a pass. From this point we were 
able to look do’^’n into the Ionian Basin 
with its rumerous ice-covered lakes and 
the hcad\7fters of Disapnearing Creek. 
Fortunately we had already fastened on 
ouL' crampons as the footing ahead show¬ 
ed nothing but more snow and hummocks. 

Looming high over the Ionian Basin 
towered tl'.e two giant black peaks, Scylla, 
to the west and CharbydiS to the east, 

’.I’e descended the steep slopes into the 
Basin, losing over 1000 feet in eleva¬ 
tion before reaching Chasm Lake. This 
long narrow lake lies between the bases 
of Scylla and Charbydis. Our progress 
was slow because of the slippery mieven 
footing. 

Chasm Lake was frozen over with 
deep snov: and ice cxcent for a moat¬ 
like channel of water leading from its 
lower end throiigh narrow canyon walls 
ca‘i'*'iThe Portals. Through these Portals, 
Disappearing Creek started - deep and 
sullen - and suddenly disappeared. A- 
head of us lay the urlaiov/n of the En¬ 
chanted Gorge, with uncertainty after 
uncertainty enfolding as we progressed. 

The Enchanted Gorge proved to be 
a i.arrow canyon v:ith dark towering walls 
or each tide, the Black Divide to our 
left and the Ragged Spur to our right. 

The canyon was choked v.’itii snow and de- 
vc’iu cf timber- 'dhere the canyon wall.s 
wer--. not sheer there ’.jere steep avalanche 
sl-lies of talus,.. Except for occasional 
islands of rock, we made our way entirely 
upof' snow and the three sets of crampons 


were in good use most of the way dor/n the 
Gorge. At times when a smooth steep slope 
appeared, those of us without lug soles 
removed ora.moons and glissaded dovrn. 

At intervals v;herc the snow mass had 
pulled E,7ay from the canyon ’•.’alls we cotild 
stand near the edge eeid look do’'.’n into 
crevasses over 20 feet deep. From these 
openings we could estimate the groat depth 
of the sio’C pack in the Gorge, v:hlch in 
some are as must have reached tremendous 
thicknesses. For us this great sno’;' pack 
proved a great boon, as ’jg wore able to 
hike dir(3ctly over ‘the snow buried creek 
for most of the way. V/e congratixlated oiir- 
selves that we were not making the trip 
later in the season ’.Then the snow pack iTould 
be melted, and our progress would be made 
slow and tedious by interminable steep 
slopes of talus and the necessity of fre¬ 
quently fording the stream. 

The rushing water of Disappearing 
Creek ’.7as to be a constant and threatening 
nemesis all the way do’.m the Gorge, Often 
hidden completely under a thick blanket of 
sno’.-.’, ’•’e could al’.Tays hear the thunder of 
the stream, deep down underneath our feet.. 
From time to time ’..'e ’.Tould catch a glimpse 
of the creek through deep holes in the 
sno’7 or through long crevasses. Needless 
to say, ’.•:3 tread caref’ally in such areas as 
a fall here ’rould have meant being swept in¬ 
to the rushing torrent beneath the great 
snow blanket. Except in one place, ’-.’e a- 
voided fording the creek by using the nuripr- 
ous sno’.-: bridges. At no time ’rcre ropes 
used for safety. 

Ne often stopped for pictures as spec¬ 
tacular shots were frequent. These spectac¬ 
ular scenes were sc numerous that our pace 
became almost leisurely. Each turn in the 
tortuous canyon presented nev 7 panoramas, 
each ’porthy of being included in our photo¬ 
graphic record of the trip. 
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Disappearing Creek breaks cut and 
flows into several small lakes along its 
route, apparently earning its name from 
the fact that it does not always flow 
out again at the lower end. Unquestion¬ 
ably it disappears under the talus and 
moraines.' The second of these lakes was 
in the rottinda, described by Theodore 
Solomons (the discoverer of the Enchant¬ 
ed Gorge) as a deep well buried in the 
bowels of the earth - a thousand feet 
across and with dark walls two thousand 
feet high. 

The steep canyon walls towering a- 
bove us on each side glistened with 
niiaerous streams and waterfalls and of¬ 
ten took on bronze or greenish hues. As 
we made our way down, the canyon gradual¬ 
ly opened uw and vre were able to see a 
group of spectacular snov; covered peaks 
beyond the end of the Gorge to the south. 
Jtinipers began to appear high up on the 
rocky slopes, our first glimpse of tim¬ 
ber since leaving Evolution Lake. The 
floor of the Gorge became covered with 
broken branches and debris apparently 
carried ever the cliffs by frequent av¬ 
alanches and blizzards. 

The juniper stands on the cliffs 
gradujillj became denser and thicke'ts 
of '.'illov. and aspen appeared along the 
crock as the Gorge widened out, Somc- 
whoro frera the warn valleys beloxv a 
v'arra air current reached us to relieve 
the chil] of our deep and deeply shad¬ 
owed canyon. Soon we v;ere walking on 
firm grotind instead of snow. About 
five o'clock wo found Lewis Clark's old 
campsite in a pleasant grove of j\mioer. 
We had d(scended to about 8200 feet in 
elevation and figured that the Enchanted 
Gorge was ours, little realizing what 
the next two days held for us. 

Our sleeping bags ’.7cre laid out in 


the area neatly marked with stones by Lewis 
Clark's party and our food was cooked over 
the ready made fire place. Dinner consisted 
of a cup of stew apiece, a slice of bread, 
and tea. After a short campfire to dry out 
snow soaked boots, we retired early. 

The following day was expected to be a 
strenuous one, so we arose early and par¬ 
took of a hearty (?) breakfast, consisting 
of a pancake apiece and coffo’e. Following 
down the creek we found it necessary to 
fight our way through ''allows and dense un¬ 
der brush for considerable distance, at the 
same time trying not to lose altitude on the 
slope. Our progress was very slow but eventual¬ 
ly the unierbrush gave •way to rocky cliffs 
and loose talus as we contovired around a high 
shoulder above the meadow where Disappearing 
Creek flovs into Goddard Creek. Ue had 
traveled south the entire distance along 
Disa'opearlng Creek and were nov turning north¬ 
west in Gjddard Creek Canyon to begin the 
second half of oirr circular trip. Our 
route par ailed that follo-Tcd down the Gorge 
but in tho opposite direction and on the 
other sido of Ragged Spur, 

Oliver had said that it 'was me6iningless 
to speak of distance in the moimtains. That 
second day wo traveled continuously from 7:30 
A.M. to dusk except for l\inch stops, and cov¬ 
ered barely 5 or 6 miles. It was effort, not 
miles that counted. When '.tg wore not forcing 
our way through underbrush along the creek, 

X 7 C v7ere climbing over boulders and steep •un¬ 
stable talus slopes. Our progress was dif¬ 
ficult, slow, and tiring. Probably, too, 
our Sparta 1 fare was beginning to sap our 
strength. 

At one point three of us stepped direct¬ 
ly over a large rattlesnake before it was 
finally noticed by those behind, ffe detour¬ 
ed around this hazard, leaving it undisturb¬ 
ed so as not to upset the balance of nature. 

The walls of Goddard Creek Canyon proved 






DOWN THROUGH 


THE NARROWS 


lo In mid-afternoon, the Gorge widened to let 
in the sunlight and give us a distant viev/ of the 
Monarch Divide. Our hopes of possible ti-mbei' 
and for an early bivouac were but momentary oc<-e 

2 o The Gorge suddenly closed in again for its 
long and sinuous course through the Narrows« 

We v/ere treading on a thin and precarious roof of 
snowc The muffled sound of roaring waters and 
tumbling boulders reminded us that every step 
needed testingc 

Color-photography in the deepening shadows was 
becoming near impossible -- regrettably so, 
as the canyon X'/alls vrere of a polished and bur¬ 
nished bronzeo 
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Photograph by Oliver Kehrloin 
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BIZAKRE & GROTESQUE 


Missing in the Enchanted Goi?ge are the beautiful 
and scenic effects so typical of the Sierrao Here 
in another worlds far dov/n in this narrow incision in 
the earth’s crust, all features iiiake on fantastic 
forms the walls are high and tortuous — colorings 
are dark and foreboding « and ever the snow bridges 
assume bizarre and grotesque shapes* The sun rarely 
reaches to the bottom of this contorted trencho 


Photographs by Oliver Kelirlein 
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INTO THE DUSK 


lo 


Evening dusk came early in the depths of the 
Narrov/s, The snow, like an uncertain ccrnicey 
overhung the stream, now dropping rapidly in a 
series of tumbling cascades® 

A litter of rocks, pine branches and cones 
raised our hopes of nearby timber and testified 
to recent storms and avalanches® 


2o INTO THE VlTARMTH AND 
GLOW OF MORNING SUNSHINE 

After a refreshing night at Lewis Clark-s 
bivouac place, we started dovm again over more 
snow and talus — to which was added willow 
thickets and down timber* 

High above us through the forest the brilliant 
sunshine on the Monarch Divide and Windy Point 
showed us where the Enchanted Gorge ended and 
Goddard Canyon started® 
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Photographs by Oliver Kehrlein 
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to be as steep and narror: as those of 
the Enchrnted Gorge, Goddard Creek 
descends stceoly, forming a continuous 
series of cascades and beautiful water¬ 
falls. 5he waterfalls were popular 
with Clajro, who stopped to get a pic¬ 
ture of each and every one of them. 

Our progress was slowed up at sev¬ 
eral places where a safe route along the 
orecipitcus walls proved bard to find. 

As wo gained elevation in the ever steep-' 
cning canyon, our route tcok us along 
steep snew banks and over treacherous 
bridges. To avoid one deep box canyon, 

V 7 e '.7ere forced to climb a precipitous 
Sxjiow cornice overhanging the torrent 
and again reverted to our crampons and 
rope. 

Late in the day as the sun v/as set¬ 
ting and the wind was starting to bite, 
x;c began to v’orry about a campsite. It 
looked as if '.-e would have to sleep on 
the cold sno’w iTithout benefit of fire, 
he were about to give up vrhen y?o reach¬ 
ed a spectacular waterfall surrounded 
by magnificent stands of lodgcpole pine 
- an excellent campsite. This water¬ 
fall ’.76 recognized as that described by 
Hutchinson as Pavilion Dome Falls. At 
this point ’.7e naively thought most of 
our hard work was over and that tomor- 
roT? v/ould be an easy jaunt. 

Hunger now was beginning to stim¬ 
ulate our imaginations. He pulled v/ild 
onions and cut them up to fry xTith slices 
of broad for the stev;. Jack picked pen¬ 
nyroyal with which he brewed a bitter 
but satisfactory tea. We talked of food 
continuously during the trip, and act¬ 
ually found that even a very small a- 
mount could satisfy us. 

■ic were dog tired and sleet well 
that nigft oxccot for one minor disturb¬ 
ance. 0]iver leaped out of his sleep¬ 


ing bag, shouting to all of us to get up, 
the camo 'fas on fire and our food would 
burn'. Apparently Jack had become cold dvir- 
ing the night and had started a bonfire to 
T/arm himself. 

The next morning wo YTore better able 
to appreciate the beauty of our surroundings 
in the bright sunlight - the blue lake, small 
green patches of meadow, giant lodgepolcs, 
and waterfalls of the creek, all overshadov;- 
od by the towering peaks of the ’White Divide, 
We saw no evidences of previous visits of 
man any\7here in this Canyon. It seemed 
highly improbable that sheep herders had 
ever penetrated uo the canyon this far. 

We continued up streen that third morn¬ 
ing, passing through a fairly extensive for¬ 
est of lodgepole pine and by several small 
narrow lakes. V/e finally reached a large 
lake with a hugh cliff at its upper end. 

The elevation here ’.7as about 10,200 feet. 

Each of us had ideas on ’.7hat this lake re¬ 
sembled ani suggested a name for it. We 
finally decided to call it "Spearhead Lake". 

If this area with all of its beauty 
were more iccessible it ’,70uld be visited an¬ 
nually by scores of people and each lake and 
peak would bear a name. Inspired by the lack 
of names on txic nap and eager to give recog¬ 
nition to all of these beautiful works of 
nature, we developed a perfect rash of name 
giving. These wo ploiined to submit to au¬ 
thorities after the trip ’was over. But then 
we remembered the comments on this region ap¬ 
pearing in "A Climber's Guide to the High 
Sierra": 

"...names..,do not anpear on the map. 
Perhaps it is best that they never do. 

For then each traveler may indulge his 
imagination, naming the crags, lakes 
and v/aterfalls to suit his o’wn fancy. 

But he mast take hi.s najics ’.7ith him 
\7hen he leaves, that other travelers 
nay indulge in name giving likewise, 

































likewise Iceving no record. 

Then perhaps these wild places, 
lacking the labels that are u- 
biquitous elsewhere in the 
Sierra, will ronain the wild¬ 
er.•* 

Over the high black cliffs above 
'•Spearhead Lake" fell a wide spread 
trrxery cf innuncrable foa!ny falls mak¬ 
ing a delicate constrasting pictiire. 
After much debate we decided to call 
these the "Black and White Fails". 

This headwall above Spearhead Lake with 
its fanciful water wall rose 1000 foot 
to form "the westerly lip of the Ionian 
Lasin. 

Again \7o struggled and climbed 
through the numerous falls and streams 
over slijocry rocks until we reached 
the top. We were now on a level v-dth 
the lonisn Basin and felt that our go¬ 
ing v/oulc be easy and rapid. How wrong 
this was we were to soon find out, for 
the basin proved to bo filled with vast 
fields of hummocks of snov? and a succes¬ 
sion of frozen lakes. 

V/hiD.o these lakes and their azure 
blue rims wore beautiful to look at 
they wort treacherous to get around. 
Steep, icy snow slopes with crevasses 
and cornices m.ado the ropes again neces¬ 
sary. The weather was alternately very 
cold or very hot, depending upon whether 
the sun was behind a cloud or reflecting 
its glare from the vast fields of white 
snow. 

V/o were a sorry lot v;hcn, at dusk, 
vra reached the uoper end of loniaii Basin 
‘7ith only an 800 foot climb to the pass 
tliroagh the crest vrhich should bring us 
to our shelter at Muir Pass. This fin¬ 
al dial taxed ou.r v;aning strength, al¬ 
ready depleted by three days of strenuous 
back packing and by the tension due to 


the uncertainty of this last day. The sun 
had set and a cold wind chilled us through 
and through as vjc reached the top of the pass, 
praying for an easy slope on the other side 
and Muir Hut within sight. 

Unfortunately, wo found a snow precipice 
awaiting us instead. Oliver lowered Morgan 
to a clump of rocks a short distance down 
the slope, using an ice axe as a belay. 

One at a time vro then ne.de oirr way dom to 
join Morgan using the rope for safety. In 
similar fashion we roped doraa to the bottom 
in successive stages only to find that Muir 
Hut was still a mile away over more sno’-^y 
huaimocks. Coiling our rope we started 
this long weary mile in the dark, gradually 
dropping down the slopes tarerd ifuir. The 
dangers of our trip were now over and we 
could relax and take it easy. It is under 
such conditions that many mountaineering 
accidents take place. 

b'e too were to find the truth of this 
statement. As we travelled along the slope 
in the starlight with all about us glim¬ 
mering in sno’.?y whiteness, the leader cal¬ 
led a halt - somehow he felt that all was 
not \’ell ahead of him. Flashing on his 
light he, discovered that another step would 
have tal<en him. over an iniscen drew off. 

This w'as bypassed and v.-e continued on our 
way. 

In complcto darkness t;o once again 
reached our friendly shelter. Quickly we 
started a fire to ■warn our frozen limbs and 
after the usual s.mall suoper we crawled into 
our bags. 

The last day, on our way back to Colby 
Meadoxj, wc climbed Peak 13,231, directly north 
of fjfuir Hut. This is the peak for which 
Oliver proposes the name of our late Presi¬ 
dent, Duncan McDuffie. Tiio ascent proved 
to bo cminD.ntly wcrthvrhile as v;o gained a 
view of tha full length of the High Sierra. 

To the north we could soo the coaks of 
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PAVILION DOME FALLS 
WHERE NATURE PROVES AN INSPIRATION TO MN 


Goddard Creek (of the Kings) flows from Silhouette Lake 
over a glaciated granite dike and spreads out fan-like 
to completely cover a massive dome-shaped formationo 

As we stood there fascinated, watching the waters foam 
and roar their way dovm this gigantic stairway, step 
by step, we had but one regret — that no more than a 
dozen human pairs of eyes had ever seen this spectacle 
a perfectly designed cascade which could have proved 
an inspiration to the architects of the world famous 
"water v/orks" of Versailles» 


198 


from 


Black and white copy 
made by Cliff Youngquist 
a Kodachrome by John Andrews 
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SILHOUETTE LAKE 


A HIDDEN FAIRYUND 


Nothing could have been more impressive than the sudden 
appearance of this charming little lake — which, with 
one accord, we dubbed Silhouette Lakeo 

We had just emerged from the sombre dungeon-like 
Goddard Canyon and were headed for the barren arctic 
plateau of the Ionian Basins 

It was a strangely unexpected surprise and proved the 
one delightful interlude in our five days of rugged 
ordeals, 

Its shores were forested by perfect stands of uniform¬ 
ly erect lodgepole pines — on one side silhouetted 
against the black metamorphics, on another against the 
gray granites, on another against the terraced snowbanks 
and its lower end against the deep blue of the sky® 

After 4^ hours in the depths of the two canyons, it 
was breathtaking and one member exclaimed: ”This is 
Nature’s Masterpiece in fairyland scenery — the like 
of which no artist has ever conceivedc” 
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Black and white copy 
made by Cliff Youngquist 
from a Kodachrome by John Andrews 
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Yoserai'ie, to the northeast the Minarets 
and Motint Banner, to the east the 
Palisades, and to the south I^t. vThitney 
and the Kcwcalis and to the southwest 
the peaks of the Great Western Divide, 
All of the 14,000 foot pecks in Califor¬ 
nia, except three, were visible to us. 

\ile hed our la.st lunch after de¬ 
scending iron the peak. Thanlcs to care¬ 
ful ratioring, '.7e had just enc ugh food 
to last ti.rough this last meal. Help¬ 
ing us to tide over our near famine 
vjero the "squir re lings” v/hich some of 
the fcllovs had carried in their lunch 
bags since the day before the trip 
started oxd irhich they distributed in 
a share-ard-shajre-alike spirit typical 
of every ? spect of the trip. The last 
of the "ac_uiiTolings” proved a piece- 
de-resist? nee for this our last lunch. 

On tie way hone from Peak 13,231 
wo found Ihe snowy terrain still slow 
going, but easier than on the way up, 
four days before. vTe waded the uoper 
end of Evolution Lake, its frozen cover 
now completely molted. Dorm the long 
trail to Colby Meadow our main thought 
was of food, but the friendly faces 
pr-i-trAd ultimately the more welcome 
sight vjhen at last we reached Base 
Camp at 7:00 the evening of the fifth 
day. 

We had cone back ’Tith a detailed 
photographic record of our trip - 
over 800 pictures in both color and 
black and white. We were proud to 
have successfully negotiated the 
Enchanted Gorge and its sister, God¬ 
dard Canyon, but aside from the ob¬ 
vious thrill of exploring wilderness 
country, perhaps that vrhich will fore¬ 
most stard out in our memories ’.Till be 
the fine co.mradeship of follow mountain¬ 
eers, each eager to boar more than his 


share of the load and to help make the trip 
a success. Years from now when the physical 
beauties of the mysterious Enchanted Gorge 
and the equally mysterious Goddard Creek 
Canyon ara dim, the nonory of this spirit of 
comradeship will still be bright. 

































LAKE OF THE CASCADES 

A HEADWALL OF BOLD BLACK AND DAINTY WHITE 


For thousands of years, ponderous glaciers have hurled 
themselves from the Ionian Basin down this 1000 foot 
black wall to furrow out a deep and coffin-shaped trougho 

Nature has novi draped this wall with a curtain of 
shimmering white cascades (of which this picture shows 
only one corner) and filled the steep-sided trough v/ith 
a lake of the darkest indigo blue* 

This forbidding wall guards well the lower approach 
to the Ionian Basin with its endless fields of snow and 
its disconcerting maze of ice covered lakes<> 
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Photograph by Cliff Youngquist 
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If you are one of those who puffed 
and grunted ^'I-m getting old”, when 
cl?tnbirg this sunimer, then you’ve asked 
for a measure of ”how cD.d is o?-d?'' 

Business says you're old at 45 
and casts j/'ou off at 65. ■> Geriatrics 
diagnoses your age by your arteries, 
glands and reactions — also I’ve heard 
that a woman is as old as she looks and 
a man as old as he feels. 

So take your pick — age is a relati- 
ve thing -- vrith a differ'ent yardstick for 
a mosquito, a man, a tree, mountain or 
a sheer pair of hosco 

Thus, when we pedantically declaim 
than Mt,- McGee is 3 OG times older than 
The Hermit, you’ll shrug it off with 
■■■bo \Tnut?i nil riiountains look alike to¬ 
me -- and what-3 a few hundred million 
years in the life of a mountain?” 

Now that-s a very unenlightened 
attitude for* a Base-Camper to have,. If 
you v/ere- 300 , 000,000 years old like McGee, 
you, too, Vv'ould look down your v;rinkled 
nose at that bald-headed Hermit 
upstart of a mere 1,000,000 years* 


OLIVER KEIIRLEIN 

The trouble with us humans is that 
v/e have no yardstick for this type of 
time --no conscious visualiaation of a 
million, or a hundred million yearso 
Yet these yardsticks were all around us 
this sumraero 

Let’s start v/ith something we can see 
and feel.. Take a millimeter, thousandth 
pai't-of a meter, Co0393?th part, of an 
inch, the thickness of a very fine haire 
You remember the log above camp we used 
as a bridgef Wnen wo felled it, it vras 
400 yeai-’s old -»■" born about the time 
C-oluffibus discover'ed America,, McGee is 
a million times older than that tree^ 
Between that tree and commissary vras 
•about a kilometerThe '’fine hair” 
represents the age of the log and the 
kilometer represents the age of McGeeo 
If yoa’\'e followed this far, then 
youlll want to knov/ what happened to these 
mountains duriuig the kilometer of time 
it took to get from that very fine hair 
in Ned’s soup to the log at the crcssingc 
If so, read on-. 
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Let’s take another yardstick vre saw 
and touched this suimner. 

Take a look at the queer ’’duck’s bill** 
pictured above* You may remember it — 
when we climbed Mt, Spencer and Jim Stoll 
shot it^ 

It represents 40,000 years — ”10 very 
fine hairs” on our measuring rod. It was 
40,000 years ago when the Evolution Glacier 
polished the top of this’’duck’s bill”. 

The hard polish resisted the subsequent 
erosion on top, but not on the sides. 

Seven inches of weather erosion is about 
16 inches in a 100,000 years. In other 
words, the granite v/e trod was up around 
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our knees 100,000 years ago and has since 
been v/orn dovm to its present level o 

That’s another yardstick we can grasp 
and hold for a whileo 

Erosion by wind and frost was relati¬ 
vely slower than by the powerful abrasive 
and plucking action of the glaciers, so 
let’s visualize them at their destructive 
work in the Evolution Valley — and thus 
gain another yardstick of time. 

This Valley has been intermittently over¬ 
run by glaciers during the past million years, 
i.e, the Pleistocene Period, So lets go back 
to the beginning of that geological period 
and see what the Evolution country looked 
like then. 
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Thus, a million years ago, when the 
granite block of the Sierra Nevada rose 
to its present height, there was a broad, 
high plateau which was to become the head¬ 
waters of the San Joaquin River. 

It was filled with a relatively thin 
sheet of ice with only the higher peaks 
and ridges poking through, from 200 to 400 
feet, like dark islands of rocks, the so- 
called ‘♦nunataks”. 

The relief map (pictured above) repre¬ 
sents the Goddard Quadrangle about 900,000 
years ago, after the ice had dropped 400 
feet from its greatest elevation, allowing 
many of the familiar landmarks to become 
evident• 

Here was one place in the Sierra where 
the ice lay in a shallow high basin. Else¬ 
where, as in the fuolumne, Merced and Kings 
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regions, the rivers, flowing westward and 
dropping rapidly, cut deep channels for the 
glaciers to follow. In these locations, 
the glaciers formed typical long rivers of 
ice and narrow U shaped canyons. 

The reason for this difference is rea¬ 
dily explained. 

While rising to its present height, the 
Sierra carried with it a more ancient range 
of mountains, located west of the crest and 
extending from the Goddard massif to the 
Ritter-Banner group — a distance of 50 mile s. 

The San Joaquin River, trapped between 
the crests, flowed north and south and thus 
flowing slowly dug less deeply. 

Remnants of the ancient range are indi¬ 
cated in a darker color, in the relief map. 
You may remember how much darker Goddard, 
Charybdis, Black Giant, McGee and Emerald 








were than the grsy granites of the other 
peaks. This Ancestral Range of Volcanics 
and sedimentaries will be considered later. 
This next picture represents the area 
about 400,000 years later, when the glaciers 
(and rivers during warmer cycles) had star¬ 
ted to deepen the channels between the 
more resistant formations. 

The deepest of these channels was that 
now occupied by the Goddard Branch of the 
San Joaquin. The bed rock here was vulner¬ 
able, as its formation lay in vertical 
faults and the ice from Goddard was heavy. 

A deep gorge resulted, leaving Evolution 
Valley hanging in a high, shallow valley 
of solid granite. 

In the Ionian Basin we note a similar 
condition, but from a different cause. Here 
the glac.ial ice, unable to force a passage 
south between the solid buttresses of 
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The Portals, took an easier route along 
the face of Scylla, Only a thin trickle 
of ice flowed through the Enchanted Gorge. 

It was during this period that the upper 
benches were levelled off, such as those 
occupied by the McGee and Emerald Lakes, 
Darwin Canyon, Goethe Amphitheater, Evolu¬ 
tion Basin and the higher ifeteau where we 
found Lake 11,106 and its good fishing. 

It was during this period that avalan¬ 
ches started to sculpture the ridges with 
spectacular flutings, so typical of this 
area. Only the upper third of these avalan¬ 
che chutes were etched out during this time, 
the lower two thirds subsequently^ 

It was also during this period that the 
glaciers found the inherent weakness of 
Glacier Divide and started working on its 
north face to quarry out those spectacular 
amphitheaters and cut the Divide in half^^ 











The present group of glaciers are contin¬ 
uing to carry on this destructive work. 

Coming down to more recent times, 
perhaps 100,000 years ago, when the glaciers 
and streams had carved the rocks into deep 
troughs, we note the several main rivers 
of ice with laterals extending upward to 
the small amphitheaters near the crests of 
the adjacent ridges. 

During this more recent period, the 
San Joaquin watershed has assumed a similar 
appearance to that of the other rivers. 

In some locations, such as in Evolution 
Valley, the ice met with tough opposition 
in the form of closely knit granite and was 
unable to quarry deeply. This resulted in 
a slovjing up of the current of ice and a 
consequent levelling and widening of the 
vaile:/ floor. ' 2)8 


By the time tne ice-age passed (about 
9000 years ago) the glaciers had removed 
between 2500 and 3000 feet of rock and 
carried it down to the valley as fine silt 
or deposited it along the way as morainal 
rocks. By that time Evolution Valley had 
become a barren granite basin, lying in 
what we know as Colby, McClure and Evolu¬ 
tion Meadows. 

During modern timies, these lake basins 
have been filled with silt and have become 
luxuriant meadowlands surrounded by a fringe 
of forest. 

Also during this time, Piute Creek and 
the Goddard branch of the San Joaquin con¬ 
tinued to carve deeply into the granites 
and metamorphics to form vertically walled 
gorges with box canyons at the bottom.^ 
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This action proceeded so much more 
rapidly than with Evolution Creek that 
the latter’s valley was left 500 feet 
above, which accounts for the step over 
which cascades Evolution Creek, where 
we stopped for lunch on our trips in 
and out of camp. 

It is hard for us to replace, in 
our imagination, the familiar falls of 
foaming waters by a spectacular ice fall - 
a quarter of a mile wide and twice as 
high - v/ith great blocks of broken ice 
catapulting down the cliff in a continu¬ 
ous cascade of seracs and crevasses, 
roaring, cracking and thundering as each 
successive wave hurtled to the bottom 
below. 

It was then that our peaceful valley 
resembled a scene in Alaska or one in 
Swit2erland or the Himalayas, 

But coming back to our yardstick - 
our measure of time, ox what can happen 
during a given period -- 

All of this destruction of mountain masses 
(or shall we say construction of beauti¬ 
ful scenery), this removal of 2000 to 
3000 ft*, of solid granite, took place in 
the short period of 1,000,000 years. 

Now that you have visualized vrhat 
can occur during 1,000,000 years, we can 
leave to your imagination v:hat may have 
occurred during the previous 300,000,000 
jrears w’hen the. Goddard - Ritter - Banner 
series of volcanoes were the dominant 
peaks of the coastal plain and reigned 
over the adjacent Pacific Ocean as our 
’•Ancestral Sierra*'’« 
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So let us go back 300,000,000 years to 
the middle of the Paleozoic Era, when the 
western portion of our continent was co¬ 
vered by the ocean. Animals living in 
those days, had no vetebral columns. There 
was no plant life on the land, but plenty 
in the sea. 

During this era, which lasted for about 
326 , 000,000 yecas, thousands of feet of 
silt, clay, rocks and volcanic material 
were deposited on the bottom of the sea 
in a succession of well defined layers. 
Some of these you saw on the vertical 
face of Mt. McGee. 



wrinkled and folded into a succession of 
ridges and low mountain ranges -- all in 
a southeast to northwest direction. Thus 


was laid dov/n the original pattern for the 

mountain fprns v/hich were to follow-even 

down to the Sierra Nevada of our present 
day. 


















iv rtcr the Palcoisoic, them follou’cd a 
mriod (the Triasoic) of rela tivc quiet, 
during v;hich the xoper rms of the folded 
stra ta T;cre dliattercd and eroded off, and 
furtlier layers of sccitTont and volcanic 
material ’.ere cmcrij’ooGcd on the older fo 
forms. 

The land rose and fell back into the 
rfreat seas rhf-ch covered the area. This 
“^riod, of sore 30,0C0,000 years duration, 
•r*as isrkcd by a levelling off og the 
earth’s surface, vdtkout any compensating 
nountain bidldiag, Ccologxsts recognise 
this period by tl)c fcssiliscd imorints of 
the 'larine life •.tIiIcI lived then, and are 
founc^ in the calcnrccus stratificat’ons 
a'ong -he pctan-oi’ohics. 


The Triassic .’.rrged Into the Jassio for 
A -oout 25,000,000 y'^ars of I'ene’ned iteolorical 
activities. 

The (■x 3 ix'.lng and foldijig ’7ao intensified, v.'lth 
nou.ntain -anges rising out of the sea, b^.t usu'^ 
ally follo'-'i-ng the ’Pattern oreviousiy laid cla.-no 
Sea shells, typical of this ioeriod, viere diS‘> 
covered for the first time by our Base Camp 
naturalist, Jolm Thonas noT?cll 5 above Ganict 
Ljoke, and thus set the date for these foraa" 
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Ta/ard the end of the Triassic (aoout 100,00^,000 
years ago) the great noltcn mass of granite, lying- 
deep in the bowels of tlic earth, began to sceth 
eund boll, and finally forced i'S rray up into i-he 
sedimentorics. 

This intrusion of gra-iitc broke into the ancient 
strata ani distorted naiiy of its foldings. In some 
/ pia CCS the graiiitc car^ up in extensive bulging 
masses to vary the -regular south-east to rorth- 
HplXX/' X- y oattern of the range. Such a nlace is what 

'\Xy you now know as the iuir Pass area, and can ac- 

count for the Slcira Crest veerir^g at this point 
'■ tavard the cast, 
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In some localised areas^. the- Ibop.’.i .foldo 
of sediaientaries and volcanics wore tilted 
and pushed up vertically high above the sur~ 
I’ounding terrain^ Later frosty heat, wind 
and vrater (the four erosive agents)gnawed 
away at the softer and more friable material, 
leaving the tougher strata standing erect 
like gigantic coxcombs» 

Subsequently, most of these were over¬ 
ridden and obliterated by the glacierso A 
few resisted and remained as serrated crests 
like the Minarets, or ridges like the Black 
Divide and the Ragged SpuTc Some still stand 
as solitary peaks like Mts. Goddard and 
McGee. 
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■Our outstanding example of a sawed-off 
fold of these ancient strata is CharybdiSo 
This fold, at one time, probably, stood ram¬ 
rod-like, higher than any o*ther feature in 
the mid«Sierra<. The upper end of the loop 
was broken off and its present s'ommit block 
represent all that remains of a badly shat¬ 
tered end of the south member of the folded 


locpo Only a few basaltic cclurmis remain to re 
mind us of the north member of the loop, vjhich 
was undermined and carried away by the Ionian 
Basin glaciers^ Subsidiary smmits identify 
f'urther strata and loops along the southerly 
crest of the peak.. This tall steeple of 
basalt, vri-th its high mineral content, stands 
out like a natural lightning rod — a perfect 
magnet for every vagrant storm and a danger 
signal for vrould-be climberso 

Returning to the overall picture of the 
Evolution area at the end of the Jurassic 
Period, the earth settled down to a long 
and quiescent period — the 69,000,000 years 
of the Cretaceous, This period vras marked 
by Tn.de scale erosion and levelling off of 
ridges and higher points, We can get a 
better picture of the tremendc'^.n scale of 
this erosion, if vre vri.ll revert to our yard¬ 
stick of virhat happened in the Evolution 
Valley during the recent million years of 
the Pleistocene — and thjen multiply by 
sixty nine, Vfe'll admit of oversimplica- 
tion here, as other factors enter, such as 
glacial action, and they would make some 
differenceo 

Hov/ever, you’ll appreciate the vast a- 
amount of this erosion, v/hen you realize 
that much of the San Joaquin Valley and its 
surroiinding hills were built up with this 
eroded material — as e^/idenced by the 
samplings taken there from oil-well borings, 
thousands of feet below the sxirface. 


By the time the Cretaceous Period had 
passed and the Eocene Epoch had arrived, our 
Sierra vrare predominantly granite. Here and 
there, remnants of the methmorphics stood 
out in bold relief as blafck towering peaks 


and 


ri -r q ^ 


O*? -J 
«- j-a. 


idges —‘ roof pendants over the grani'^e 







batholithj Mt^ McGae is a fLcie example of 
roof pendants You can clearly see on its 
north face^ the dark roof (metamorphics) and 
the lighter gi-anite beneath, with the diagonal 
juncture in between. 
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During the Eocene Epoch, the granite block 
(nov/ known as the Sierra Nevada) began to warp 
upward in short jerky upthrusts & This action 
continued up to the time of the Ileistocene and, 
some say, is still working upward. One theory 
for this upwarping is that release of the weight 
of the sedimentaries has allowed the crust to 
spring back to its normal height. 

Along the crest, the exposed granite rose 
higher and ihigher to stand forth as the pre¬ 
sent day crest with such flat-topped peaks of 
Msndeljj T.mnark« Marshall, Powell and 

r* ”» A 

trjL': 


Thompson maintaining their original contoux-& 
mth only minor changes due to weather erosion. 
Similar flat-tops in the south are Table Mountain 
and the highest plateaus of the V/hitney- 
Langley group. As the climber stands on this 
"islands in the sky" it is rather awe-inspiring 
to feel that the ground under one's feet has 
changed but little during the 60,000,000 years 
since it was denuded of its sedimentaries. 

However, it was a different picture in the 
nearby valleys. As the range gained in 
height, the streams dug their trenches deep 
and deeper, especially at the lower eleva¬ 
tions, As time went on and the trenching 
went deeper, it also headed back towards the 
headwaters, cutting deeply upvard to the 
summits. 

At times the course of a stream wotild 
search out and follow seme weak spot or 
N§ome newly developed earthquake fault. 

Xchese farilts often led through the granites ' 
and sedimentaries in unexpected directions. 

,A series of such faultings can be seen on 
the Black Divide and on the Ragged Spin* 
riinning transverse to the natural foldings. 

It is probable that both Disappearing Creek 
and Goddard Creek started trenching in two 
such major faults on each side of the 
Ragged Spur, This has resulted in tw’ 
narrow gorges, resembling t\ro deeply in¬ 
cised wounds in the earth's crust — the 
Enchanted Gorge and Goddard Canyon. 


The Enchanted Gorge is an outstanding 
example of a canyon that has been deeply 
cut by stream action without being broaded- 
ed by the placiers. Seemingly the glaciers 
from the Io:iian Basin wore unable to widen 
the gap betTreen the rough metanorpiiics o.' 
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Scylla and Charybdis and thus permit more 
than a trickle of ice to flov/ through. 


cutting their v;ay between the granj.tc and 
the metamoi'phics, or alongside the lava flows^ 
to gorge out deep box canyons, such as we 
found in Goddard Branch. 

This interplay of upwarping and stream 
erosion continued all through the 26,000,000 
years of the Miocene and Oligocone and was 
intensified during the increasingly active 
milleniums of the Pliocene. This latter 
epoch lasted for only 11,000,000 years. 

Finally, when the Pleistocene arrived 
just a million years ago, the motintain 
masses vfere well established, very much as 
they are today — ready for the destructive 
action of the four glacial periods of our 
Great Glacial Age. 

To the Base Camper whoia interested 
in the virhyforos of our mountains, the 
Evolution country can serve as an end¬ 
less source of information and a per¬ 
fect museutt of natural forces. There 
the evidences of each era,period and epoch 
are exhibited at every turn in the trail. 


Vfhile the tvro guardian mountains may 
have been able to s top the great streams 
of ice, they have been unable to prevent 
mere man from going through. 

However, vihatever ice did get through,. 
reached down far enough to polish the 
heavily mineralized walls of the gorge and 
give them that highly burnished metallic 
coloration, which startles every one who 
descends its tortuous course. 


It is only through such a complete un¬ 
derstanding of the background of our scenic 
wonders that we can get to knovr and \mder- 
stand them better and thus fit ourselves 
to fight for their preservation. 


As one epoch followed another, the 
streams sought new and easier channels. 
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The following manuscript came after 
QTiyer had. closed the Base Camp Book 
and we insisted upon it being included 

Asso, Ed. 


Tk 

GOLD CUP 
CITATION 


BY CLIFF YOUNGQUIST 


Base Camp was organized with a Wilderness 
Outing in I 9 U 0 . In the o-.mparatively short 
time since its beginning it has become of 
age. Policies of operation have been sound. 
Tradition and color in a figurative sense 
of the word have been built on good manage-^ 
ment and enthusiastic leadership. The credit 
for this rapid growth must be given primarily 
to Oliver Kehrlein. 

One of the traditions is the awarding of the 
polished cups at the end of each two week 
encampment. These cups are avrarded to those 
persons who receive the highest popular vote 
based on the extraordinary service that the 
individual has contributed to the well-being 
of the Camp. The avrarding of these polished 
cups has the feeling of a military citation 
for service above and beyond the call of duty, 
and the cups are vorn and used with as much 
pride. 

Several years ago, after the airjards had been 
made, Oliver Kehrlein was overheard making 
the follovang wistful remark, "You know, I 
have always been on Commissary (management) 
and have never vron a polished cup." This 
year that remark had gotten around enough to 
bring some action. All Base Campers were 
wondering how and vrlth T/hat we could honor 
our Manager who had spent untold hours, year 


in and year out, planning Base Camp trips. 

The concdhsus of all Base Campers was a 
polished gold plated cup for Oliver. But 
it took Grace and John Marston of Stanford 
to bring it to reality. They obtained a 
steel cup and had it engraved and heavily 
gold plated. The difficult engraving job 
was beautifully done. When Oliver uses this 
cup in his right hand, you will observe the 
Old English engraving which reads: TO 
OLIVER KEHRLEIN, FROM ALL THE BASE CMiFERS 
PRESENTED 19^2. 

The cup vjas first presented to Oliver at 
the Northern Base Camp Reunion in Joaq\iin 
Miller Park, Oakland, on Saturday, Septem¬ 
ber 20, 19^2. After some clever mislead¬ 
ing but appropriate remarks, John Marston 
presented Oliver vdth a beautifully wrap¬ 
ped package and asked him to open it. 

With much advice from the audience, he 
finally got it open - fully expecting a 
jumping jac'.c or some other gag. To the 
best of our knowledge, this wasthe first 
time Oliver was ever speechless« The 
second presentation of the cup was made at 
the Annual Banquet in Los Angeles on Sat¬ 
urday, November 8, 1952, for the benefit 
of the Southern California members 0 However 
several Southern members were of the opinion 
that we should add something to make the 























presentation more complete. It was Dr« 

Harold and ii.nn Crowe who made tlds a realityo 
They donated a gold spoon on the end of a 
long rawhide thongs Before this presentation, 
Oliver had been coached to act and portray 
his feelings as he had on September 20, He 
played his part well and was about to respond 
when he was handed the gold spoon. Twice in 
less than three months some of us saw Oliver 
at a loss for wordso 

It is only now, Oliver, that we. Base Campers 
one and all, realize how much this token has 
meant to you. We hope that you will be vith 
us and lead us for Many more seatsons. We im¬ 
plore of ’-you, and in fact command you, to wear 
this cup and spoon on these occasions. The 
long leather thong was supplied for attaching 
the cup to the loose end. Both should be worn 
in some such fashion as youngsters used to 
wear mittens. This would prevent loss. How¬ 
ever, on second thought and following another 
Base Camp tradition, we would love to hear 
you sing for these at a campfire. 
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2o FotablQ plants of the California Deserts or the 
Great Sa sin. 

Pinus monophyria, ba'^^zopsis hjnnenoideSs Stipa comata, Cheno- 
podium atrovirens, Chanopodiun Prenontii, Ghenopodium prateri 
cola, Cnrysothamnus nausoosus vars. 
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